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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION/PRIVACY ACTS SECTION 

COVER SHEET 



SUBJECT: RALPH ABERNATHY 



PART 3 OF 5 



FD-ae (Rev. 5-22-64) 
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F B I 
Date: 9/26/69 



Transmit the following in 
AIRTEL 



Via 



(Type in plaintext or code) 

REGISTERED MAIL 



(Priority) 



■' -t 



AV;:''! 



•:ji-ii-:"'3 



:*"] 

M 




TO: 



DIRECTOR, FBI (100-442706) 
SAC, ATLANTA (1B7-257) (P) 



r, FROM: _ , __ 

kio^ f) 

SUBJECT: RALPH DAVIDl^ABERNATHY 
RM 



as above. 



Re Atlanta teletype to Bureau, 9/26/69, captioned 



1^ 



Enclosed fpr the Bureau are the original and 7 
copies 9 and for Chicago one copy, of an LHM prepared at 
Atlanta, dated and captioned as above, and suitable for 
dissemination. 



^ SoTurce referred to in enclosed LHM i 
information from must be classified confidentia 








^< 



2% Bureau (Encs. 87 (RM) 

- Chicago (Enc. 1) (RM) (Info.) 
3 <- Atlanta 

(2 - 1.^7-i1S7) ^^^ 




.\\^ 




1— © 



^<^i£^7a^ ' /6'f 



/•^i 



EOT/ rcr..«s — - 

580Ct;<o:3^9|^ 



Ser. 29 19B9 



Approved: 





gent in Charge 



Sent 



.M Per 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
FUeNo. 



:» 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Atlanta, Georgia 
September 26, 1969 

CONFMENTIAL 



FapE 



Title RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY 






-mm 




Character RACIAL MATTER 

Reference Memorandum prepared at Atlanta, 
dated and captioned as above* 



All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
info imat ion in the past. 




This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; It and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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In Repfy^ Please Refer to 

File No. 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Atlanta, Georgia 
September 26, 1969 




^ 



CONFIDENTIAL 



BALPH DAVID ABERNATHY 
RACIAL MATTER 




i5TD 



-V""\^ 





This document contains neither recommendatioB nor con- 
clusions of the FBI, It is the property 5f the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to 
be distributed outside your agency. 



f)EOLA&SIFIEI/B^ 




CONMDENTIAL 

Exluqed From Automatic 
Downgrailing And Declassification 



- 1* - 



''■■'" M-i"/»7''li- 
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FD —VtReV, S-22-64) 



c 



n 



FBI 

Date: 10/3/69 



Transmit the following in 



Via 



AIRTEL 



(Type in plaintext or code) 

REGISTERED MAIL 

(Priority) 




TO: 
FROM: 



tit" 

SUBJECT: 



"director, FBI (100-4427067" 
SAC, ATLANTA (157-25t) (P) 
RALPH D. ABERNATHY 

RM ■^^^ 




«© 



Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and 7 
copies, and for TOO one copy, of an LHM prepared at Atlanta, 
dated and captioned as above, .ahid^sui table for disseminat ion. 

Source referred to l&ienclosed LHM ^spHpHJUJJPi 
'information from whom must be classified confidential. 






».«tJ 




■ CT^ Bureau (Encs. 8) (RM) 
1 - WFO (Enc. 1) (RM) 

3 - Atlanta nJ^U 

(2 - i-'^7-2 fi 7) (R- Abernathy) ^-»' 








^ -/^ / 



AGEITCT: AC"-', i^, C^'rJJL^C. SERl 

^. f^O ^^^' ^-"-^ -^pZo^ 
DATEFCr... /.phJJe^^^ ^^ 

Kow ircr.:v: __ 

BYs .___ 






Sent 



.M Per 



Charge 



i > .>j^ r J. - , ^ l i '^ y ' J - 



9> 



^J 




In Repfy^ Plaa*e Rtfm- to 



U TED STATES DEPARTMENT Of JSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Atlanta, Georgia 
October 3, 1969 



^ 



CONFIDENTIAL 



RALPH D. ABERNATHY 
RACIAL MATTER 










Source was unable to furnish any further 
details in regard to the above. 




■v^;. 



;s*3sV 



This document contains neither recommendations nor con- 
clusions of the FBI. It is the projerty of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-54) 






O 
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Date: 10/9/69 




Transmit the following in 
Via AIRTEL 



(Type in plaintext or code) 



(Priority) 



Mr. Tolson- 



j Mr. DcLoach 

j Mr. Moiir 

I Mr. rsirth^D 

Mr. C:^-.-^r 



TO: 
FROM: 



DIRECTOR, FBI (100-442706) 



Mr. C-irad ; 

Mr. F :t„.. 
Mr- (;.,"■>.. 



Mr. 1 uvci , 
M:. 'J; . 

Tele. lioom 

Mis? xi -inirs.^ 
Miss Gandy 







L'jCRALPH D.^ERNATHY 
■^(00: AT) 



ALL MFOTMATIDN CDNTAMl* 
MFREJtf IS OSpLASSlFI 
fATA-iicil^.it 




'ABERNATHY «!t rf i^"^ ^ "^^^^^ 10/3/69, advising that 
ABEKNATHY was scheduled to speak on 10/7/69, at George 
Washington University, Washington, D.C. 



SA 






s chedul edt^speai^^^he 
the near futxire. 



that 



hii 



knowledge ABERNATHY" 
University on that date or at anv 



that ABKRtUiiiY »as not sekeJulei to appear IfthfuMySlif on 



f-«" f WtO whose identities .ust be c1nceged"f Iwe^ 

information id disseminated. "^ 

Civ- Bureau 
2 - Atlanta (157-257) (RM) 
1 - WFO 

a • iiy "^ 

••OGT 18 «e9 , 
b?fc. 

AIRTEL 










Approve, 



'^(.g^cialAafei 










e 



FEI WASH DC 



FBI ATLANTA 

2:52 PM URGENT 10/8/69 
TO DIRECTOR 100-442706 
; FROM ATLANTA 157-257 



« 




fc?c 






/ 




RALPH C. A3ERNATHY. RM. 00 ATLANTA. 



(}7<J 



A CGNFIDEN'TIAL SOURCE WHO HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE 
I^JFQRWATION IN THE PAST ADVISED 0?^ OCTOBER EIGHT, SIXTY^UNE, 
THAT AS OF THAT DATE RALPH D. A'3ER^!ATHY, PRESIDENT, SOUTHERN 
CHRISTIAN' LEADERSHIP COMFEREMCE, WAS CCNFIME'^ TO AN ATLANTA, 
GECr;GI*'. , HOSPITAL, FOR AN EXAi-'iI NATION. A3ERNATHY HAS 
RECE^'TLY CO-PLA I ^'ED OF PERIODIC DISCOr^FORT IN ONE OR BOTH 
LEGS. SOURCE COULD FURNISH NO FURTHER DETAILS. 

AD^]INISTRATIVE 
LH^' V.'ILL FOLLOW UPON RECEIPT OF FURTHER DETAILS. 

leOCT 13 196S 



1 



/ 




DCvv 

"31 '."A3H DC 

TUP 



ER DETAILS. 

if ia^:-^v„^rf Mi fc , . -I ^ - III I «i I'l* 
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F B I 

Date: 10/16/69 



Transmit the following in 
AIRTEL 




(Type in plaintext or code) 

REGISTERED MAIL 



m 



FROM: 
SUBJECT: 



as above. 



-.;-%; . (Priority) 

DIRECTCR , FBI (100-442706) 

SAC, ATLANTA (157-257) (P) 

RALPH d//ABERNATHY 
RM 



' ''^^^'■^i^::i^S^^^iiH^^,.f^^:^:^^p^- 




Re Atlanta teletype to Bureau, 10/16/69, captioned 



Enclosed for the Bureau are 8 copies of LHU prepare 
at Atlanta, dated and captioned as above, and suitable 
for dissemination. Two copies of aforementioned LHU Are 
being furnished to Los Angeles. 

Source referred to in enclosed LHM is 







Q^ Bureau (Encs. 8) (RM) 
2r«* Los Angeles (Encs. 2) (RM) 
5 - Atlanta 

(2 - 157-257) (Ralph Abernathy) 
(1 - 100-5718) (SCLC) 
(i - 170-290a) 
^^^^- 100-7873) (Moratorium Vietnam Activity 



fc7c 

Atlanta) 



.ne_ B-UT REC :46 

AOEKOY. ACST. am.. OSIJSEO. SERJ 

Mir r , ** ^^^^'"^*- *■* •" ""^ 



^Approved: -^CMj^^^ 

70ocT^biy^^ 




Sent 



Charge 



-^ 



■ ^ i n» i . ip tim *t f i'"'M »» ' ■ I " *\ ' 



B^^ ' iMt^ 




FD-323 (Rev, 11-29-61) 




In Repfy^ Please Refer to 
File No. 




G" . .; 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Atlanta y Georgia 
October 16, 1969 



* 



CONFIDENTIAL 






Title RALPH D. ABERNATHY 



n 



Character RACIAL MATTER 

Reference Memorandum prepared at FBI, Atlanta, 
dated and captioned as above. 



All sources (except any listed "belov) vhose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliahle 
infoimation in the past* 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 



your agency. 




In Repfyt Please Refer to 
FUeNo. 



m 



@ Or 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Atlanta, Georgia 
October 16, 1969 



4 



CONFIDENTIAL 



RACIAL MATTER 



On October 16, 1969, a confidential source 
advised Ralph D. Abernathy, President, Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, participated on October 15, 1969, 
in Moratorium Vietnam activity in Los Angeles, California. 



to 








b^o 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclu- 
sions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency.'^ 
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FD-36 (Rev. S-22-64) 
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FBI 

Date: 10/16/69 



Transmit the following in 
AIRTEL 



Via 



(Type in plaintext or code) 

REGISTERED MAIL 

(Priority) 




TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-442706) 

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (157-257) (P) 

SUBJECT: RALPH D. ABERNATHY 
RM 



\^<-' 




as above. 



Re Atlanta teletype to Bureau, 10/8/69, captioned 



tlfi- 



Enclosed for the Bureau are the original add 7 
copies of LHM prepared at Atlanta, dated and captioned as 
above, and suitable for dissemination-. 

Source referred to in enclosed LHM ig 
information from whom muat be classified cofifidentia^ 







23i- Bureau (Encs. 8) (RM) 
- Atlanta 

(2 - 157-257) (Rainh Abernathy) 



HfPf 
•AT 



mm'^^i 




y^ 



»6 



AGENCY: Ars*. »S. CSIjSEC. 

^i»sx IS^ CRD . RAO ^vj.,^ .^ w 

now Fc-.;: --. '^"^ 

BY: 



(^C^yfrif'-'^-^^f^'Pi^ 





Approved: ^^ j 



he. 



70 OCT 28 1965' 




1»$^!^ 



oent 



.M Pet 




FD.323 (Rev. U-29-61) 




In Reply^ Please Refer to 
File No. 



m 



i 



# 



i>l'lTED STATES DEPARTMENT Gx-' JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Atlanta, Georgia 

October 16, 1969 

CONFIDENTIAL 

/ 

Title RALPH D. ABERNATHY 






Character RACIAL MATTER 

Reference Memorandum prepared at FBI, Atlanta, 
dated and captioned as above. 



All sources (except any listed belov) vhose identities 
are concealed in referenced conmiunication have furnished reliable 
infoimation in the past. 




This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 



your agency. 





m 



In Reply t Please Refer to 
FikNo. 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT Of'jUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Atlanta, Georgia 
October 16, 1969 



# 



CONFIDENTIAL 



RALPH D. ABERNATHY 
RACIAL MATTER 



kM 



On October 15, 1969, a confidential source ad- 
vised that for several days during the preceding week, 
Ralph D. Abernathy, President, Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, had undergone tests and exami- 
nation in an Atlanta hospital. Source advised it was 
his understanding that for some time prior to this 
hospitalization, Abernathy had complained of pain in 
his legs. Source was unable to furnish any further 
details. 




This document contains neither recommendations nor conclu- 
sions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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Excliided From 
Automat ic^owngrading 
And Declassification 
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f£Ccn/H Bcf.bvj OF i:iv£:.Tis;Tio:; 
Clh'.i,,..j.iiOAi lvJ.,o iJLL 




FBI WASH DC 



FBI ATLANTA 

11:53 Art URGENT 10/16/69' 

TO: pWAU (100-44X706) AND LOS ANGELES 

FROM: ATLANTA (157-157) 





ADMINISTRATIVE, LHM FOLLOWS. 
END 
CAH 
FBI WASH DC 



^^^ 









^"'1 



m. OCT 23 19S9 







\ 



'Xi^ " ;<y' i .'"i; '? Ay.'*?" V '- '^'i ^rr ' n \ " ijrg 



FD-3*» mev. 5-22-64) 



U .' 
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Date: 10/27/69 



Transmit the following in 
AIRTEL 



Via 



(Type in plaintext or code) 

REGISTERED MAIL 



^ ■ - t »^ 



(Priority) 



I 









w 




^^^ 



TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 



as above 



DIRECTOR, FBI (100-442706) 

SAC, ATLANTA (157-257) (P) 

RALPH D ^:^^ERNATffiE 
RM 



Re Atlanta teletype to Bureau, 10/23/69, captioned 



Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and 7 
copies, and for Columbia two copies, of an LHM prepared at 
Atlanta, dated and captioned as above, and suitable for 
dissemination. 

Source referred to in enclosed LHM i 
information from whom must be classified confid 





«U W»f«JRNi»T!W COTTAl 

Bureau (Encs. 8) (RM) 
- Columbia (Encs. 2) (RM) 
4 - Atlanta .r^] 

2t. (2 -^2g25j^^Balph Abernathy)^%jJ\v) 

^^^W^^(SCLC) 



<SiC 





•0^- 




114 



AGENCY: A-^' 

DAT" rr 
nov; FG..,;; _. 

,BYs 



/ 0SI;S3C. SER1 

'fm- — 



IW OCT 28113© 




/CC /-rV^-^i^MKyTg^;?^ 



SpecioSi^nt 



w 




nt in Charge 



Sent 



.M Per 



'^Tnr^ 'JT • ^ V » f r^i"' '"* 



vywr^^^rrs- T ' T ^V . 



■ . •r am * ^ 'M. i ^-^-j i mjfm 



I-D-323 (Rev. 11-29-61) 




In jRepZ^, Please Refer to 
FiUNo. 



n 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Atlanta, Georgia 
October 27, 1969 



CONFIDENTIAL 



Title RALPH D. ABERNATHY 






Character RACIAL MATTER 

Reference Memorandum prepared at Atlanta, dated 
and captioned as above. 



■v^:v 



/..#M 



^ All sources (except any listed belov) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
infoimation in the past. 



Jf"!Ko"poT^"J contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
our a enc *° ^°"^ agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 




^ 



,# 



^^^^J 



In Repl^^ Please Refer to 



uk*rED STATES DEPARTMENT 01 .fIJSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Atlanta, Georgia 
October 27, 1969 



-^> 



# 



CONFIDENTIAL 



RALPH D. ABERNATHY 
RACIAL MATTER 



y'.ir 




Source was unable to furnish any further details. 



^ 







This document contains neither recommendations nor con- 
clusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency. It and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FBI WASH DC 



FBI ATLANTA 



r i,* 11:05 AM /11-12-S9 URGENT 

TO DIRECtOR 100-442706, LOS ANGELES, AND LAS VEGAS 





Mr, Tolson 
Mr. DeLoaeh. 
Mr. V>';iJt-?rs-_ 

Mr. M-;hr. „ 

Mr. <--. .r.„ 

Mr. Fr 



^. -i^ ^' n .... 

r. Sj:- vr.n 

AMr,jr^..veI .,„ 

<^. S.v.rs..., 

^Tele. Room._ 

Ml 5.=- Gandy._ 




ti^- -i'';?".^','^.-*'^ 



^QUrM'ANTA 157-257 P 



RALPH D. ABERNATHY. RM. 




SOURCE COULD MOT FURNISH ANY FURTHER 



DETAILS REGARDING THE ABOVE. 
ADMINISTRATIVE: 



. r/. 



W^0 


'\ END. 




yjri 




FBI. WASH DC 




Z' " 




TUP 



CLASSIFIED •e-e^ iFIOCNTIA 'L. LHM FOLLOW, 



%6^ /60"m-20G^JS 






tt NOV 3 4 • .-J 



( 



9 



's 



?^l V.'ASH DC 



FBI LA3VEGAS 



/ 



,/35 8 PM 'JRGENT 11-14-69 



• 




TO: DIRETTOR (100-442706) AND SACS ATLANTA (157-257) 

AND LOS ANGELES 
FROM. SAC LAS VEGAS (157-159) 



( r 



RALPH D.'APERNATHY; RM. 






b7C 



RE ATLANTA TELETYPE TO BUREAU AND LAS VEGAS, NOV. 
TWELVE, LAST. 

ABER^'ATHY ARRIVED r^ CARRAf) AIRPORT, LAS VEGAS, NEV,, 
VTA DELTA FLIGHT FOUR EIGHT OVE OME AT T'^'O P.'"!., NOV. 
THIRTEEN, LAST. A COf\FIDErTI AL SOURCE ADVISED AB"^ Rf'ATHY 
SPOKE AT EIGHT P.'*!,, NOV. THIRTEEN, LAST, DM CA'-IPUS OF 
UNIVERSITY ON NEVADA, LAS VEGAS, BEFORE CROVD OF APPROXIMATELY 
THREE HUNDRED WHEREIN HE CRITICIZED THE NIXOro ADMINISTRATIOM 
AND THE SMALL PERCENT OF THE POPULATION WHO CONTROL THE 
\'ATT0N'S WEALTH. THE CROWD V.'A? PEACEFUL AND NO INCIDENTS 
"^CCRE''. :'^rfERNATHV rEPA~:TED L''" ^'~GAS FO^ LOS i'-HTL^'^ VIA 
Tl'.'A FLIGHT TV'O TWO NINE AT TEN FORTY FIVE P."^. ON NOV. 
THIRTEEN, LAST. A ' ' ' ' / -^ ^ 

f 

LH!1 ^FOLLOWS. REC 17 _ 

END «*V-^i''.»^- 



■r^ 





l/io 




^C 







t 



} »'■, 4^^ 



W 
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i-^-^^" 
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F3I WASH DC 

FB! L:S VEGAS 

5:30 PK. 1 1/13/S9 URG'T'JT 

TO DIRECTOR 



• 



1>70 







FROM L/.S VEG.^S (149-122) 2-P..L iJtr-naMir>ir i-.otnKtfJC* 

UN'3U5: A;\!0':Y«CL'£ THRE*.T TC 30*-3 AIRCRAFT CARRYING RALP H A3ERKATHY, 
N'OVEf-aE?. THIRTEEN INSTANT, DAMV. 




RE LAS VE3AS TELCALL TG BUREAU TODAY. 

AT C\'E FORTY-TWO ?'A REPRESEWTATI VE OF TVA, MC CARRAN FIELD, LAS 
UEl-AS, T~LFPHOVI"ALLY ADl'ISED THAT AT ONE Tl'JT'^'TY-FIVE P^ TWA RESEPVA- 
TIC*;::, office I.\ LCS Ai!GE"LEr> stated they had received AK AN'OMY'^OUS 
C^LL F^OM A->' U'JIDE^'TIFIED FE^iALE '-'MO SAID "A3ERNATHY IS COtlING It} TO- 
D-iY. we're GOIN'G to BLOW UP THAT PLAfCE HE IS ON. IvE ARE G0nv5 TO . 
3LCW U? THE WHOLE AIRPORT." liwIVIDUAL RECEIVING CALL AT T'.^-A RESER- 
^C^iMl?.t':S OFFICE IDENTIFIED AS HHB|HB AMOr.TI^O'JS FEMALE CALLER 
HAD 'JO ACCEK'T AND HUN'G UP Iv:^:EDIATELY AFTER COMPLETING ABOVE STATZ- 
^1E»;T. ^!0 IfP'O RECEIVED INDICATIN'G THE AIRLINE OR FLIGHT NUflSER OF 
T':~ PL'*. *E C* '.''MICH AoERN'ATHY v.'AS FLYTV'G. FOR INFO, AMY CALLS FOR TV^, 
.;:: RESERVATIONS I V LAS VEGAS ARE AUTOMATICALLY SWITCHED TO TWA RESERVA-„ 



TIO\'? If' LOS AN'GELES. 



ST-ir 



:S63 



tr • "^- o ^ ri'7 



imOV 241969 




(t r-- 




§ 



?A3^ Two LV 1^.9-122 

A3ERrc^THY ARRIVm:D MC CARRAiv AIRPORT L^S VIC^AS VIA DELTA FLIGHT 
FOU" EIGHT O'lE 0'^:E AT TWO P" THIS DATE. 

DELTA OFFICIAL? HAD NO I ?:F0R:-:A TIO;: COWCER:;ir:G BO>n THREAT ABOARD 
THI> FLIGHT. DELTA OFFICIAL ADVISES A3ER^■ATHY MOLDS SPACE O:: TlvA 
FLIGHT T'^^C TV^O fJI'^-E LEA VI KG LAS VEG^S TEN FORTY- FIVE Ai^ NOVE^^BEP 
r-TfTTtT-^,' MuvT ^'^\ T t F'T.'^H'^ ^'' ^'"-^TP'-f '^.lER ^•''' THY AR'IV'^D CONTIr!HEr Oiv 
WITHOUT DELAY TO DALLAS, TEXAS AS PER SCHEDULE. f^O SEARCH OF PLANE 
WAS CO^^DUCTED. CLARK COH^'TY SO AND FA ^ ADVISED. LAS VEGAS V.'ILL 
v'^I'.'T.M^: LIAISC' v;ITH A^PROl^RIATE A'JTHORITIES REGARDIK'G A3ER\'ATHy'S 
RETURX^ FLIGHT. 

LOS AHGELES AD^'ISEH AIR'*^AIL. 



F3I V'AS:^ DC 
P 



BEST copy A\IULAB[£ 



# 



£D-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 



F B I 

Date: 11/14/69 




Transmit the following in 

AIRTEL 

~ ' " :"''■ / "\-'l^'r:j^.. ^ ■ ~- (Priority) 



(Type in plaintext or code) 

REGISTERED MAIL 



fS^W: 






>'' 




TO: 
FROM: 
SUBJECT : 

as above, 



director, fbi (100-442706) 
sac, atlanta (157-257) (p) 
d.4k;rnathy 



RALPH 

RM 



«U nfqWMATIOII cmfTAMM 



no 




Re Atlanta teletype to Bureau, 11/12/69, captioned 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Atlanta, Georgia 
November 14 , 1969 

CONFIDENTIAL 



# 



Title RALPH D. ABERNATHY 



Character RACIAL MATTER 

Reference Memorandum prepared at Atlanta , 
dated and captioned as above. 



All sources (except any listed belov) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 



your agency. agency, It and Its contents are nnt to be distributed ouiside 



., t p j ^ w y .^ . ^ . r; y i .^;^J: 'iv^ . -^^''- * T "rv y'7" 



# 




In Repiy^ Please Refer to 
FiUNo. 



O 'J 

t-.ITED STATES DEPARTMENT O. JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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November 14, 1969 
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*=RALPH -iD-i^-ADISNATHy^ 
RACIAL MATTER 




Source was unable to furnish any further details 
regardin.-: the above activity of Abernathy. 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is th? property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 
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TO: DiriECTOR, FBI (100-442700) 
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END TirlE V/A?. IN VIETNAM, 
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Sources referred to' in enclosed LHM are as 
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UNIT.. . STATES DEPARTMENT- OF J13 ICE 
. FEDEllAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Atlanta, Georgia 
November 5, 1GG9 



Title 



C01>[3IDENTIAL 

MEW MOBILIZATION COMMITTEE TO END THE WAK 
IN VIETNAM, DEMONSTRATION AT WASHINGTON, D.' 
NOVEMBER 15, 19S9; RALPH D. ABERNATHY 



^j^'::;^^--^ 



Character INFOKI.Ii\TION CONCERNING (INTERNAL SECURITY) 

RACIAL MATTER. 
Reference llenioranduri prepared at Atlanta, dated 

and captioned as above . 






L^?^ 



All sources (except any listed "belov) vhose identities 
are concealed in referenced conuiiiinication have furnished reliable 
infoiTJiation in the past. 
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CONPapT-NTlAL 



KEY/ MOBILIZATIOI'i COIvi:iITT>:S TO EInT) 
THF. YfAE IN VIETNAM, ■ 
CJiMOKoTRATICN AT \7ASIII1;GT0N, D. C. 
NOVEMBER 15, 1939 
INFOHMATICN CONCERKIKG 
(INTERH/iL SKCUI; ITY) 

EALPM D. AI5}i;KNAT?ri' 
RACIAL M/\TTER 







This document contains neither recomnienda.tions nor conclu- 
sions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and ita contents Cive not to be 
distributed outside your aconcy. 
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Rx-iLPH D. ABZniTATIIY 
RACIAL ?.LATT-:ii 






ladvisecl that the Black Fantlier^Farty (BPP)con-^^^ 
teuplated request inji Abernathy to appsai' at a BPP 
benefit program in San Francisco about the middle of 
November, 19QD. 




Abe5:nathy do3S not oppose the EPP per soT^^^ol ..^^....v... 
opinion that providcl the BPP accomplishes sone good, the' 
organization is entitled to a place in the civil Vights 
h^over.ent. Source note'- Aberuathy expressed this opinion 
vyhen- iiitervicv/ed durinc^ the last week of October, 1069, 
in Los An^Teies, California, on the Joey Bishop television 
pro gran . 
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COnyi^rNTIAL 

BI^.CE P/.>;?SKSR PARTY (B?P) 

ieeos^dlng to its off3.ei5il newspaper, tho Black 

Par.thir FE2=ty (E??) \mg ©tE.3:^t©d during Dceerabor, I966, in- 
Oakland, CSilifoi^nigi, to organise bl£icl: people go they can 
tsika eonts*ol of the life^ politics, and the destiny of tho 
' bl&ek ocTii^T.unityo It Kgig opganized by Bobby Geoi?eo Soale, 
B?? ClmlvxMi, End Euay ?o Ksv?ton, EPP Mniet^r of Defcnso* 
-■ ; N^'^rton i^ prat^ently sar\^ing a Bentencc of 2 to 15 year3=/ 

' ;.J O'H gi oanvlction of Minglaughtar in ccnn€;ction v^lth tho 

'■'--•n killing of En Oakland police cfficc^ra 

The cffieial nmrnp^p^r, "'Jhe Black Panther," 
. vrhlGh £\iTthm' csier'ibag ite^lf as the "Bls^ckConimunity 
'S^-' ' K^a'b Sar^vi-e©/^ Etat^^ that tha B?? advocates the usg of. 
gur.s and exvarrills^ ta:^tlc&^ in ifc^^ revoluntionary progrciin 
to e!:d cjiTjraision of tht^ biaclc paoplOo Rosidsntsv' of tho . 
j^ blEc^: ccmi^iunity arc^ urc^ged to arm thamD Gives Egair^ot the . 

^^^ poli^^ v:ho t.T^ ^cviBi^Bt-^TitlY rafey-i^-Gd to in tho publication 

.3^ . ^m ^-pig^" ^?ho should; b# kllledo 

" "fas BlEG> P^iithG.-*' is:;uc3 of Saptcmb^r 7, 1968, 

Cv^^ntsdn^ 3in^62ito!rl"Sil by 3^^? I-Iinieter of Ilduoation, G^ijorgG 






;hieh ^:id^ v:ith th^ follojings 



^Blg:^:^^ m'g)no Blac'^^ people, colored. persons of 

A>i^.f;2^ieSi::ip ^^'v'olt tiTBry>:?hi^r^J ^^vii your^slvo^o ^hc only- ■ 
ciiltuT^e vycrth kjgpiug i© a ravoluntionnry culture, Chf^-ngo, 
FT'iiiSum ev-srr^rhsrao Bj^nEraitti! Black PovvEr. Uaetho gun^ 
Kill ths pigg <^v^:r^i^hDrao^ 



Inslud'^d in the int^^oduction to txi article 
g>pp(i^2°ing irs th;§ C^tobar 5, 19^5^ edition of '•irh::t ElGck 
Pginth^ar" is tha gt^,t:sin^rit, "0^0 v?e will not diesont from ' 
kvMTl^tJi @cjT6:sT*miinto Ifs v?ill ovarthro;? it," ■ 

Is^u^i of '^fha Black Panther" regularly contain 
qiiotation^ from th^ v^ritlnga of Chairman 1^*0 Tso-tiing of 
tha Peopl'^'e E«^pv.bltc of China and feature I'lAO'G.ctatoiTront 
that ^polS^tisal** pOTfar groWe out of the barrel of a gun." 

The national headquartcr-s of the BBP Is located 

&t 3106 Sh?ittusk k-v<anv:®f Bm*k@ley, California. Eranchos 
have b^an t.stab?iieh©A &t various locationa throughout tho 
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STUDSIi^rS FOll A DI^IIOCK/iTXC SOCXETY 



-~*-^^^^ v-:.CT«a» rtr>c 



— rri. 
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•The Students for a. DDGpcratic Society (SDS), as 
it is kncv.ni today, cans into being nt a fGunding convention 
held at Po?,-t Ilur&n, Wichifian, in Juas, 1962. The SDS is an 
association of ycung poople on the loJt and has a current 
progA'aiii of pvotGcting ths draict, prorisotins' a canpaign fo;.' 
•youth to dsvclop a con.ocientiouo cbjoctor r.tatns, donouncing 
United States intorvent ion in tho var in Vietnan, and to 
"radically tranoforn" tUo university coniiunity, and prcvidG 
for its cor.-pletG control by students. Gug Hall, Gsnsral 
Secrcitary, CO:n:^unist Party, USA, when interviewed by a 
reprGBentativa of United Press XntGruaticnal in S9.n Francifico, 
California, on Ilay 14, 1065, dOKcribod the SDS ac a part of tht 
"rGEponGi.ble left" which tho Party has "coins for ufi." At 
the June, 1065, SDS National Ccavcntibn, an ant5.coi.--iunir>t 
prcv5.ao \7as reMOvodfron ths EDS cGnf;titution. In the 
Octobvr V, -1S66, ifJGue of "iTou Loft llctos," tho official 
publication of SIOS, an SDS Kr,c:xo^i:Sin ctatod that thoro aro 
sons ccnLumiGts in SDS and tiioy aro T;Olcor;3. Ths national 
headquartcro of this organisation as of July 24, 1G63, Vias 
located in Rcoia 206, 1603 Uost Lladic^on Street, Chicar-o, 
Iliinoiy. 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (62-11181 fe 100-442706) 

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (100-7S59 ?i 157-257) (P) 

SUBJECT: NEVf MOBILIZATION COMMITTEE TO 
END THE V/AR IN VIETNAM, 
DEMONSTRATION AT WASHINGTON, D. C. 
NOVEMBER 15, 1969 
• INFORMATION CONCERNING 
• (INTERNAL SECURITY) 
Atlanta file 100-7859 
Bufile 62-111181 x^tl 1WWMATHW COMTWjl* 

RALPH D. ABERKATIIY Lr) 

RM ^ / 

Atlanta file 157-25'7 
Bufile 100-442703 

Re Atlanta airtel and LHM, 11/5/69, captioned as 
above, and teletype to Bureau, 11/14/69, captioned as above 
first caption. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and 8 
copies, and for San Francisco two copies, of an LHM prepared 
at Atlanta., dated and captioned as above, and suitable for 
dissemination . t-O 

Source referred to in enclosed LHM is 

information from when must be classified confidential. 

C^- Bureau (Encs. 9) (RM) 

2 - San Fyancisco (JJncs.' 2) (RM) 
6 - Atlanta 

(2 - 100-7859 (New Mobilization Committee) 
iO (2 - T57^R2^^ Abernathy) . y^ ^ • 
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cWITED STATES DEPARTMENT \>x^ JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Atlanta, Georgia 
November 14, 1969 

BOyriDENTIAL 

NEW MOBILIZATION COMMITTEE TO END THE 
ru+ie WAR IN VIETNAM, DEMONSTRATION AT 

WASHINGTON, D. C, NOVEMBER 15, 1969; 
RALPH D. ABERNATHY 






Character INFORMATION CONCERNING, (INTERNAL SECURITY) 

RACIAL MATTER 
Reference Memorandum prepared at Atlanta, 

dated and captioned as above. 



All sources (except any listed 'belov) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced coTmnunI cation have furnished reliable 
infoimation in the past. 



BECULSSIFIED 




jMhe^^FeTand ^sT<lnLT'''^' recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
your agency your^ncy; it andit^con^t s^e not to be distributed oufside 
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ir'^TED STATES DEPARTMENT OJ VUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Atlanta, Georgia 
November 14, 1969 
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NEW MOBILIZATION COMMITTEE TO 
END THE WAR IN VIETNAM, 
DEMONSTRATION AT WASHINGTON, D. C, 
NOVEMBER 15, 1969 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclu- 
sions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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UNITED STATES ( iiNMENT 

Memorandum 

|.^d™CTOR, FBI (100-442706) 

fc, LOS ANGELES (157-2720) (RUC) 



date: 11/19/69 



v.. 



J-^ject: RALPH D. ABERNATHY 
00: Atlanta 




^.:. 1 



-r^^H- 



^11 WH)flMATIU« ClWTAIfite 

1ATE 9-/fe-9^ 




Enclosed for the Bureau are eight copies of a 
letterhead memorandum (LHM) containing Information concerning 
captioned individual. Two copies of the LHM are being 
furnished Atlanta, Office of Origin. 

Information concerning ABERHATHY»s participation in 
the Moratorium Vietnam activities in Los Angeles during 
October I969 was reported to Bureau xinder caption "Vietnam 
Mnratortom f!omml ttee> t S-MI SC". Infor mation conc< 
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File No, 



UNITt. STATES DEPARTMENT OF JU. CE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

11000 Wllshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 90024 
November 19 > 19^9 



RALPH D. ABERHATHY 
RACIAL MATTER 



< 



ta^-^ 



An article appeared in the November 15, 19^9 issue 
of the "Los Angeles Times", page II-l, which reflected that 
Ralph D. Abemathy, President, Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, attended a rally on November 14, 19^9^ at the 
Victory Baptist Church, 4802 South McKinley, Los Angeles, 
which was sponsored by the Community Council for Justice in 
Construction, an assembly of community organizations fighting 
to get black workers Jobs in the construction industry. 

Abemathy stated that he was in Los Angeles to help 
in the^fight for survival of the black community against the 
construction industry which has a policy of discriminating 
against black people. When asked what strategy had been 
formulated to end this discrimination, Abemathy stated that 
the plans would be worked out with the local leadership. 

Abemathy stated that he had not lost his faith in 
nonviolence and that he felt that it is necessary to give 
people legitimate channels tharough which to express their 
legitimate frustrations. He added that if they do not have 
the legitimate chance, they are going to turn to the 
illegitimate. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (100-442706) 



date: 11/24/69 




(RUC) 



j^^, LAS VEGAS (157-159) 

RALPH DKABERNATHY; 
RACIAL MATTERS 
00: Atlanta 



Re liiito Vegas^eletype to Bureau 11/14/69. 

'Enclosed herewith for the Bureau and 
Atlanta are six copies and two copies respectively 
of an LHM dated and captioned as above. 
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ED STATES DEPARTMENT Ui?" ^ JSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Las Vegas, Nevada 
November 24, 1969 




Title RALPH D. ABERNATHY; 



Character RACIAL MATTERS 

Reference Las Vegas letterhead memorandum 
to Director dated and captioned 
as above. 



All sources (except any listed belpv) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 
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On January 28, 1970, a confidential source advised 
he understood that at the present time most of the speeches 
delivered publically by Ralph D. Abernathy, President, 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), are 
primarily prepared by Tom/Of fenburger. Director, Public 
Relations, SCLC. On occasions. Of fenburger is assisted in 
the preparation of these speeches by Thomas E. Houck, Jr., 
SCLC Field Representative. 
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STUDENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY 

A source has advised that the Students for a 
Democratic Society (SDS), as presently regarded, came into 
being at jt founding comveiation held June, 1962, at Port 
Huron, Michigan. From an initial posture of "participatory 
democracy" the line of the national leadership has revealed 
^^^ a growing Marxist-Leninist adherence which currently calls 

for the building of a revolutionary youth movement. Con* 
■^^M currently, the program of SDS has evolved from civil rights 

~^-^ struggles' to an anti-Vietnam war stance to an advocacy of 
a militant anti-imperialist position. China, Vietnam, and 
Cuba are regaroed as the leaders of worldwide struggles 
against United States imperialism whereas the Soviet Union 
is held Itp be revisionist and also imperialist.' 

» 

At the June, 1SS3, SDS National Convention, 
Progressive Labor Party (PLP) forces in the organization 
were expelled. As a result, the National Office (NO) group 
maintained its National Headquarters at 1608 West Madison 
Street ,^ Chicago, and the PLF faction selt up headquarters in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts <> This headquarters subsequently • 
^^?j moved to Boston.' Each group elected its own national officers, 
^fl which include three natioiQal secretaries and a National Interim 
BS| Committee of eight. Botfc the NO forces and the PLP forces 
^^ claim to be the true SDS. Both groups also print their versions 
of "New Left Notes" which sets forth the line and the program- 
of the particular fact-ion « The NO version of "New Left 
^^ Notes" was recently printed under the title "The Fire Next 

^^ Time" to achieve a broader mass appeal, 

%:^ Two major factioFUS have developed .internally within ' 

^^- the NO group, namely, the Weatherman or Revolutionary Youth 
fe Movement (RYM) I faction, and the RYM II faction. Weatherman 
i^^ is- action-oriented upholding Castro's position that the duty 
"^^^^ of revolutionaries is to make revolution. Weatherman is 

regarded by RYM II as an adventuristic, elitist faction which 
denies the histiorical rele of the working class as the base 
for revolution. RYM II maintains that revolution, although 
desired, is not possible under present conditions, hence 
emphasizes organizing and raising the political consciousness 
of the working class upon whom they feel successful revolution 
depends. Although disclaimiitg control and domination by the 
Communist Party, USA, leaders in these two factions have in 
the past proclaimed themselves to be cos&munists and to follow 
the precepts of a Marxist -L-eninist philosophy, along pro- 
Chinese communist lines. 
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STUDENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY 




m% 



A second source ha^ advised that the PLP faction 
which is more commonly known as the Worker Student Alliance 
is dominated and controlled by members of the PLP, who are 
required to identify themselves with the pro-Chinese Marxist- 
Leninist philosophy of the PLP, Tney advocate that an 
alliance between workers and students is vital to the bringing 
about of a revolution in the United States. 

SDS regions and uimiiversity and college chapters, 
although operating under the outlines of the SDS National 
Constitution, are autoncmous in nature and free to carry 
out independent policy reflective of local conditions. 
Because of this autcTiCiTsy int&rinal struggles reflecting the 
major factional interests oi SDS have occurred at the chapter 
level since the beginirsing of the 1969-70 school year, 

A characterizaticsi of PLP is attached . 
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•The Haw York Times" city edition, Tuesday, , 
April 20, 1965, page 27, reported that a aew party of 
"revolutionary socialism" wa^ formally founded on April 18, 
1965, under the name of the PLP which had beem known as the 
Progressive Labor Movement. 

According to the article, •'The Progressive Labor 
Movement was founded in 1962, by Milton Rosen and Mortimer 
Scheer after they were expelled from the Communist Party 
of the United States for assertedly following the Chinese 
Communist line," 

A source advised on June 3, 1968, that the PLP 
held its Second National Convention in New York City, May 31 to 
June 2, 1968, at which time the PLP reasserted its objective 
of the establishment of a militant working class movement based 
on Marxism-Leninism, This is to be accomplished through the 
Party's over-all revolutionary strategy of raising the consciousnes 
of the people and helping to provide ideological leadership in 
the working clas3 struggle for state power. 

The source also advised that at the Second National^ 
Convention Milton Rosen was unanimously re-elected National 
Chairman of the PLP and Levi Laub, Tred Jerome, Jared Israel, 
William Epton, Jacob Rosen, Jeffrey Gordon, and Walter Linder 
were elected as the National Committee to lead the PLP until 
the next convention. 

The PLP publishes "Progressive Labor," a bimonthly 
magazine; "World Revolution," a quarterly periodical; and 
^Challenge-Desafio," a monthly newspaper. 

The April, 1969, issue of "Challenge-Desaf io" sets 
forth that "Challenge is dedicated to the peoples fight for 
a new way of lif e^ — where the working men and women control their 
own homes and factories; where they themselves make up the entire 
government on every level and control the schools, courts, police 
and all institutions which are now used to control them." 

Source advised on May 8, 1969,^ that the PLP utilizes 
an address of General Post Office Box 808, Brooklyn, New York, 
and also utilizes an office in Room 617, 1 Union Square West, 
New York, New York. 



-5- 



' ^^% ' ^ r ^'^fvz ' fS?^ji '' TV . ^'*/^^ ' 'f^ ' '^ 



» ' a ' ^^ *' C^B'i ' 'Jr ''' '' ' - '' **? ' ^*^' '' \'* '' ^ '' --'^ ' **' ^ ^ ' *^ ' *''"-- ' * ' '^^ '' "'* ''' 



4-750 (Rev. 12-14-88) /" ' /' | XXXXXX 

^ '^-^'^ . XXXXXX 

^ XXXXXX 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 

' Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following 
statements, where indicated, explain this deletion. 

OD Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material 
available for release to you. 

Section 552a 

□ (d)(5) 
D (j)(2) 

D (k)(i) 

D (k)(2) 

D (k)(3) 

n (k)(4) 

D (k)(5) 

D (k)(6) 

D (k)(7) 

□ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your 
request. 

D Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

I5O Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred 
to that agency(ies) for review and direct response to you. 

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be 

advised by the FBI as to the releasability of this information following our consultation 
with the other agency(ies). 

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 





Section 552 






D (b)(1) 




D 


(b)(7)(A) 


□ (b)(2) 




D 


(b)(7)(B) 


D (b)(3) 




« 


(b)(7)(C) 






^ 


(b)(7)(D) 






D 


(b)(7)(E) 






D 


(b)(7)(F) 


D (b)(4) 




D 


(b)(8) 


D (b)(5) 




D 


(b)(9) 


D (b)(6) 









n For your information: 



J^ The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X DELETED PAGE(S) X 
XXXXXX X NO DUPLICATION FEE X 

XXXXXX X FOR THIS PAGE X 

XXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

FBI/DOJ 



-t- ' 



X:h, 






J 




. • ■ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

-rCOMWlUNlCATlONS SECTION 
FBI WASH PC* ■'-'■ pcBS 1970 

ELETYPE < 

FBI ATLANTA '. :; •'/i^^-'H^e-'r^j^ 

10:39AM 2-5-70 URGENT 







y^ 



/J 




Mr. ToIffOTL. 



Mr. Del;6ach 

Mr. V/n!^-rs 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Bfshcp 

Mr. Camper 

Mr. Cir'Cihan 

Mr. Conrad • 

Mr. F-lt 

Mr. Gal9 ■. 



Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Suii-van. 

Mr. Tavol 

Mr. Sos'^rs— _ 

Tele. Room 

Miss Holriea—— 
Miss fi^TiHy 



TO DI^EtiTOR 100-442706/ PITTSBURGH, AND WFO 
£°" ATLANTA 157-257 ,^^,,,^,^3 



RALPH D. ABERNATHY* RM. 



-.■v.:.*;:u-'-'v-^ 




ADMINISTRATIVE: w ;S . ; 

FOREMENTIONED CLASSIFIED-««NW 
END 
ELR 







LHM FOLLOWS. 



Wfis^**»»n' w^^* 






eaFEB 6 1970 



FBI WASH DC* ...' 

MBTT 
^c..-_k...I ' 



'^'J :) 








FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 



(- 



Transmit the following in CODE 




Date: 2/6/70 



^'i 



Via 




(Type in plaintext or code) 



TELETYPE 



URGENT 



(Priority) 





TO: 
pioH: 



DIRECTOR, FBI AND SACS ATLANTA AND PITTSBURCffl 



SAC, WFO 
\^C RALPH D. ABERNATHY, RM - SCLC, 00 ATLANTA. 



Li"" i=:: 



ON FEBRUARY FIVE LAST, A CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE WHO HAS 
FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN THE PAST, ADVISED THAT RALPH 
D. ABERNATHY, PRESIDENT, SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 
IS SCHEDULED TO SPEAK AT CRAMPON AUDITORIUM, HOWARD UNIVERSITY, 
WASHINGTON, D.C., NIGHT OF FEBRUARY SIX INSTANT. APPEARANCE 



IS IN CONNECTION WITH RAISING FUNDS FOR "MISSISSIPPI PROJECT" 
WHICH IS PROGRAM SPONSORED BY HOWARD UNIVERSITY STUDENTS TO 
PROVIDE HEALTH SERVICES TO QUITMAN COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI. Jo? 
APPROPRIATE LOCAL AUTHORITIES COGNIZANT. 
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Enclosed for the Bureau are eight copies, AT two 
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above. LHM classified "COHFIlilllTIAL" as It contains Informatloxf 
from confidential sources whose Identities must be protected. 
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In Reply, PUase Refer to 
FUe No. 



WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 

February 12, 1970 



CONFIDBNTIAL 



Ri^LPH D. ABERNATHY 
RACIAL MATTERS - 
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN USADHtSHIP CX)NFERENCE 



On February 5, 1970, ai cohf Identlal aource, vfao has 
furnished reliable Information in the past, advised that 
Ralph 0. Abernathy, President of the Southern Christian Leader- 
ship Ck>nference (SCLC), would speak at Craatbn Auditorium, 
Howard University, Washington, D.C, on the night of February 6, 
1970. Source stated the appearance was in connection with 
raising funds for the "Mississippi ftroject" which is a program 
sponsored by Howard University students to provide health 
services for Quitman County, Mississippi. 

The SCLC, mentioned above, is a 
nationally known civil rights 
organization headquartered in 
Atlanta, Georgia. 

On February 9, 1970, a second confidential source, 
^o has furnished reliable information in the past, advised 
that Abernathy appeared at Howard University as scheduled. 

Source stated that he spoke to a crowd numbering 
approximately 1,000. Source stated that the speech was held 
without incident. 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-442706) 

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (157-257) 

SUBJECT: RALPH D. ABERNATHY 
RM 



Enclosed for the Bureau are original and 8 copies 
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your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. ENCLOSURi 






k mev 



ev, 5-22-64) 



t/' 



f 




Transmit the following In 



F B I 

Date: 2/19/70 



Via 



AIRTEL 



(Type in plaintext or code) 

;? - laEGISTERED MAIL 



' "" ' ■ ■ :>' 'H. ^-^^.^^^'r ■■<■ '; .-• • (Pfi^^yf . :■ , ■ - •„. J '. 






AUWFOIIMATKWCUrir 
it£ri»K IS UVXASSt 

TO: DIREC 




00-442706) 




FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (157-257) 

O 

SUBJECT RALPH D. ABERNATHY 
RM 



Enclosed for the Bureau are original and 8 copies 
of LHM, prepared at Atlanta 2/19/70, captioned as above, 
and suitable for dissemination. One copy of the above de- 
scribed LHM is enclosed for New York and Detroit. 

»0^ Source referred to in t he enclosed LHM is' 

information from whom must be classified confidentia 




b^D 




AGE!:( 
I!0'.V ] 



/.".- 



C-I-GSC. SER: 



fU 



.M^ji^.. y^^ 



©-Bureau (Enc . 9)(RM 
1-New York (Enc. 1)( 
l-Detroitn(Enc. DiSJ^ 
3-Atlanta V^^ 

(2 - 157Q257) /^ 

\£)0 







I U /f) 





/od'^:^J!^^ '^^'^ 



i^> 



^ 





>'.:;•■' 



Sent 



.M 



Per 



ff W 'K t p ' ;;7yjK»\ T;;w - i ^^ F»' j Jf 73 ? ^ ' .r^ 



FD-323 (Rev. 11-29-61) 




In R^fy, Ple^ liefer to 
FiUNo. 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
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February 13, 1970. 
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AT ATLANTA, GEORGIA. Will follow and submit 
pertinent information regarding subject's, activities. 
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1. [^ Subject's name is included in the □ Security Index or [X] Agitator Index. 

2. □ The data appearing on the □ Security Index Card □ Agitator Index Card are 
\ current. 

3. CXD Changes on the □ Security Index Card [3] Agitator Index Card are necessary 

and □ Form FD-122 J^ FD-397 submitted to the Bureau. 

4. [X] A suitable photograph [^1 is □ is not available. 

Date photograph was taken 1968 

5. □ Subject is employed in a key facility and 

charged with security responsibility. Interested agencies are 



IS 



6. □ This report is classified 
(state reason) 



iSftPi Pagft B 



. because 



7. □ Subject previously interviewed (dates) 



I I Subject was not reintervieiv^^ed because (slate reason) 



8. □ This case no longer meets the □ Security Index □ Agitator Index criteria and a 

letter has been directed to the Bureau recommending cancellation. 

9. \X\ This case has been reevaluated in the light of the □ Security Index ^ Agitator 

Index criteria and it continues to fall within such criteria because (state reason) 

as President of SCLC and because of influence this 
organization holds in civil rights field, subject 
possesses great potential to foment disorder by- 
word or action. 



10. I I Subject's SI card is tabbed □Priority! □ Priority II | — | Priority III. 
n Subject's activities warrant such tabbing because (state reasons) 
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STATES DEPARTMENT U JUSTICE 
EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Atlanta, Georgia 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20535 

March 3, 197O 



Director 

United States Secret Service 
Department of the Treasury 
Washington. D. C. 20220 

Dear Sir: 
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i mET 



The information furnished herewith concerns an individual who is believed to be 
covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning Presidential pro- 
tection, and to fall within the category or categories checked. 

1. □ Has attempted or threatened bodily harm to any government official or employee, 

including foreign government officials residing in or planning an imminent visit to the 
U. S., because of his official status. 

2. □ Has attempted or threatened to redress a grievance against any public official by other 

than legal means. 

I, ■ ■" 

3. □ Because of background is potentially dangerous; or has been identified as member or 

participant in communist movement; or has been under active investigation as member 
of other group or organization inimical to U. S. 

4. □ U. S. citizens or residents who defect from the U. S. to countries in the Soviet or 

Chinese Communist blocs and return. 

5. [X] Subversives, ultrarightists, racists and fascists who meet one or more of the following 

criteria: 

(a) □ Evidence of emotional instability (including unstable residence and 

employment record) or irrational or suicidal behavior: 

(b) □ Expressions of strong or violent anti-U. S. sentiment; 

(c) ^ Prior acts (including arrests or convictions) or conduct or statements 

indicating a propensity for violence and antipathy toward good order 
and government. 

6- .□! JjK^^iyiduals involved in illegal bombing or illegal bomb-making. 

Photograph □ has been furnished □ enclosed □ is not available 
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Very truly yours, 

John Edg^ Hoover 
DirectOT 



1 - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s)l) 

u. s. Secret Service, Atlanta, Georgia (RM) 
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Synop.!.. ABERNATHY continues to reside at 69O LaVerne Drive, 
N. W. , Atlanta, Ga. , and to be employed as Pastor, We"st" ' 
HuntervStreet Baptist Chi^rch, Atlanta. He also continues 
to serve as President, Southern Christiaxi Leadership * 
Conference (SCLC) headquartered in Atlanta. SCLC activity 
^® ^z?^?*'*^^^^-^^^*-^^^ some association with several Ind 1 v j di] a i a 
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AT 157-257 
DETAILS ! 

Residency 

As of February 27, 1970, ABERNATHY continued to 
reside with his wife and family at 690 LaVerne Drive, N. W. , 
Atlanta, Georgia. 




Employment 

ABERNATHY as of February 27, 1970, continued to 
be employed as Pastor of the West Hunter Street Baptist 
Churqh, 725 Hunter Street, N. W. , Atlanta. In addition, he 
continued to serve as President of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCLC), the headquarters of which is 
located at 33M- Auburn Avenue, N. E. , Atlanta. 



Activities 





A characterization of JACK O'DELL 
is set forth in the Appendix Section 
of this report. 
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Ti«^- 1 T ^^NATHY was a guest of the Ceasar's Palace 
VoJo '^^o ^fe^?» Nevada, during the period September 7, 
1969, to September 10,^ 1969. ^ . '' 
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The November, 1969, issue (Volume 2, No. ^-) of 
"Soul Force^" self --j.dentlf led as the^J'jbfflclal p:>urnal^f_ 
the Southern Chrlsflan Leactership c!cSii*^rence,*' on"pa|^^wo^ 
Indicated HARRY BELAFONTE to be a member of the SCLC Board 
of Directors, 




The September 13, 1969? issue of the "Minneapolis 
Star," daily Minneapolis, Minnesota, newspaper, published an 
article reflecting that on September 12, 1969 ? ABERNATHY 
addressed the United States Congress on Evangelism in 
Minneapolis. This article in part stated that ABERNATHY 
challenged participants in this congress to work for the 
end of the "Godless and senseless" war in Vietnam and to work 
for the admission of Communist China to the United Nations 
" — so the problems of the world can be solved aroxind the 
conference table." 

The SCLC Executive Staff held a retreat September 
15 J 1969, through September 19, 1969, at the In The Oakes 
Episcopal Diocese Center, Black Moimtair 
which was 




On October 15, 1969, ABERNATHY was in Los Angeles, 
California, and participated in Moratorium Vietnam activity 
in that city. 



A joint meeting of the Executive Committee of the 
SCLC Board of Directors and the SCLC Executive Staff was held 
in Atlanta on October 31, 1969. ABERNATHY presided over this 
meeting? and among those in attendance were 'JAMES BEVEL and 
STANLEY LEVISON. -— - • 
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In October, 1969> JAMES BEVEL was Director of 

NoP3j^%leat Education, SCLC. _ _^^i-,>c„._: 







reflects STANLEY 
Directors. 



The November, 1969, issue of "Soul Force," supra., 
[y LEVISON to be " " ■ " ' 



be a member of the SCLC Board of 



h^ 




A characterization of LEVISON is set 
forth in the Appendix Section of this 
report. 

^^^^.^^ Memphis Police Department, 
Memphis, Tennessee, aavisea on November 10, 1969, that on the 
evening of that date ABERNATHY led a march of approximately 
1,500 individuals in Memphis. Individuals participating in 
this march represented the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People and Local 1733 of the American 
Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees. By making 
this march, these individuals defied an earlier ruling of the 
Memphis Police Department that such marches could not be con- 
ducted after 3:30 P.M. On November 10, 1969, ABERNATHy was 
one of many participants in this march arrested by the 
Memphis Police Department and charged with disorderly 
conduct. 

ABERNATHY spoke November I3, I969, at the Uxtrersity 
of Nevada, Reno, Nevada, During his speech he stated the war 
in Vietnam is "draining on our resources" and that SCLC was 
protesting this war through hunger strikes. 

11/13/69) 

. ^n ,, ,.^® December ^,1969, issue of the "Washington Post," 
dally Washington, D. c, newspaper, published an article 
reflecting that on that date ABERNATHY was attending a "Whitehouse 
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Conference on Food, Nutrition and Health" at the request of 
President NIXON. 




A characterization of the BPP 
is set forth in the Appendix 
Section of this report. 
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As of January, 1970, most of the speeches delivered 
publically by ABERNATHY are prepared by THOMAS OFFENBURGER, 
Director of Public Relations, SCLC, who on occasions is 
assisted by THOMAS E. HOUCK, JR., SCLC Field Representative. 




.„^„. F^om January 21, 1970, through January 31, 1970, 

ABERNATHY visited Syeden as a guest of the Swedish Ctovernment. 
STONET COOKS was one of several individuals who accompanied 
ABERNATffif to Sweden. / 
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/ ^. ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^1 appeal is a program of soliciting 

/ £u ^^^^■'' contributions to SCLC via mail from selected donors. 

I This program is handled by the New York City office of SCLC 

\ -under the general supervision of STANLEY LEVISON. 
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.,«a.-i ^^-® ^^^-'^"^a-y ^j 1970, "Blue Streak" edition of the 
'Atlanta Journal, '= daily Atlanta newspaper, on Page 12A 
published an article captioned "Abernathy Lashes at Nixon on 
Slow School Integration," bylined HARMON PERRY. This article 
concerned ;ABERNATHY»s press conference that date diiring which 
he referred to a recent week- long visit to Sweden. ABERNATHI 
stated he had attended a banquet while in Sweden at which he 
was presented a $50,000.00 check by Prime Minister OLOF PALME 
for SCLC "to carry oj). the work of the late Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. — ," (former President, SCLC). 

_ ,_^ The aforementioned news article also reflected that 
ABERNATETy, during the press conference February h, 1970, was 
critical of the Federal Government for not taking more forceful 
action regarding school desegregation in the South. The 
article stated "Abernathy said President Richard Nixon fails 
to uphold the Constitution and his oath of office when he 
does not see that action is taken when laws are violated." 
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The YCL has beea designated by the U* S* 
Attorney General pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 
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^Wn^ The Su'ififiiGr, 19GC, iKsuo o.f "Freoclouways'' lists 

J. H, O'Doll (Jack O'Dell) as lUi /associate Managing 
Editor. . * . • 
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...L .irf fill! S/«ii|pi«r*^^^^^ 

O&kl&ftd, C&lifcrnia, to organize black people so they can 
tak-. control of the' life, politics and the destiny of the 
bisolt eorwimunlty. It vias organized by .Bobby Seale, BPP 

Ch8ir<nan, and Kuey ?. Nsivton,. B?? ^''^^^lll^f.^illll^^^^r • 
Nsvjtoi^ 4s sentensee In 1968 to serve two to 15 years after 
betns eonvtoted of ts^^nslaughter- in connection with the 
killiR^ of an OaklsnS police officer. 

The official newspaper, "The ^Black Panther," 
vihlch further d^^sor-lbss itself as^the "Black Community 
mW>3 s^.-v'iee," states that the B?P advocates the use of 
Kun§ Inh SuerriUa tactics in its revolutionary program 
lo Ind opiression of the black people. Residents of the 
. black community are urged to arm themselves against the 
police who are consistently referred to in the publication 
as "pigs" who- should bs killed. 

"Ihe Black Panther'' issue of September 7, 1968^ 
1 eor.t-'dns an editorial by BP? i^lnister of Education, 
i Georgia Mason Murray, which ends with the following: 

; "Black ice n. Black, people, colored persons of 

4in^ric«, revolt everywhere I Arm yourselves. The only culture 
;;or-th keopins is a revolutionary culture. Change. Preeacm 
everj'vyhere, Dynar=iitel B-lack Power. Use the gun. Kxll 
the pigs everywhere." 

Xncluae^ In the intrcduction to an article 
£pi3SS?iRg in the October 5, iS58, edition of "The Black 
pirtKr" is the statement "... we will not dissent from 
American Government. Vie will overthrow it. 

Issues of "The Black Panther" regularly contain 
ouotations frcsi the writings of Chairman Mao Tse-tung of 
t^*e FeOBl^'e Republic of Chins and feature Mao's statement 
t"^'st "poitticel p^^y ^S'ous out of the barrel pi a gun. 
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Lonal heacrqusirters of ths BF? is located 
'at 3105 Shattuck Avenue, Berkeley^ Calirornla, Branches 
have teen establii^>hed at various locations throughout the 
United States « . * ' • , 
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A sourc- c^?v:.::^i t:,^t or: 0c-';ob5i' 26- £?, 19633 a 
rence of meriiyrr.H c:^ thi Co-ii-aurilst ?ar;:y;> United States 
of "America (CPUSA)^ Inclaclinj :::?.t4,Gr.al functionaries.,' met in 
Chicago, IlilnoiSj for tne purpose of s?;*cting in motion 
forces for the eEtibii^n'aent ,of a nev; national Marxist-oriented 
jrouth organiKation vfhicr. v^ouid hunt for the most peaceful 
tr-ia£;ition to socialisra. The delegates v;^re told that it 
Koulc^ be reasonatla to assurr-e that th;5 young socialists 
attracted into this neiv organisation would eventually pass 
into the CP itself. ^ " 

A second sourcr hae advised that 500 delegates 
attt^nded tne founding convention for the new youth organization 
which v;as held froia June 19-21^ 195^^ at I50 Golden Gate 
Avenue^ San Franciscc, California^ at v?hiah time the name 
W. E. 3. DuBols Clu> 



;>^ of Anerica (DC A) v^as adopted. 



A third source advised in January, 19^9^ that the 
future course of the DCA v:as discussed at ^h"e^ National 
Con-nittee (NG) meeting of the 0?USA hild January 4-6, I9S9. 
in Nev: York City. Tne uiBCUBsion included a history of the 
c^svelQpzent cf the i:OA^ nar^rily,. that it vj£:S fa;nded. as a 
&::;cia-list«"Oriented your^h o>:-g^^:"./i.v.ion rut to the C? it r^eanf 



a Karxist-Ieninist crgr^nl^^ac;!-::'^ vrhioh 
v:lth flexibility in its app-o^:-:: '-j r 



7*ax:inn;ni 



)SsibilitJ::;> fo;- 



uld provide the CP 

callred youth and 
f tue organisation, 
nsldcring v?ays of 



Tne C? leadevs at the KC ineeting vrere 

bringing ne^w life into the orv:ani2'^f;ion so they can reach 

a greater number of people/ 

..The second source acvls^d on Apx^dl 23, 1559> that 
J^rvls Tyner is the National Cnairran of the DCA and is also 
on the NG of the C?13£A. 

A fourth source advised on June 3. 195?:^ that the 
DCA moved to nev quarters on June 2. 19o9jf located at 22 
East 17th Street;, Kev/ York^ Nev? York. 
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¥. E. B.. DU BOIS CLUB 
OF A7EST LOS AITGELES 



5ff': 



On April 23, 1964, a source advise.d that the W. E. B. 
Du Bois Club of \?est Los Angeles, was organized by RUTH 
GREEiTBAUM with the assistance of MARVIN TREIGER in February, 1964, 




SKsn^^^rts^E-j 



The first source above stated that the Du Bois Club 
was organized loainly to meet the. needs of liarxist - Orientated 
students at the University of California at Los Angeles, (UCLA), 
but that the club eventually hoped to spread its influence into 
other areas in West Los Angeles, 

• 
The records of the Office of Dean of Student Activities 
at UCLA, reveal thpt in SPpbruary, 1964, the Du Bois Club 
filed for permission to hold meetings and other special functions 
on the UCLA campus and that pernission was granted ♦ The chair naa 
of tho DiiBois Club was listed as RUTH GREEKDAU.M. In making this 
applicr/cion, the club listed a statoiaent of purjjose v^hich cti.tos 
fC'in part, "V/e the members of the TuE«B. Du Bois Club of T/est Los 
I Angeles,- join together to help further the development of a 
^D)''^ socialist system, , free fi-om ignorance, poverty, fear and the 
econoraic power exercised by the few over the many. 

'/Although we viev; socialism as the likely solution 
to the ills of the present society, we do^'not make this an 
a priori commitment for any hoaest person to join with us in 
fighting for a beiter America and a more rational world," 
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.-,,*,,,r'M-r.-rrKr' W. E, B. DU B0I3 CLUB 

„. U ; V rMl: i V 1 1 A L o? ¥est los a^seles. 

i^-;^ A iourth source advised oa"I<Sarch 25, 1965, that 

-i^^ since its inception, the activities of the Du Bois Club 

^vi"^ ;f have been maittly lircdted to participation in protests against 

vV] alleged racial diseriminatica, participation in Marxist 

'••J: classes, participation in conferences wJiich led. to the creation 

• -■'. of the W. E. B. DiiBois Clubs of Aiasrica in the summer of 

' -•* 1864 and participation in demonstrations protesting U. S. 

intervention in Viet Nam. Tfeis source advised that the W. E. B. 
'■■ '.V DuBois Club of West Los A::igelss is nov affiliated v/ith the .' 

W. E. B. Du Bois Clubs of Amsriea and is operating as a 
... >■ chapter of that organization. 
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STUDENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY 
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A source fcas adviised that the Students for a 
Democratic Society (SDS), as presently regarded, came Into 
being at a founding cor^'ention held June, 1962, at Port 
Huron, Michigan. Fro2r» an initial posture of "participatory 
democracy" the line of the national leadership has revealed 
a growing Marxist -Leninist adhererice which currently calls 
for the building of a revolutionary youth movement. Con- 
currently, the program of SDS has evolved from civil rights 
struggles to an anti-Vietnam war stance to an advocacy of 
a militant antirimperialist position. China, Vietnam, and 
Cuba are regafaed as the leaders of worldwide struggles 
against United States imperialism whereas the Soviet Union 
is held to be revisionist and also imperialist. 



, j At the Juna, 196S, SDS Rational Convention, . 

'f \ Progressive Labor Party (FLP) forces in the organization 

^ vere expelled. As a resi:alt, the Natios^al Office (NO) group 

^^^ . maintained its Nationsil Headquarters at. 1608 West Madison 
. -".-^ Street, Chicago, and the PLP f section set up headquarters in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts c This he2.dquarters subsequently 
moved to Boston. Each group elected its o^^n natiorial officers, 
which include three naticroai secret5;ries and a National Interim 
^'^ Committee of eight. EotJi the NO forces and the PLP forces 

claim to be the true SDS. Both groups also print their versions 

^^ :.: of "New Left Notes?" which seta forth the line and the program 

^- of the particular faction. The NO version of "New Left 
w Notes" was recently printed under the title "The Fire Next 

-< ; Time" to achieve a broader majss appeal, 

~- .- -l ^ • 

"i: Two major factions have developed internally within 

the NO group, namely, the 17eathermairi or Revolutionary Youth 

irr: Movement (RYM) I faction, and the RYM II faction. Weatherman 

: is action-oriented upholdir.g Castro^s position that the duty 
11 of revolutionaries is to Ksake revolution. Weatherman is 

regarded by RYM II as aim adventuristic, elitist faction which 
denies the historical rcle of the working class as the base 
for revolution. RYM II maintains that revolution, although 
desired, is not possible under present conditions, hence 
emphasizes organizing and raising the political consciousness 
of the working class upon whom they feel successful revolution 
depends. Although disclaiming control and domination by the 
Communist Party, USA, leaders in these t^o factions have in 
the past proclaimed tber^iselves to be comrrmnists and to follow 
the precepts of a ?=!arxi3t'Leiii:rHiBt philcr^ophy, along pro-- 
Chinese co/nmunist lir^es. 
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STUDENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY 
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JMyj^jsecond source has advi:ssd that the PLP faction 
wi*icX» more coraraoray knovn ^s the Worker Student Alliance 
is dominated and ccntrclled by members of the PLP, who are 
required to identify themselves with the pro-Chinese Marxist- 
Leninist philosophy of the PLP. They advocate that an 
alliance between workers and students is vital to the bringing 
about of a revolutiCLi in the United States. 

SDS regions and university air.d college chapters, 
although operating uinder the outllries of the SDS National 
Constitution, are autc3?.cmci:s in mature amd free to carry 
out independent policy reflective of local conditions. 
Because of this autcir^cir^y interr^al struiggles reflecting the 
major factional istterasts of SDS have occurred at the chapter 
level since the begininiing of the 1569-70 sc;hooi year, 

A characterizatic^ii of PLP i£ attached. 
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•'The y^ev Ici^i ^^ii.-^^ city aditioa, Tuesday, 
April 20, i&S5, ps-gi^ 2?, :'cpD:-:.i=d thiit a ne^^ party of 
"revolutionaj-y eocialie?-" ^'i:? £or£i^.liy fo^inded on April 18, 
X£S5, under the ti^tie ot tha PL? which bad been known as the 
Progressiva Labor Koveaii^t. - .•- . 

Accordir^g to the- article, "The Progressive Labor 
iioveaent was foutdsd in 1S62, by Milton Rosen and Mortimer 
Scheer after they vers ©spelled from the Comsiunist Party 
of the United St»tss for asssrtedly following the Chinese 
Communist line/* — 

A source advised on June 3, 1968, that the PLP 
hold its Second liatioG?il Co.nvention in New York City, May 31 to 
June 2, 1963, at which tin? the PLP reasserted its objective 
of th5 establiehttjeht of a militant \;7orking class movement based 
on Marxism-Leninism* This is to be accomplished through the 
Party's over-all revolutionary strategy of raising the consciousnos 
of the people and helping to provide ideological leadership in 
the v7orking class struggle for state pov/er. 

The source, also advised that at the Second National 

Converition Mi.Tton P^csn v;:?-?? vr r<rl-riOU?Jly re-??'' --^cted National 
Chf.irji::n Of tha FL? and Levi La^vb, ^rad Jerome, Jared Israel, _ 
Willian Epton, Jacob Rosen, cGfiroy Gordon, and Walter Linder 
v;^r^ elected ac the :<?.tio:>'':il Ccni:^:lttee to lead the PLP uotil 
"che r?c;:zt ccavsnticr:. 

The PLP publisher "Prcgrossiye Lsbor," a bimonthly 
:^?.gaziri8; "Uorid Ravolutioii,'' a quarterly periodical; and 
"^Challeriga-Desafio," a monthly nss^ixpaper. 

Th5 April, 1£39, issue; of "Challenga-Desaf io" sets 
xorrth that "Chsllengs is dsdic2.ted to the peoples fight for 
a. nev v^j of life — Y/hers tho working r^5-n acd women control thair 
Qv:n ho-:n3S and factories; whs::>e thsy theasalves make up tha entire 
Kovernasnt on evory level ar.:< control tha schools, courts, police 
and all institutions ^hich are no^ ussd to control then." 

Source advissd en Hay S, 19S9,.that the PLP utilizeis 
an addrass of Gsreral Post Office Bos SOS, Brooklyn, Neu York " 
and also utilisea aa office- in Hcos Si7, 1 Union Square West ': 
Ksv; York, Ns\? York. ' 
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.-The records c? th;*::*'f?a^Vci^V: State Secretary of • 
Stata^ Albany^ New York^,.sn:>v; that the Certificate of 




, A second source advised on May 25,* 1961, that 
'Preedomways" was set up for the CP by James Jackson. xThis -4 
source advised on April 23, 196$, that James Jackson is the ^''^"' 
Chairman of the International Affairs Department of the 
CFUSA and that his wife ^ Esther Jackson, is the current 
Managing Editor of "Prsedoroways", a magazine published by 
Preedor"-/:?.ys Associates^ Incorporated^ located at 799 
Broad. .ay p 13ev7 York^ N-^v; York. 
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UNITED STATES GOVr^RNMENT 

Memorandum 



TO 



FROM 




DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, ALEXANDRIA (157-122) (C) 



date: 



4/23/70 



f 



ij'ii, 



\\ 




subject: ^^^^^■■I^^^^L^ 

Enclosed for the Bureau are nine c opies of 

U*]c,and one for WFO, due to proximity, entitled 

in view of derogatory statements made by her in the past at 
the NSWPP Headquarters in Arlington, Va. She has not been 
identified as a member of the NSWPP. 

Local dissemination is being made to 116th MI GP, WDC; 
NISO, WDC; OSI, Suitland Hall, WDC; and U. S. Secret Service, 
WDC. 

Sources mentioned in LHM are as follows: 




LHM is classified CONFIEBNTIAL to protect sources 
of continuing value, the disclosurl of whom would be, 
detrimental to the National Security. 
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caDtioned as above. 



All sources (except any listed belov) vhose identities 
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A characterization of the NSWPP is 
attached hereto. 
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A third scarce advis e d the 
NSW?? Keadcruarterst 



CON' 



isited at 




aemo 



The first source advised VHHHPiBP attended 
nstrations in Arlington, Virginia, on March 7 and 14, 



for not'aiiowing the NSWPP to hold a rally at Yorktown High 
School in Arlington, 
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£3c:alist v'::iviz p: 



l.\^ J. J-! J ^ 



As 



Iho A:n£ricr:i Kazi Party. 



:.:•; >"£::■: ;.S; The ITovlcl U":ic 

-.-ioc': Xntioi-al SocialiSLS, Trui 

lA r. c (^ In r^ c cir.v ell Party '_ 



of Free 



0- ^^"^' 26 '1969, a source advised that- the Aiaerican^ 
■..-,^-.-y : Vorld linion of Free Enterprise National Sociai^.s-s 
, ■■■■^■ri.s) .,..,-3 c--arized by George Liiicoln Rockwell at .^rlxng^on, 
■•--'"-■""o-> Febvu."?y 26, 1956, It \ras based up.on the concept , 
■.7"::.-^..-;".tional "National Socialist" rr.ovenent, as espousea 
"-'r- „...-..-.-.--, ^^zi Party, irhich vas headed by Adol/ Hiuier. .nv^ 
-■."■-•E-^"s"-u'rpo-ts and follov7S the line of hatred agams- negroes, 
:'^:...._A co-'-un'sts, through si^eeches, published literature, _ 
^■^-rat-ons and i^ublicity- seeking devices for the purpose. or 
•Ing. a legitimate dominant political party vithin tae u.r.'cee 
:es and foreign countries. 

^'--e -■:chT:.ond:.^ev7S Leader" issued dated April 4, 1963, 
■-'.^.^.'■.-•. d-'-iv at Richrr,ond, Virginia, stated that this or-gani- _ 
~:r*:: ^:J^.^^ed m the state of Virginia as "The George 
:.:-'..~;.ckve- -i party" and that the Virginia Assembly pron:,.r.ici> _ 
"r:*.; ':.-. :^:^s.z''' or "National Socialis-.v," ' in a Virginia- chartered 

V"::.^.;.,., is of January 1, 1967, the official name o.-__unis 
:'.::'Z:.:^:\... c-an-ed to "National Socialist White People s 



.eo^:;^ 



.incoln Rockv/ell ^;:-^' 



on -.:gust 25, 1967, Gc _ _ .,., .,„, ^._, 

...sinated in Arlington, Virginia, near r.-e A.- .^.^ucu... . .-^^ ^ 
-_•.•.--. -.--o .^-.-ust ^8, 1967, issued or tne "iNorcnern V^.gxii.... 
"-Teaiiy^n^vspaper published at Arlington, Virginia, statea 
;.: v^trhias Koehi, Jr., took co::r.and of the Party after Rockwol. s 



a:^s2:s£i-r:£:'Licn, 



TM: dG:i:':iCrrt ccntcin: neither rfcCom-^:n^^i:cnv no: cc:^:lu5ions 
c-.nc-' :: ZT.i its c^.';:;;ls i.'cr.c: to be i:s;::Lw'UC ou'.siii >c--r. 
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llT. J. Edgar HooTer 

Federal Bureau of Investigation ^^^^ 
Department of Justice ^^^^ "^ 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear ITr, Hoover: 

This is the first time in seventy-two years that I 
have had a desire to write to your Bepartment. I am en- 
closing a letter and a clipping telling my message com- 
pletely. 

President ITixon has attempted to clean up the courts 
Judje iiiller seems to have joined the undesirable group. 
Please stop him. 
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-^^^:.^ I'jjjc 30— Tllli NASHVILLE 1 ^ ANNER, Wed. April 23. 1970 

Ahematliy Ashs Support Of Pautlners 



^"ew York ( AP) — The Rfiir. 
_Railo!^i p. ^\bei'najjv>% cnair- 
nian oI1ao*SouITrci-n Chrislinn 
Lciidcrsiiip Confoivnce, urges 
that liberal and p-o^rcssivc 
forces juin a rally May 
l' in Now Haven ia support 
of Bcdck Panthers. 

Ai-.c-nir.t!iy issued the call 
?.^:::day at a ucws^confcrence 
here. 



He said the "racist justice 
that drove his predecessor, 
Ihe late Dr. Marlin Lulhtir 
Kins Jr., to, the streets of the 
South in 1055 **is row driving 
lis to the streets of the 
North — New York, Nev/ 
Haven, Chicago-signalling 
the ))CSi"Tiing of the .end. of 
'the ..I^'UlcheV.-Nixon-Agucw- 
Tlvirmond era.' ' ■ 

T h c pro-Panther rally, 



advertised in Connecticut as 
a three-day festival, is 
sclicduled for the Nev/ Ilavcn 
Creen at a lime coiaclding 
v^ i t h a planned Yale 
University^ Law Schol Alumni 
celeltration. 

New Haven is the site of 
a trial in which .M^njack 
PanUicrs, including party co- 
chirinv!a''n_.. Bp.hby__Seare, are 
charged in conneclion with 



Jl2G„P?i^.rder of Alc.x .RacViey^_ 
a party member from New 
York. 

Abernathy joined Chicago 
Conspiracy rnembers at the 
rcv.'s conference in .cenounj;^ 

v_'"ing the a_cticn_pf ConriecLk'ut^ 
Judfo Harold ^r>iulvey, who' 

^^jajlcd j.v/0 _nn,t.iorial_Biacr: ' 

j^;Tnther' l^^'S^ li^^'v^aQk for 
conienipt of cour:. 
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May 18, IWO 



IMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSOM 

MR. DE LOACH 
MR. ROSEN 
MR. SULUVAN 
MR. BISBOP 



/ 



k^o 




To 1 son _ 
DeLoach 



w 

^ vice President Splroi^?»ew called. He said he vinted to talk to 
me about aoraethlng to see whether I could be of some Assistance. He 
said he was really concerned about the conttnuing inflanimatory pro- 
nouDCetnents ofJi^^^L^Pj^herm^^ - 1 commented ^J'l^^^^'^ i^ .^,^, 
worst. The Vice President said he has seen some o£ the bacl^round material 
on him and he knows what that Is, btft it is beyond the pale as fer as executive 

use is concerned. He said in view of what went on to Augusta and other place/ 
it is important to have the information that revolved around this; the toyolv©- 
menl of these people, what Infbrraatlon we have, whether Heelng from looting 
or what is going on. He asked If there Is any Information avallafcle. 

1 told him we are working on these at the present time, both to 
Augusta, AllahU, and JadESon, where the recent demonstraUons have taken 
place. 1 said we heve pretty well conceded oar investigation at Kent f^we 
University as to the shooting and, as always liaK»ns, we found a consi^r^le j 
amount of firearms to the dormUories and rooms of the students, whether they 
used them or not is a question; some say there was sniping and some w there \ 
was not, T said the same Is true at Jackson as there are allegalions of aiilping \ 
at the troops beft>re they llred and denials. We are li^ervlewlng all the Indi- I 
viduals who had any knowlsdge* studeaU, et cetera. I said the pr<*lem at \ 
Kent was they closed the university and the students departed for aU parts of \ 
the cottttbT,'bat we finished the prenmlnary report on that and wlU finish today \ 
the final report oa Kertl, wMte at Atlanta, Augw^ and Jifksoo, » 'rtll probably 
bea^loe»r#eAb^r©we1rtnhavethep^eUmlnaryr«i»^t8.^1salditJ• | 
flU of one and a half doaen of another, as you can't say it is proper to shoot, 
but we found at Kent that they were throwing 7 pound rocto at theeoldlers 
och Una they htt one Guardsman to the back and knocked him down. Theretojust 
"-BEiauch a human being can ^and, and it is the same thing here at Maryland 
X said the Kattonil Ck tftf d to on the campus and they P^vosetp.^ 

>y 20 1970 v^^ i 1 
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May 18, 1970 

I 
Memorandam tor Messrs. Tolson, DeLosch, Rosen, ailllTaai Bishop 

^ . ... -.'.■ 4 . ■ 

have a demonstratloa today and the Onardamen are present, bot tbey hare 
been blockiB; »ghvay No, 1 most every day. I said very fortsnately, 
they have arrested and charged three of the leaders for the damage dene 
to the Administration Building when they vent in the other night and br<^ 
the fornltore, et eetera. 

The Vice President said vhat he vants to be Hble to do is bring 
out some facts the media conveniently Qverlo<deed. I said they never give 
the things that are being done constructively, many times by stadents, to 
try to prevent this» but they emphasize all therti^iigd: these jerks are doing. 

The Vice President said he saw a jdcture abont Augusta showing 
some of the Negroes Jnmplii^ ont of store windows with loot and booty and 
-fleeing and yon never bear anything about that. Be said whatever I can give 
Mm that can ameliorate some of the impact; that he naderstands some of 
these things are wrong and we are probably goin^ to find some of the shootings 
showed too much force, but none the less, the people have to understand 
the very thrust of the newspaper articles is that a bunch of police shot down 
six Negroes and what happened before — why did they shoot at them >• not 
lust because tbey fett like killing pet^le. I said they were severely provoked 
at Kent and we will finish Augusta, Atlanta, and Jackson this week. 



1 told the V 
al^HHHi 
jn^^etali; 



^^^^^Vlce PrestdecA 1 was sending to him \>/ednesday, the 
4o7C material^^^^^B asked for, wMch gives In summary the material we 
have set 




The Vice President said he thought he was going to have to start 
destroying Abematby*s credibility, so anything I can give him would be 
i^reciated. 1 told him I would be glad to. I said 1 was U» <»aly <m» who 
spoke out against Martin Luther Kli^ and I got hell, bat I did not give a damn 
because it is more like bouquets than brickbats firom some pei^le. The 
Vice President said we can*t let demagogues become martyrs and heroes. 
I said I had briefed the Appropriations Committee Shout Us (King's) back- 
ground and it has been effective recently because they have t>een trying 
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> MkylB, 1970 

Memoraadum tor Mteswrs. TpUwn, Del^ach, Itosen, SulUvan, Bishop 

to mite a nattonal boliday ot Ms birthday, and many of the congressmea w!a> 
know the ftots are on^iBgtt. I said 1 did not pot tt on the xwsord, but I 
told the AppropriatlonE Committee tfjout bis PiccadUlos and Ms degc^wcy 
Z we had^cOTdiags, but tt was never made public as I gave It off the record 
to the Committee and they have, to torn, briefed some of their coUeagnes, 
bat i wlU see tha4 be, the Vice President, gjBts the details even before we 
finish the report* 

The Vice President said he would Hkc to be thoroughly conversant 
with all of that because If the crisis comes vhere we aeed to throw It, be 
will. I told him 1 would get It over la the next 24 to 48 hours as to the hlgh- 
. Hghts. The Vice President thanked me. 

Very truly yours, 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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1 - Mr, DeLoach 

1 - Mr. W. C. Sullivan 

1 - Mr. Bishop 
May 19, 1970 
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Honorable Spire T, Agnew 
The Vice President 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr, Vice President: 

. .-^ The following information from a source of this Bureau 

fO^ in the racial field is in response to yj)«|?reque8t to be advised 

regarding the activities of Ralph Davi<i^ ernathy. the President 

of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 

Abemathy spoke before a black Baptist ministers ' 
conference-At.a-«hureh In New York City on May 18, 1970. In 
a highly emotional speiech he called for the unification of bl2 
churchisen in 'the United States and for a re -examination of their 
nonviolent attitudes'.'- He implored _them to take a more positive 
position 'In' tTie racial Vtruggle and beseeched them_ not to identify 
themselvea-irith the late Martin Luther King. Jr., since, according 
to Abemathy, the nonviolent struggle in the United States is 
<*ylng out . Jte cited the recent shootings In Augusta, Georgia, 
and Jackson, > Mississippi, as reasons for his belief that non- 
violence^ la dying. He alleged that Governor Lester Maddox of 
Georgia, whom he called-^'Govemor Madman Maddox," give local 
police,', state police, -afid Wie National Guard wholesale 
to slaughter black '^^''^i^ ^^ ^ ^ ^^ 

Sincerely yours, ,.,^ ^^^ 
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NOTE; See memorandum G. C, Moore to W. C. Sullivan, dated 
5/19/70, captlone^^alph. David Abernathy, Racial Matters," 
Z prepared by - - » 
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Honorable Splro T. Agnev 
The Vice President 
Washington, D, C. 

Dear Mr. Vice President: 
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1 
1 
1 
1 
1 - 



ibc, DeLoach 
Mr. Sullivan 
Mr. Bishop ,j-- 
Liaison ^^^^ 
Mr. G. C. Moore 




In respcmse to your request, there is attached 
^information regarding militant statements by Ra lph David 
<^Abem athy «ho, although he advocates nonviolence, has 
^^ invited violence by some of his statements. The material 
also includes infozmation about sexual immorality, 
Abemathy*a luxurious accocmnodations during the Poor 
People's Campaign, and his support of the Black Panther 

For your information, Abemathy on May 18, 1970, 
announced a march against violence, brutality, and killing 
to be held In Atlanta, Georgia, on Saturday, May 23, 1970. 
Abemathy said that the names of the Nation's *Ten Most 
Unwanted Politicians'* will be revealed during this march. 

Sincerely yours. 
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See memorandum G. C. Moore to W. C. Sullivan dated 
5/18/70, captlwie^JRalph David Abemathy, Racial Matters," 
^.^^^ prepared l>y^H|B ^^^^^^^^^^ 
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MILITANT STATEMENTS MADE BY 
RALPH DAVID ABESNATH7, 
PRESIDENT OF THE 
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 



1 « Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. ¥. C. Sullivan 
May 19, 1970 

1 - Mr. T. E. Bishop 
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Abematt^ purports to advocate nonviolence but 
has made a number of statements vhlch, while not directly 
advocating violence, certainly invite violence. Examples 
of these statements follow. 

In May, 1968, at the beginning of the Poor 
People's Campaign, a massive march on Washington, D, C« , 
sponsored T)y" the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 
Abemathy told an audience in Atlanta, Georgia^ '*I don't 
want anyone to expect me to be Martin Luther King, Jr. I 
say to^ the Nation, to the United States, with Ralph Abemathy 
you've got hell on your hands." In the same month in 
Blrmlhgham, Alabama, Abemathy said, "Under Doctor King we 
were Just going to rode the boat, but \snder the leadership 
of Doctor Ralph Abemathy, I'm going to go a step farther. 
We're going to turn this Nation upside-down axid right side 

In May, 1963, at a speech in Atlanta, Georgia, 
Abemathy referred to an unpaid bill for generations of 
irresponsibility, oppression and neglect. He said, "The bill 
is going to be collected • willingly or unwllllpgly, In 
civilized decency and love or in fear and hate and the flames 
of destruction. Time is nofc^irugning obt^ buVirathferv time has 
run. But." - 
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MILITANT iSTATEMENTS MADE BY RALPH DAVlb ABE«NATHr/ T ; M 
PRESIDENT OF THE SOmiERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFEFBffCB 
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%,^^^^^^^,^^^,^^^^ 

v%-^ " the Oil cago "tribune August 30, 1968/^ ^v. 

Abemathy addressed 3,000 peace demonstrators in Grant Park/ 
Chicago, Illinois, on August 29, 1968, during the time the 
Democratic Convention was being held in Chicago* He referred 
to police officers as "p^gs" as black extremists regularly 
do and said that nothing vas taking place on the Convention- 
floor. He then added, "But the Lord knows Itctd happening here, 
and more will take place becausevve are going to sock It 
to 1 em, baby," referring to clashes i^ich had already occurred 
between demonstrators and police. >^v;v^;^ v;^ i^ ■ - l^o^ 

In May, 1969, apparently angered at what he 
considered a poor reception received by his |>oor ];Jeople*s 
delegation from the Nixon Administration, Abemathy said time 
was running out on nonviolence as an approach to solving the 
Nation's problems. He said, "I do not know: fev^naavhhiangef^^^ 
nonviolence can be effective In this country. If the Nation 
falls to display some consideration (for the people), then I 
tremble for ray America." He added that if the El 3Bto Administration 
fails to hear nonviolent voices, then they will have to listen 
to violent voices. 

In September, 1969, while speaking in Atlanta, 
Georgia; Abemathy said the country Is "ow the verge of political 
repression and possibly even blood^ revolution," He warned 
that "there Is a limit to people's endurance of Injustice and 
America. Is rapidly appxt)achlri^ 
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Qri August 13V 1969, Abernathy emphatically enftra 
and endorsed a plan for counseling; young men to refuse to be X ; 
drafted Into military service. ; The plan was presented to the 
Axmual Convention of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
in Charleston, South Cai»lina« 

Abemathy* s inconsistency in his nonviolent posture 
is matched by the same attribute in the personal conduct of 
this preacher. 



- 2 - 



# 










MILITANT STATEMENTS MADE BY RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY, , 
PRESIDENT OF THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 
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K> " ^^ l^ On the>iglit of August 29/ 1958, Abettiathy 4;;;;" j i 
dashed from his church office in Montgomery, Alabama; 
pursued by an irate husband wielding a hatchet vho accused 
Abemattiy of having a relationship vlth his wife. The 
wife of the assailant told a Montgomery Circuit Court jury 
in November, 1953, that she had submitted to unnatural sex 
acts with Abemathy before her marriage, beginning at the 
age of 15, and that "He never stopped chasing n&" even 
after her marriage. She had been a member of Abematl^*8 
church. The Jury reportedly -deliberated .only' ten minutes : 
before acquitting the husband of charges in connection with 
his attack on Abemathy^" 

During the Poor People's Campaign in Washington, D. 
Abemathy was headquartered at the Pitts Motor Hotel in 
Washington, D. C, , while his followers were mired in the mud 
in Resurrection City, a shantytown near the Lincoln Memorial. 
This became a point of contention among his followers and on 
one occasion Abemathy slept at Resurrection City. However, 
he returned to the Pitts Motor Hotel during the night; after 
suffering 'Stomach pains." v > >v.r, 

Abemathy has supported the violence-prone Black 
Panther Party. In the latter part of 1969 he made several 
public statements favorable to the Black Panthers. On 
April 20, 1970, i^emathy urged liberal and progressive forces 
to Join a rally on behalf of the Black Panthers at New Haven, 
.Connecticut, on May 1, 1970. 
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See memorandum 6. C. Moore to V. C. Sullivan dated 
5/18/70, captione^Ralph David Abemathy, Racial Matters," 
prepared by||||^P| ^w 
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RALPH DAVlfi ABERNATHY, RM 
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Mr. Callahan 
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FROM NEW YOl 
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A CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE, RELIABLE, ADVISED THIS DATE CAPTIONED 
SUBJECT DELIVERED A FORTY-FIVE TO FIFTY MINUTE "SERMON" BEFOR 
A BLACK BAPTIST MINISTERS CONFERENCE HELD AT . THE 1^ 



CONVENT AVE. BAPTIST CHURCH FOUR TWENTY CONVENT AVE., NYC. 




Wp/ 




IN A "IN A HIGHLY EMOTIONAL SPEECH" ABERMATHY CALLED FOR^^^^^^^ ^^ 
UNIFICATION OF BLACK CHURCHMAN ACROSS THE USA AND A fflSfSW THEIR 
NOrl-VIOLENT ATTITUDE. HE IMPLORED THEM TO TAKE A MORE 
POSITIVE POSITION IN RACIAL STRUGGLE AND BESEECHED THEM NOT TO 
IDENTIFY THEMSELVES WITH MARTIN LUTHER KING AS THE NON-VIOLENT 
STRUGGLE IN THE USA WAS DYING OUT. HE SIGHTED THE 
RECENT SHOOTING IN AUGUSTA GA., AND JACKSON, MISS., AS THE REASON 
FOR NON-VIOLENCE DYING. HE SAID THAT ON MAY TWENTY THREE NEXT 
HE WOULD ISSUE A LIST OF THE TEN MOST UNWANTED POLITICIANS IN 

AMERICA, HE DID NOT ELABORATE. HE STATED THE SCLC WOULD HOLD A - 

Southern Cbristian Leadership Conference 

END PAGE ONE 
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MARCH ON MAY TWENTY THREE NEXT IN ATLANTA, 6A., TO PROTEST 
THE RECENT SHOOTINGS IN AUGUSTA, AND CALLING OUT OF 

OF THENATIONAL GUARD IN ATHENS GA. STATED " GOVENOR MAD WAN MADDIX' 
GAVE LOCAL POLICE, STATE POLICE, AND NATIONAL GUARD WHOLESALE 
AUTHORITY TO SLAUGHTER BLACK PEOPLE. 
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TAPE OF ABERNATHY REMARKS BEING OBTAINED 

LHM TO FOLLOW. 
memo 
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INFORMATIVE NOTE 

5-19-70 



The attached pertains to remarks by 
Ralph David Abernathy, President of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 
before a black Baptist Ministers Conference i 
in New York City 5-18-70. 

Abernathy implored the ministers to 
take a more positive position and not 
identify themselves with the late Martin 
Luther King, Jr., as the nonviolent 
struggle in the U.S. is dying out. 

Pursuant to the Director's instructions 
to keep the Vice President advised on 
Abernathy 's activities, information in 
attached will be furnished to the Vice 
President by letter. In addition, copies 
of attached will be furnished Inter-Division 
Information Unit. 
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Memorandum 

DIRECTOR, FBI (100-442706) 

SAC, NEW YORK (157-1748) - <^ - 

RALPH DAVID^ERNATHY 
RM 



date: 5/20/70 



io% 




ReNYtels to Bureau, 5/l8 and 5/19/70 • 

Enclosed for the Bureau is one copy of a tape i 
recording of captioned subject •s speech delivered in NYC 
5/18/70, Also enclosed for the Bureau is a verbatim transcript 
of this speech. 

kD^ The tape was made available by^ 



,^rT^n?«c'^*'"*** 



bl^ 








Uifr, 



■■■i:i 



'2> Bureau (ENCL. 2) (RM) 
- New York (43) 






■ '',,.0, 




S MAY ^1^1970 



8l^ : 



]\ii \m ^^^ 

IBuy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 




--:.:: ^-^ 



K^7 



9 :f 



Reverend Ralph David Abernathy 

"Thank you very kindly. Thank you very, very 
kindly. To the distinguished President of the 
Ministers Conference of Greater Mew York and 
vicinity my good friend Doctor Ira Moore who Is 
111 and Impossible to be with us at this time and 
to the Illustrious Vice President Nicholson who 
presides and carries on In such a grand and marvelous 
fashion and to the Vice President Moore and program 
chairmen and Vice President of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference my colleague my 
friend, my student and fellow warrior of many 
battles the Reverend Doctor Wyatt T, Walker. And 
let me use the words of the old Baptist Preacher 
my fellow Yokemen. In the gospel of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. I need no pause to tell you 
how delighted I am to have the privilege to return 
again to this pulpit (unintelligible), our national 
board member and chairmen of our personnel committee 
Doctor M. L. Wilson. And above all to be a part 
of this rich fellowship. My fellow ministers of 
the Gospel, Mlaslonalres and brothers, sisters and 
above all my christian friends. I remember very 
well a year ago when I had the privilege to stand 
here and speak to you. I will never forget that 
memorable occasion and sLlways look forward to 
coming to the New York Conference. I made very 
clear to my Secretary that there Is no clearing of 
date with me. The date was cleared In eternity. 
And I have the permission and all I need Is the 
platform and I will be In New York If God Is willing 
to tell my story and the witness of my Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. I am delighted to have my 
roommate in college and friend for many years 
fellow pastor In Atlanta the Reverend Doctor Howard 
W. (Unintelligible) sha3?e the pulpit with me today. 
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When I arrived in New York on last evening to 
deliver my fourth message for the day on yesterday* 
I discovered that Reverend (Unlntelliglbel) was 
here and he discovered that I was In town and we 
have been great friends across the years, and he 
could not leave knowing that I was here. So we 
have come to share together this experience • Let 
roe pause and thank each of you my bretheren, all of 
you, I know you so very well that I could call 
each name by najse. For the excellent support and 
backing that you have given me across the years. 
As I look into your faces today you will never 
know Just how much it means to come beck to New 
York and to see you and listen to my good friend 
from Hackensack Brother Coleman blend his beautiful 
voice with the beautiful voice of another prophet and 
tell us that what we really need during these crucial 
times is more love. I know that you cannot know the 
agony and the burdensome responsibilities that rest 
upon my shoulders and have rested so heavly for the 
last sixteen years, but much more so within the last 
twenty four months. I am sure you can sympathize arid 
empathize to a degree what someone said to me, I 
guess it was the (unintelligible) Wolf son in his 
office a few moments ago, Ralph I read where you 
were in Augusta on yesterday eulogizing individuals 
who had been shot down there and then your here 
today and I said I was here last night speaking 
at the Pierre Hotel for a commeratlon service in 
which Ell Landow, the movie producer, the man irtao 
produced the film "King from Montgomeiy to Memphis" 
was being placed into the Hall of Fame by his 
Alma Mater, He said I don't see how yjou made it. 
I said I don't see how I made it either except for 
your prayers and, the prayers of the brotherhood and 
the prayers of the sisterhood. See God is abill on 
the throne and we have to 3?eaLllze the fact that 
there is a fountain filled with blood drawn from 
Emanuels veins. And (unintelligible) beneath that 
blood loose all their guilt and fame. If you 
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constantly draw on a will It will aon run dry unless 
you replenish that well. But if you know where the 
fountain is then you will hook up with the fountain . 
And even though resources may be taken from the well 
M-: an abundant supply of resources are constantly 

f: ^^ coming Into the well. An that's how I xoake JU When 

vv $^ the young look at me Friday at Walter Reuthers 

r i-uneral in Detroit and said to me Ralph I don't 

^j^ know about your leader, I have serious questions 

'y0i about him teasing when he said these words. Because 

v^r we take all the good people away, but I don*t see 

^V^V hlin bothering the Wallace's and the Eastland^ s at 

^a:^- all. I have serious question about you leader. 

i^l; And he went on to emmerate many of those who had 

m^' been taken. At that time Brother Doctor Smith, 

V7; had not been taken down in Philadelphia, but he 

i-v called olT the list and said I don't know about 

^^-^ your leader. And I said well maybe you don't 

know him Whitney, but I know about him. I don't 
understand how he worked sometimes - but I know 
_ he's on the case. I don't know what he has in store 

I for one or for my people, but I do know that he 

will do right that he's edways on time, and it may 
be that he is carrying us through the valley and 
the shadow of death in order that we may use it 
as a dressing room for eternity. You didn't hear 
me, I said that it may be he is carrying us through 
the valley and the shadow of death at this period 
in order that we may use it as a dressing room for 
eternity. And when I talk about eternity I'm not 
talking about some far distant day and the land 
Just beyond the river, but I'm talking about a 
better day a better life on this side of the river 
V for all of God's children. I want to speak to 

you today on the subject "Beyond these Sacred 
Walls", ^^Beyond these Sacred Walls", I have left 
the subject out of the text found in holy (unintelligible) 
It cones to us out of the 3rd chapter of Revelations . 
These are the words of Jesus as he spoke to the 
Church at Sodom, using John as the scribe (unintelllblble) 
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And he writes what John was in the spirit and he 
wrote not as John, but he wrote for the spirit. 
And in these letters to these peasant churches of 
Asia minor, to the church of (unintelligible, he 
says I know thy whips, that thou have the 
reputation of being alive, but I know that thou 
are dead - but strengthen what you have left 
even though it be on the verge of nothing. Beyond 
these sacred walls, there is a familiar statement, 
but it is a true statement, that the church is not 
living up to its responsibilities. During these 
critical and awful times in which we live, it has 
long been said that for too long the church has 
been a tail light rather than a head light. For 
too loDg we have majored in the things which we 
should have minored in and minored in the things 
we should have majored in. Some have gone so far 
as to say that the church is dead. Well, if the 
church is not dead I would like to hasten to say 
that most certainly it is on its death bed. And 
when I talk about the church I'm not talking about 
buildings, I'm not talking about cathedrals, I'm 
not talking about sanctuaries, I'm not talking 
about institutionalized religion, I'm not talking 
about that provement that Jesus was speaking about 
when he addressed the apostle Peter and made his 
own (unintelligible) concerning who he was and what 
people thought about him and it set Peter straight 
on the record, because Peter in his arrogance 
thought that somehow he had amassed enough knowledge. 
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and wisdom to know who Jesus was and Jesus set the 
record straight - had have to know that flesh and 
blood could not reveal this answer to you - but any 
father in heaven gave it to you - but you do have 
a faith that is stronger than (unintelligible J its 
a rock, and upon this faith , upon this determination 
^a':.1 I will build my church. Not on the certain corner 

? ^ in New York or (unintelligible) in Tokyo or on a 

boulevard in Atlanta but on upon this (unintelligible) 
will I build my church and the gates of hell will 
not prevail against it. He built it - there were 
no beautiful organs around - there were no stained 
glass windows there were no four walls of the 
• , sanctuary that could possibly encampass what he had 

^ to say so when I talk about the Church I'm talking 

' "' about movement - I'm not talking about institution- 

;;. alized religion - already institutionalized religion 

'V>: has failed. It has failed - If you were expecting 

; • :^ the National Council of Churches or the World Council 

of Churches or if you were expecting the West 100th 
■^-v Street Baptist Church to save you then I have news 

--^^ for you - you are lost - As there are goats in all 

of these institutions wrapped up in sheeps clothing 
and there are so many (unintelligible) who wishes 
..rrcj^ to use the Church as a vehicle that will bring the 

■ : ■ wealth into their pockets and will in some way 

preserve this ethnic forth and add to their longevity 
down here until they cannot give themselves to the 
' •; things of the spirit - Institutionalized religion 

has always already failed»Co many wants to be the 
chief but they don»t have time to be a part of the 
crew - So many want to be the captain that they 
neglect the responsibilities that a crew must do 
in order to make a captain be a captain - so many 
are so busy in being the soloist that they forget 
■ to sing the song. One man made it very clear when 

he said that if you cannot on the ocean sail among 
:\ the surf test fleet rocking on the highest billows 

^^1 and laughing at the (unintelligible) you meet, you 

^pl can stand within the harbor anchored yet within the 
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bay, you can lend a hand to help them as they 
launched their boats away - See, the world will 
soon forget the soloist but the song will linger 
on - I don^t know who it was in my little Hopewell 
Baptist Church in Painbow County , Alabama on Tuesday 
afternoon who took the solo and said^ Father ^ I 
stretch my hand to thee nor they (unintelligible) 
I know if thou withdraw thy self from me, 'whether 
shall I go - what did thy only son endure before I 
drew my first breath, what pain, what labor to 
procure my soul from endless death. I don't know 
who the soloist was for then when they go on far 
enough in the song to the point when they said I 
came to Jesus as I was, I was ready. I was warned 
and I was saved - I found in him a resting place 
and he has made me glad I decided that that was 
my moment and that was my hour to hook up with 
that Jesus - I have forgotten the soloist, but I 
have not forgotten the song. 

"Institutionalized religion has already failed. 
I went into the driveway of the West 100th Street 
Church a few Sundays ago - the Chairman of the 
board of deacons was downstairs with my robe - said 
to me 'Brother Pastor you've running late this 
morning - but we understand you have so many places 
to go I guess you just got back in town' - I said 
no, I didn't just get back in town, I've been in 
town now for six or eight hours. He said -'but 
you're running late this morning and we're disturbed' 

I said late for what. He said late for the 
morning worship - the choir is all standing ready 
for the processional and the organ's playing - we 
need the pastor to give the call to worship so I 
brought the robe downstairs - And I said I 'm not 
running late - I 'm on time. Enroute here this 
morning I saw an old woman lying prostrate across 
the highway - she was suffering from malnutrition 
and hunger - she^ had had no breakfast that morning 
this morning - she had had had no dinner yesterday - 
it had been three days since she'd had anything to 
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eat - and her last meal came from a garbage pail# 
where I received the strength from I don't know - 
I said J I put her in my car and I carried her on 
down to Greater Hospital and I stayed there long 
enough until they knew who brought her and they 
dismissed the internist and sent for a specialist - 
I've already had my church - I looked the deacon 
straight in the eye and said I've already had my 
church - I just came by here to help you all out 
this morning - don't tell me that I'm late - I'm 
on time - see^ institutionalized religion has too 
often gotten caught up like the priest and the 
levite - on our way to conduct the services at 
Jericho they heard the groans of a man in the 
gutter they looked at their watch and then they 
felt the beat of their heart their watch said it 
was time to begin service at the First Baptist 
Church in Jericho and their hearts said to them 
if you stop here and administer to the needs of 
this man, the same thing that happened to him will 
happen to you - and then the devil spoke to them 
loudly and said you better get out of here - and 
they passed by on the other side - So all the 
institutionalized religion has passed by on the 
other side and left our brothers in the gutter - 
but thanks be to God there is a spirit that still 
alive and you can feel that spirit anywhere and at 
anytime if you are part of that movement. You 
don't have to be in a certain church or a certain 
pew with a certain choir in the loft with a certain 
preacher in the pulpit - in fact you don't have to 
be in a church at all if you have that spirit - 
Somebody here ought to know what I 'am talking 
about - sometimes its early in the morning and its 
the scene of your movement in your Buick^ your 
Cadillac, your Chevrolet, your Ford that gets to 
be the organ, sometimes your at work and it gets 
to be the work that you're carrying on that becomes 
the choir - For my mother every Monday morning, 
washday, it was & (unintelligible) as begins to sing 
"Amazing Grace" and push the clothing down - I 
couldn't understand why she was crying because there 
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was no organ anywhere and there she would begin to 
hum what she had sought to articulate in words 
because she was so burdened down and I couldn't 
hear any music anywhere and I would question Mama 
and she would look at me and say 'Son it's over my 
head ' . 

"Beyond these sacred walls of the Church, is 
to do its job somehow it must get its message beyond 
the sacred walls of the Church - for too early we 
have been an old amber lantern serving. We are 
securing the preaching, caring for the dying. Get 
up every morning and go to Church we don't carry 
anybody with us we don't urge anybody to go with us. 
We don't stop on the way and say a word to a girl 
or a boy that's going astray. We only drive all 
all to ourselves in a four or five thousand dollar 
automobile to carry a 165 or 75 pound individual to 
a Church. 

"Where we hide ourselves behind the sacred walls. 
And sing in Christ there is no East or West. Oh, you 
may not tell me, but I know you can tell him saying 
that you have the reputation of being alive but I 
know that you're dead - Oh, you may not tell you are 
but I can hear him saying to you right now your 
investments in Standard Oil and the Shell Motor 
Company is being used in South Africa to segregate 
black people o7t less than ten per cent of their land. 
You have the reputation of being alive. I have 
searched your church rolls and you tell me that you 
have 3000 members, you have the reputation of being 
alive you tell me as a denomination you have 5,000,000 
members. You have the reputation of being alive^ 
you tell me that you have robes for every member of 
your choir you tell me that you have a million 
dollar building. 

"You have the reputation of being alive, you're 
in with the power structure. You can talk with the 
g mayor, you can call him by his first name, you can 

I eat cookies and drink tea with the Chamber of Commerce, 

I you have the reputation of being alive. But I know 

4;' 3 that you are dead - you're dead because you are 
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'^;- insensitive to the violence and the repression 

^i-;;- : that is taking place in the world today. There 

M.' ': once was a time that it was popular to talk about 

^:'-':: a war in Viet Nam, but you don^t have to limit 

/. your discussion to Viet Nam anymore. You don't 

■"/ have to limit your discussion to Indo-China or to 

., . Cambodia. You can bring it on back^ for the violence 

that the white man hath inflicted upon our brown 
brethem^ in the rice paddies of Viet Nam 10,000 
miles away from home, has invaded this land. 
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7^-; Black students shot down in the back while jninnlng 

? ' ; in Orangeburg^ South Carolina^ at South Carolina 

:h:{ State College^ but It does not become a massacre 

It doesn't even come to our attention until four 
white students are shotdown In the peace movement 
at Kent State University In Ohio. Its been 
violence all along. It was Just violence against 
black folk and It didn't matter as long as It was 
against black folk, but then when It was perpetrated 
against white folk In a peace movement. See many 
white students I told them the other day out at 
Colorado State University thought that they could 
find refuge In the peace movement. So they 
forsake the human rights movementjthe civil rights 
movement^ and they herded to the peace movement. 
well there's no hiding place down here. The 
system is out to get us all. You don't have to 
i^.:. say a word in defense of the Black Panthers you 

don't have to picket anybody, you don't have to stand 
up and vocalize or articulate your hopes and 
aspirations, but remember this, you name is on the 

Somebody asked me the other day, how is it 
that you being a non-violent leader can speak out 
on behalf of the Black Panthers, and yet they advocate 
violence, I said I can speak out for them, because 
they is the children of God. See I'm not a civil 
rights fighter, I'm a preacher of the gospel aid 
its Just a point of my gospel to fi^e the captives, 
to set a llverty the (unintelligible) to proclaim 
the acceptable year of the Lord to buUJ to foundation 
of the world, I was called to preach the gospel, 
thats all I am, a pi*eacher of the gospel. Long 
before my daddy met my mother I was called to preach 
the gospel. Long before he got close enough to 
/ ., I her to steal the first kiss Ralph Abemathy was 

called back behind the curtains of eternity when 
there was nothing for God to stand on, before he 
stepped out from no where on something and said 
let there be light and there was light, I was put 
in the class with Paul, with Selas, with Anios, with 
Josea, Jeremiah. Long before the sperm fertilized 
the egg in ray mothers womb I was called to pi*each 
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the gospel and like Jeremiah right now, I feel 
like preaching. Its like fire thats shut up In my 
bones, and I can't keep my peace, I dldn^t 
understand that woman that went to Jacob's well one 
day and found Jesus up there because he was tired 
with his Journey, coming out of Judea to Sirene to 
stop off at Samaria. I didn't understand her as 
she ran through the street crying adoud come 
see a man, told me everything that I've done. But 
since Jesus came Into ray heart, I've been running. 
Sometimes the world knocked one down, but I get 
up and brush myself off, and I Just run anyhow. 
Sometimes they talk about me, but I Just brush 
myself off and go 6n In his name. 

Because I know that there 'd be a (unintelligible) 
about one In the lamp, book and glory. Se I don't 
worry about making the front page of the New York 
Times, because I've already made the front page of 
the Times in heaven. I don't have to worry about 
Newsweek, because I'm making news and glory right 
now. 

Beyond these sacred walls the church must take 
a stand against the violence and repression that 
being practiced today against young people. I 
can hear him saying to me now about my panther 
brothers, other sheep I have that are not of this 
fold. I can hear him say I one sheep shall leave 
thefbld. 
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(-unintelligible) most white people today think 
that they are right because they are vhite and 
black people feel that they are wrong and they 
got to get back because they are black but a 
new day has come on the horizon* We have discovered 
that we are all children of God and we want our 
share of the pie in fact^ we don*t any longer want 
it J but we gonna get it - we're demanding it, give 
it to us right now. You can hear it everywhere - 
on the banks of the Mississippi - on the swamps of 
Louisiana - on the cotton fields of Alabama - the 
red c|.ay fields of Georgia - the ghettos of Harlem, 
Bedford Stuyvesant area, (unintelligible) over in 
Newark (unintelligible) in Chicago. 

"We are out in Los Angeles. I want my freedom 
now. Put it in to all America. Get the message 
beyond the sacred walls of the church and then 
remember this that you still have something that 
remains - I knov: it isn't nothing, it isn't much 
but all you got to do is to strengthen it and use 
what you have. Thanks be to God that the Church 
is the archieve of truth and rightiousness it is 
the archives of love and brotherhood of peace and 
above all it is the archives of the way to salvation. 
For I hear Jesus say let not your heart be troubled 
he believe in God, I'm through now, believe also in 
me for in my fathers house there are many masters. 
If it v/asn't so, I would have told you, I go to the 
prayer and pray for you. But then I can hear Thomas 
say Master if you go, how can we find the way and 
I heard Jesus say I am the way - I am the truth and 
I am the light. You excuse me now but my soul just 
got in tune with the soul of (unintelligible). 

'i just took fire with the power (unintelligible) 
I hear door bells ringing in my soul. I am talking 
about (unintelligible) what the hell does it 
(unintelligible)^. I've got something thats here in 
me. I've got a little love that still remains. 
I've got a little patience that still remains. I've 
got a little motherhood that still remains. But 
above all, I've got Jesus. And he still remains. 
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And I am going on in the house. I don't care what 
happens to me. They killed my best friend, Martin 
Luther King, 19 times ve were in jail together. 
They cut him down in cold blood and then they tried 
to compare us. They say Ralph Abernathy can't be 
Martin Luther King. Well I want you to know I am 
not trying to be Martin Luther King. But Martin 
Luther King couldn't be Ralph David Abernathy. I 
am just trying to stand up for the rights of my 
people and take my gospel, the gospel of my lord 
and savior Jesus Christ, your gospel beyond the 
four sacred walls of you church. And I am going to 
carry, I don't care what they do to me. They can 
bomb my home but they can't kill me. They can 
dynamite my church but they can't kill me. They 
can assassinate my parasites but they can't get to 
me. They can lock me up in jail but they can't 
get to me. Because I got a cloak about me. Jesus 
put it around me one day, built a fence around me, 
the devil can't get over it, and I have no desire 
to get over there. So I stay where I am. Until 
Shilo comes, Ralphs started lord. To walk in the 
light (unintelligible). 

'Shine it upon me from heaven so bright. I take 
the word and its (unintelligible) the truth. I've 
started, I've started its restin time but I've 
started, it gets dark sometime but I've started - 
I long for you lord and I've started. I want to go 
to the citizens lord but I've started - a minute a 
day - we started on the race but for the light there 
is still to keep pace, but for the light, there is 
still to keep pace. Others accepted it because it 
was new but my (unintelligible) expect to go through. 
I want to tell you something as I go to Georgia now 
as I go back to Augusta now let me tell you something 
as I go back to Atlanta now I'd rather walk with 
Jesus along than have for a fellow black (unintelli- 
gible) of stone. ^ 

"Livin', livin', livin', livin' and when I say 
burn, I mean dying, during each moment with his faith 
in Jesus then for my pathway and face to go through 
I'm going through, I'm going through, are you going 
through I'm going through, o yeah, o yeah going 
through with Jesus. 
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Question: Charles Moore WLIB 

How do you feel about Attorney General 
Mitchell go Into Jackson, Mississippi for an 
Investigation? 

Answer: Well, I Just feel that he«3 late, I said 
I hope that he would move on time so that Individuals 
will not be plain and killed and shot down Innocently 
before to Attorney General moves In. What we 
actually meed Is support for the so called law 
and order policy which we hear so much about 
today, and If we can get that support and If we 
can get that backing. It won't be necessary for 
him to go anyplace* 

Question: Do you feel that (broken) 

Do you feel secure In Attorney General 
Mitchells Investigation of Jacksonville Incident? 

Answer: No, I do not feel secure with Just the 
Attorney Generals Investigation, I feel that one 
of the demands which we will make on Saturday Is 
the course that we must take and that Is that. 
We have a team of black elected officials to move 
Into Jackson and Augusta and many other places 
where black people have been slain and conduct 
an Investigation. 

Question: Could you suggest some names? 

Answer: Well, there are many Individuals who are 
most outstanding In this field and I'm sure have 
the confidence of the people. I would say I 
think that the m^yor of the city of Gary, Indiana, 
Dick Hatcher, Is certainly a wonderful person. 
Congressman Ciumnlngs" Is that tyi)e of Individual 
who would bring back an Impartial report and there 
are many others too numerous to mention, but I 
think that we must have an Investigation by black 
people . 
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Question; How do you feel the killing of the blacks 
affected the racial situation or America, interogation? 

Answer: Well, I think it only points up that we 
live in a violent nation, it mearly institutionalizes 
the violence that all of us have been forced to 
live under, black and poor people now for centuries 
in this country. 

Question: Do you think the policy called Southern 
Strategy is a success for the Nixon Administration? 

Answer: Well, I think that it has been most successful 
in its attempt to turn back the clock of history. 
It will not be successful, because we havlT got to match 
the militaristic policy and the southern strategy 
with soul power and with ballot power and this is what 
the SCLC will be dedicating its programs to within 
the comming months. 

Question: You mentioned a march and demonstration 
on May 23, Would you repeat it please? 

Answer: Yes, there will be a Hiarch against 
repression on Satxirday, May 23, in Atlanta, Georgia, - 
We're to gather at 10:30 at the tomb of Martin 
Luther King, Jr., and move to the state capitol 
where we will make ou|L demands to Governor Maddox and 
speak to the wholff state of Georgia and our nation 
about the repression that is being practiced 
against black people and the murdering of the four 
individuals some time ago at South Carolina State 
University, as well as the six in Augusta, Georgia, 
who were shot in the back and the two students at 
Jackson State College. We will speak on many other 
Issues that face us as poor people and black in 
i|ft this country. We must put an end to this repression 

*""•■' and we feel that it is really taking hold in the 

South and that it is in the South its in Atlanta 
where we have to go to put an end to this Lester 
Maddox theory of shoot and kill and that's why we 
plan this radly, this march, and demonstration and 
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it may be a march that will stretch even across 
the state of Georgia, the days leading up to this 
coming Saturday and people will be coming from 
all over the nation to participate with us. 

Question: Are you concerned that Lester Maddox 
may call the National Guard out to meet your 
march? 

Answer: Well, this does not concern us at all, 
the National Guard are already out. The National 
Guard is in Augusta. I was theire yesterday and the 
National Guard is there. This does not concern 
us at all. 

Question: There's a new mood of repression in 
the country. Who do you think is to blame for it? 

Answer: Well, certainly you have to blame the 

Nixon Administration for the repression that 

we have in the country. Now not only do we have 

repression, but we have recession and we have inflation, 

unemployment is at a level that it has not been in, 

been at, within the last five or six years. I 

understand that the stock market, not that I have 

any stock, is terribly low and I think that all 

of this as well as the war and the violence and 

everything that is taking place in an ill fashion 

in our nation is to be placed at the doorstep of 

the administration that is presently in charge and 

the only way we're going to get out of this is 

really to put an end to the war bring all the 

American troops home now and stop this wasteful 

spending on outer space and our attempt to get to 

the moon and to mars and stop passing out rocks 

from the moon and start passing out bread and 

feed hungry people. 

Question: Can you tell me what this 10 most 
wanted program is? 
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Answer: Yes, I will announce that on Saturday, it 
is to deal with the political issues in our country 
that old stale politicians many of whom are 
chairmen of important committees within our 
congress and they are blocking progressive legislation 
and they are really unwanted. We say 10 most wanted 
to borrow a woi*d of another group in our country 
that has been moat effective in its efforts, but 
they are really the 10 most unwanted politicians 
in the country and we will reveal and list them and 
work for them defeat so we can replace the bullet 
strategy with the ballot strategy. 
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5/19/70 



TELETYPE 



CODE 



^ » > 



URC£NT 



-SliH'WiTl^^ *' -?"-% 



TO SAC ATLAHTA 

ROW, DIllCrOR FBI (100- 




t,i^ 




COHINPIL, SOUTHEiW CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SaC) , 
RACTAL MATTERS flS - C. 



■ ^ 



OM MAY EIGHTEEN LAST, RALPH ABERNATHY SPOKE TO BLACK 

MINISTERS IN NEW YORK CITY, CALLED FOR TJNIFICATICW OF BLACK 

CHURCHMEN IN UNITED STATES AND REEXAMINATION OF NONVIOLENT 

ATTITUDE. HE CALLED FOR A MORE POSITIVE POSITION SAYING 

i 
NONVIOLENT STRUGGLE DYING OUT, CITING RECENT SHOOTINGS IN 

AUGUSTA, GEORGIA, AND JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI. ■ 

BECAUSE OF POSSIBLE SHIFT IN SCLC POSITION, BUREAU DESIRES 
INCREASED COVERAGE SaC ACTIVITIES, PARTICULARLY AiBERNATHY 
SPEECHES. WHEN PUBLIC, ABERNATHY SPEECHES SHCWLD BE COVERED. 
fiHERE FULL SECURITy ASSURED TAPE-RECORD PER BUREAU 1£TTER 
MAY TWratT^TWO CHE NOT Sli «^ .^^^.^^^ ^ JSONCEALED 
i 100-442706 (Ralpi' Abertathy) not're< 





NOT'RECG*! 
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lOTE PAGE TWO 



^- ..5M^^26«70 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED U^ 

HEREIN IS UNClAF^'"'^^^ ~ 

DATELo:. 
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TELETYPE TO SAC ATLANTA 

^RE: COMINFIL, SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN :::^:^r:r^;";~;-?if^^^^ : 

?^ n - '"'LEADERSHIP.. CONFERENCE ■ <SCLC) '■^;ri--"- ;;;'':>#^--'^-'^' ;^-^^^ > ^Z-' ■^-' ■'■-■■' ^- 

'100-438794) ' '^J^^.v^'ft>^^^^t;i--;y^^vv;i^>'V^^^ ;;. j^. 

RECORDING DEVICES IN COVERING PUBLIC APPEARANCES BY BLACK 
AND NEW LEFT EXTREMISTS." INCREASE SOURCE COVERAO: ||||^|HV 
|M^MH^HH|||||||||H| INCLUDING COMMUNIST INFLUENCE THEREIN. 
WHEN ABERNATHY SPEAKS , OUTSIDE YOUR TERRITORY, RELAY 
ABOVE INSTRUCTIONS/ TO OFFICE COVERING.^SUTELA^^^ ■ 



NOTE: 



Becausfe of possible shift of SCLC from ijtonvid^nt 
posture and the interest of the Vice President in^l^e'^; 
activities of Abemathy as expressed to the Dir^ctdr o)j 
5/18/70, coverage of Abemathy ftndsehg SELClshbul.dJbfe increased. 
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/ :-iT:v: r:c:.',;f r^- i(;v:'.::.:.Mi;;.: 

^ co'.i.'.air.'jc/Vi^Q^^ECTinri 



•^mzr-' 








DATE. 



■•'.^P21 AT PLAIN' 

1?':^:5 Ari;;;:I^^^11DIATE 5/19/70 
TO DIRZCTOR im'AA21id6 

-i^ILADELFHIA 
FROM ATLANTA 157-257 



RALPH. D. ABERNATHY. RM 



RE PHILADELPHIA AISTEL TO BUREAU 
CAPTIO^JED "COKINFIL CF SCLC, RK ; IS - C" . 

REFEREMCED AIRTEL REFLECTS THAT ON MAY fwENTYSIX, SEVE:^'^ 
A3ERMATHY SCHEDULED TO RECEIVE A PEACE AWARD AT THE BENJAMIf^ 
FRAMKLIN HOTEL, PHILADELPHIA. AWARD FROM THE GREATER PHILADELPHIA 
COUNCIL OF A CITIZENS ORGANIZATION FOR A SANE WORLD TO BE PRE- 
SE;-!TED by COMGRESSMAN WILLIAM GREEN OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

FOR INFORMATION OF PHILADELPHIA, BUREAU ON MAY EIGHTEEN, 
SEVENTY, INSTRUCTED THAT ALL PUBLIC UTTERANCES OF ABERN-ATHY- ■ 
3E RECORDED AND BUREAU IMMEDIATELY ADVISED OF HIS C0MMEN:^s5.vt 
TELEPHONE AND FOLLOWED BY TELETYPE. 
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PHILADELPHIA TAKE APPROPRIATE ACTION RE ABERNATHY'S APPEARANCE 
■^?AY TWE^JTYSIX, SEVENTY. 






?A0 F5I WASH DC 



,/i:}:-'-<^ 
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May 19, 1970 





TO SACS ATLANTA 

lOM DIRECTOR FBI (ioe-ASeT^*)" 

COMINFIL, SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) , 
RACIAL MATTERS ; INTERNAL SECURITY - C 






/ Vi ' w* *. 



REATTEL MAY NINETEEN INSTANT CAPTIONED "RALPH DAVID 
ABERNATHY, RM"; BUTEL TO ATLANTA MAY NINETEEN INSTANT, INSTANT 
CAPTION, NO COPY TO PHILADEUPHIA . PHILADELPHIA COVER PUBLIC 
MEETING WHERE ABERNATHY SPEAKS. WHERE FULL SECURITY ASSURED, 

' . . . ' 

TAPE SPEECH IN ACCORDANCE wflH INSTRUCTIONS BUI£T MAY TWENTY -TWO, P^ 
ONE NINE six NINE, CAPTIONED »aJSE OF CONCEAI£D RECORDING 
DEVICES IN COVERING PUBLIC APPEARANCES OF BLACK AND NEW LEFT 
EXTREMISTS." REVIEW TAPE IMMEDIATELY AND SUTEL RESULTS INCLUDING 
EXACT QUOTES OF UNUSUAL NATURE OR PERTAINING TO VIOIENCfi. IF 
TAPE NOT IMMEblATELY'AVAILABIZtfsUTiL SUMb^Y OF SP^ClI FOLLOWED 






SOON AS POSSIBLE WITH TEL INCLUDING (^KXTES. 
/fT)- 100-442706 (Ralph Abernathy) 

^ i^<- 










SEE NOTE PAGE TWO 



5 J. MAY 2 8 1970 



o 



TELETYPE TO SACS ATLANTA, 

COhfLNFIL, SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN I£ADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 

100-438794 



. ?;*; ^- « 






; ^ , ATLANTA iMEND INSTRUCTIONS TO OFFICES COVERING ABERNATHT, 
SPEECHES TO COMPir'wira IN^ 



■ z^^- 












NOTE ; On 5/18/70 the Vice President personally spoke vith 
the Director eind requested information on Abeimathy's activities 
Recent speeches by Abemathy indicate a possible shift of 
SCLC from nonviolent posture ♦, Bulet May 22, 1969, instructed 
that public speeches be recorded ^^full security assured and 
prior Bureau authority obtained. 

Abemathy to receive peace award in Philadelphia 
5/26/70 from Citizens Organization for a Sane World, a 
peace organization. Congressman William V. Green (Democrat - 
Pennsylvania) to make presentation. 
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OrtlONAl FOIM NO. 10 
MAT lf«2 IDITION 
CSA CBN. CIC. NO. 77 



TO 



FROM 



UNITED STATES GO\ ^RNMENT 

Memorandum 



MR. y. C. SULLIVM 



1 - Mr, DeLoach 

1 - Mr. V. C. Sullivan 



Tolson _ 
DeUocch 
Walters 




Cfsfer 

Callah- 
Conrad 



DATE: 



SUBJECT 




J^ 



May 19, 1970 
1 - Mr. Bishop 
1 - Mr. G. C. Moore 
1 



Ro?en . 



Sullivan . 
Soyars 



-^' 




MR. G. C. hDOI 

RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY ^^^^.-ntwi cwrr* 
RACIAL MATTERS " 

Pursuant to the Director's instruct] 
Abernathy, the President of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, on 5/18/70 in New York City was covered by the New York 
Office. Essential information regarding the speech is included in 
the attached letter to the Vice President who requested to be 
advised regarding Abernathy 's activities, ^^ 




s nore d 



In connection with the coverage of the speech, it is 
that the field offices involved, Atlanta and New York, both did ex- 
Icellent work in learning of the location of the address on short 
notice. New York's work was especially noteworthy in securing a 
source who was able to cover the meeting. Atlanta was able to 
] ascertain discreetly that Abernathy was not ^,j> AtJ^S^p* but was-J.n 
I Hew York Ci ty to speak before a meeting of Baptist ministers. The 
\ location of the meeting could not be obtained in Atlanta on such 
short notice. Although there was no public advertising of the 
meeting. New York found' . most promptly j^atrwgh its i^a^ 
that Abernathy was speaking before AA ^roupnB? npEgcK^^fi^ mihi/^ ys 
at 3 PM . New York was able to sl^aa*^ a source who c ould blend into 
this type meeting and equipped him with a recording device uo Lspff 
the address. 2 MAY 22 1970 

» Abernathy, in a , highly emotional speec h, calle d for the 

Iu nificatJQi^ of black churchmen in the U.S. and for a re-exaiHination 
of their nonviolent attitude. He implored them to take a more 
positive position in the racial struggle and beseeched the m not to 
||i^dentijfy_^thetfsel with the late Martin Luther King, j[r., as the 
UnonyiolMit str uggle in t he U.S^ was^jaJlg ^t. ~^He' citecf the recent 
shootings^n Augusta,' Georgia, and Jackson, Mississippi, as reasons 
for believing that nonviolence is dying. He accused Governor Lester 
Maddox (5f Georgia of giving local police, state police, and the 
National' Guard wholesale authority to slaughter black people. 

ACTION: If you approve, attached letter to the Vice President 
will be sent. Tape of speech being reviewed by New York for any 
100-442706 pertinent quotations whicl)ywill be sent to Vice President. 
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DATE , 
DATE 



HISS,' DOCUMENTS FUlWfSHEa TO S3- Ffr u.a^^^ " ' * '^^^^ -- 

TO ESTATE O. KING THROUGH T„e 17:'"!"''' '"'"^'^ ^^'^^^ ^'^•. WERE AtSO ^^^^ 



^1 



Wi 
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FESiSAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ^ 

COMMUN iCimUECTION 




% 



NR004 AT PL>f1^ 

2:45 Pn ^n MEDIATE 5/21/70 

TO Sector 100-442706 

NEW YORK 
FROU ATLANTA 157-257 




RALPH D. ABERNATHY. RM . 



yii 



Mr. Tolion ..n^ 
Mr« DeLoaeh-i..- 
Mrs WalUri.^-.^. 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Biflhop ,™-^ 
Mr. Casper... —^ 
Mr. Callahan — 
Mr. Conrad—^ 

Mr. Felt 

Mr. Gale 
Mr. Rosen 
Mr. SuIIiva: 
Mr. Tavel 
Mr. S-'yars 
Tele. Room 




Miss Hfliwi^ , 
Mias Gamjtjr, 
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H^.^1 
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INFORMATION RECEIVED MAY TWENTYONE, SEVENTY, FROM GEORGIA 
STATE PATROL, MACON, GEORGIA, THAT HOSEA WILLIAMS, VICE PRESI- 
DENT, SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) , IN CHARGE 
OF SOUTH IN MACON PARTICIPATING IN SCLC ACTIVITY DURING LAIE 
MORNING MAY TWENTYONE, SEVENTY TOLD CBS NEWS PERSONNEL THAT 
RALPH D. ABERNATHY, PRESIDENT, SCLC, ON MAY TWENTYONE, SEVENTY, 
WAS IN NEW YORK CITY. WILLIAMS DID NOT SPECIFY LOCATION-OR 
ACTIVITY ON ABERNATHY'S PART. 

NEW YORK REMAIN ALERT TO PUBLIC APPEARANCES OF ABERNATHY 
IN NEW YORK CITY IN VIEW OF FOLLOWING BUREAU INSTRUCTIONS SET 
FORTH BUTEL TO ATLANTA MAY NINETEEN, SEVENTY CAPTIONED "COMINFIL - 

SCLC. rm; is-c". ^ /^^ '■LJ.q,:iyo^—/ff 

END PAGE ONE TltC ^ 

/ Jf^ B MAY 25 1970 

%5JUN4 1970 — — ■ 
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PAGE TWO 

"BECAUSE OF POSSIBLE SHIFT IN SCLC POSITION, BUREAU 
DESIRES INCREASED COVERAGE SCLC ACTIVITIES, PARTICULARLY 
ABERNATHY SPEECHES. WHEN PUBLIC, ABERNATHY SPEECHES SHOULD 
BE COVERED. WHERE FULL SECURITY ASSURED, TAPE-RECORD PER 
BUREAU LETTER MAY TWENTYONE, SIXTYNINE CAPTIONED 'USE OF 
CONCEALED RECORDING DEVICES IN COVERING PUBLIC APPEARANCES 
BY BLACK AND NEW LEFT EXTREMISTS". 

SUTEL ALL RESULTS. 
END 

FBI WASH DC 
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FEDERAL BUREAU i 

COMMUNICA] 





lYESTlGATION 

.SECTION 



NR031 NY PLAIN 
7 21 PM URGENT 5-19-70 
DiREptOR 

AJT DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION 
FROM NEW YORK 157-1748 




IMtBl 



RALPH DAVIIMfBERNATHY; 








RM 



A COMPLETE EXAMINATION OF THE TALK OF RALPH ABERNATHY 
'REVEALED NO SPECIFIC QUOTATIONS OF A VIOLENT NATURE. A REVIEW 
^^T^: OF" THE TRANSCRIPT FINDS REASONABLE GROUNDS TO SUPPORT THE 
■0^ INTERPRETATION AS MADE AVAILABLE BY THE INFORMANT. 



# 



I ADMINISTRATIVE 



vV.v ■ ;., ^f^ 



;;;^J RENYTEL TO BUREAU FIVE EIGHTEEN SEVENTY. 

rwD 




P FBI WA 



59J0N2' 
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3 ^'AY 221970 



■0 



ornoMAi ton* MO. 10 

MAT lf«2 IDITIOH 
0%A eiM. liO. NO. >7 



p. 



TO 



FROM 



UNITED STATES ..DVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



Mr. W. C. Sullivan 



DATE: 




C. Moore 



RALPH DAVID 
RACIAL MATTERS 



Ol^T 




D^ ABEFNATH^i^,^S «2f t^«^3|H 




Pursuant to the request made by 
^ r«^ /I ft/70') there is attached information for 
rce^'p^e'sld'r ie^Sing militant ---J^^-^.^ian 

Irfo^ation is also included to *e Vice President 
regarding an incident Involving lM.oral sexual activities ^ 
with a member of his .church, aged 15. .^H 

On 5/18/70. Abemathy announced a march agalMt 
feS- r-^ ^r'M?r^Xt^^^U ppaSon.s 
?.?S; Mosi unwanted Politicians" will be revealed. 

ACTION ; 

If you approve, the attached letter will be sent 
to the Vice President. |^T^ y / y/^ 

Enclosures>^«<^^ ^^^H ^ ^H^ k 

1 - Mr. DeLoach ^^^ ^ - '»-' :a 3L.^.a ^^-^^a^**^ 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Bishop 
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^^^==::^:^:i^r.:^-ts:'^'^-z::;;:z\..,^^ 



THAN AS REPRESENTeD Br TH.S OOCUMENT .N THAT C^,.^^ C^C.-.ONS MAV . A ^ V 
MAOE. .OR ACCESS.OEUVErV.ORM.SEE BUntE .S> «.U«,, ,..., e..Z. hU> " 



^<r 



ACC. 



DEL. 



ssc */ 



HSC 



DATE 



ii:/??Af, 



DEU 



DATE, 
DATE 



lo oePT. SEE BUFILE 10»106670 FOR FORM IN WHICH FURNISHEa 
— • TO OEPT. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 



MAY 2 6 1970 
TELETTYP 



0^^ 



067 









NR006 PH CODE 

1056PM U^fiENt^S -26-701 

T(K0IRECTOR (100-442706' 

^^ ATLANTA (157-257) 

^PfROM PHILADELPHIA 

RALPH D. ABER8ATHY. RM. 



i^'^O 



Mr. To!son_ 

Mr. DeLoacl 
Mr. Waltera 
Mr. Mohr— 
Mr. Bishop- 
Mr. Casper 
Mr, Callaha: 
Mr. Conrad 
Mr. Felt 
Mr. Gale. 
Hr. Rosei 
Mr. Sull 
Mr. Tav^ 
Mr. Soyars. 
Tele. Room 
Miss Holm* 
Miss Gandy. 





hlC 



RE ATLANTA TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR FIVE NINETEEN CAPTIONED AS ABOVE, 
AND PHILADELPHIA AIRTEL TO BUREAU MAY THIRTEEN, SEVENTY, 
CAPTIONED "COMINFIL OF SCLC, RM; IS - C". 



# 






REVEREND RALPH D, ABERNATHY DID NOT APPEAR AT SANE DINNER 
PHILADELPHIA FIVE TWENTYSIX, SEVENTY, DUE TO ALLEGED ILLNESS. 



.,:t-^.i;_ . 



ADMINISTRATIVE: NO LHM BEING SUBMITTED. 

END ^^ 2^ 






/e0~t^9>^70C- K"^ 
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7BRB FBI^idfiSH DC 







WAygSWTO 
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fEDERAL BURiAU OF IWESTiSATU; 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTlu./' 







NR005 SV CODE 
1149PM NITEL 5/29/7 

;o DiRECijaft 

ROM S/WANNAH (157-NEW) ,^it WFORMATION COKTAiri» 
l..^ 4*E«E!N IS UflCU 

W^ /l) I>ATE0-A0r9 

RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY; RM* 




Mr. Tolxm 

Mr* DeLoack. — 

Mr, Walters 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Bishop 

Mr. Casper 

Mr- Callahan 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr. Felt..J 

^r. Gale 

Mr. Rosen. 



z/ 



Mr. Sullivan!^ 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. S-yars-^ 

Tele. Room, 



Misa Holmes 

Misa Gandy 




REPORTED AT NINE 
TH1r7y PM today that rev. ABERNATHY-S visit to AUGUSTA, GA. 
TODAY HAS BEEN CANCELLED. ■ ^ 

ADMINISTRATIVE: 

RE SAVANNAH TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR AND ATLANTA FIVE TWENTY^ 

EIGHT LAST. 

IS PRETEXT CALL TO RADIO STATION WRDW, AUGUST 







AIRMAIL COPY TO ATLANTA. 

END 

PAO FBI WASH DC 
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«. JUN B 1970 
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N'RSGS SV-CODE 

83BPM f3IT£L 5/28/70 

TO DIRECTOR 

ATLANTA yio ^:;^A2s^ 

FROM SAVANf^AH (IST-NEU) 



1^ 



RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY; Rf-i . 








A CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE 
ADVISED TODAY THAT DR. RALPH ABERiJATHY, SOUTHERJJ CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
C0'-3FE~:EKCE, IS SCHEDULED TO SPEAK AT FIRST MOUNT WRIAH BAPTIST 
CHURCH, AUGUSTA, GA. AT SEVE^J THIRTY - EIGHT PM MAY TWENTYNIfJE 
SEVE'^Y, PRESUMABLY 0^1 THE RACIAL SITUATIOK- AT AUGUSTA, BUT HAS 
NOT ANN'OUNCED TOPIC. ^^^^^^^^^^^ CO ^!0T EXPECT TALK TO BE 
I MFL AMATORY. 

ADMINISTRATIVE: 



//-/-•' 



Igj^ ADMINISTRATIVE: ^ O 

'^5-' PE BUTEL TO ATLANTA FIVE NINETEEN SEVENTY, ATLANTA TEL TO 

ion> — 

BUREAU FIVE NI^!ETEE-1 SEVENTY AND SAVANflAH TELCALL TO BUREAU T0DTa77 

I97C' 



-M 




SAVANNAH HAS ARRANGED TO HAVE SPEECH TAPED! 

j^l^HI^HH^^HHH^HHI^^^HB AND bureait-^ 

IMMEDIATELY OF CONTENTS OF SPEECH. WILL ALSO 1>?ANSCRIBE CONTENTS 
OF SPEECH FRCM TAPE AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE. 
EN)D page OrJE ^^^ ]^^ 

IDIU 



V ** ^ Copy sent , T« 




'^' ^ ' /^^r-i-^ 
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PAGE TWO 



,jm^-,.. 



ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH MI6, FT... GORDON, GA. ADVISED. 




ATLANTA SHOULD ADVISE OF ANY INFO KNOWN RE CURRENT 
WHEREABOUTS OR PLANS OF ABERNATHY IN THIS REGARD. 
END 
REM FBI WASH DC CLR 
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The Attorney General 
Director, FBI ^^^^"^^ 

RALPH DAVID ABEBNATHT 
EACIAL MATTERS 



s^ti^^J^^ 
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July 21, 1970 I 

■ I ^ 

1 - Mr. Sulllvan- 

1 - Mr. C, D. BrennaTi 

1 - Mr, Bishop 




Z thought you might be interested in the infor-* ^^ 
mation contained in the attached memorandum* 



"olB. 




This information is also being furnished to the 
Honorable John D, Ehrlichman at the Vhite House and the 
Vice President. 




Enclosure 



bno 



1 - The Deputy Attorney General (Enclosure) 




NOTE: 



This information was contained in Atlanta a^tel 
dated 7/13/70 captioned "Ralph D. Abemathy, Racial Matters," 



The Directoi: instructed the informatif^ J^ ||^n|^7{|hed 
to the Honorable Jbnh D^; Ehrlic^t^^ Vhite House. Because 

of the nature of the inforaiatl!onV it is also befa<ig-fumi^]3edL 
to the Vice President ancL^to ,the Attorney General. 





NItCZj 



,:C0N5:dential 

Excluded from aut<Maat^q|^ 
dovngradj ng and 
declass^ ication 
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confVdential 
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*".r?/--rP?'VX^-v 



The At tomey Geneiral 







Classified **Ccaiflp€btial*V 
matlon frOTi a highly confidential sourcei the disclosure of 
which could jeopardize the source and be detrimental to the 
national defense Interests* : ^- 
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CONFIjpENTIAL 




ON. 




UEdASSin^B 



July 21, 1970 
BY LIAISOH 




Honorable John D. Ehrlicfaman 
Assistant to the President 

for Dc»nestlc Affairs 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Ehrlichman: 



I thought the President might be interested 
in the information contained in the attached memorandum,: 



1 - Mr. Sullivan 

1 - Mr. C. D. Brennan 

1 - Mr. Bishop 





This information is also being furnished to the . ••# 
ent and the Attorney GenM-Bl- J ^d ^H^^O ^ ^luh 

Sincerely yours gj^pg lo JUL 23 1970 



rw r^r iu 



Walters 

Mohr 

Bishop 

Casper 

Callahan 

Conrad 

Felt 

Gaie 

Rosen 




■F Vj 



.TS*AUG14B70te. 

imCD teletype unitCII / yXvi 

,7c. ..-^^.. -^^-^-*:^ ..^^/>^' 




CWiFiDENTIAL^li 
Group 1 "'.., 
Excluded jfircm aut(»natic 
downgrading and 
declassifilcation 




SEE NOTE ^ASE TWO 
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CONFinj^ 



Honorable John D. Ehrllchman 
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; TMs Infotmatlon wa« contained in Atlanta alrtel t; ; • 
dated 7/13/70 captioned "Ralph P. Abernathy, Racial Matters." 

The Director Instructed the Information be furnished 
to the Honorable John D. Ehrli/:hhan at the White House. Because 
of the nature of the Information, It Is also being furnished 
to the Vice President and to the Attorney General, 

Classified "Confl^^tlal" since It contains Infor- 
mation from a highly confidential source, the disclosure of 
which could jeopardize the source and be detrimental to the 
national defense Interests. 
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1 - Mr. Sullivarv 

1 - Mr. C. D. Brennan 

July 21, 1970 

1 - Mr. Bishop * 
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SEE NOTE PAGE TWO 



COPIES SENT TO HONORABLE JOHN D. EHKLICHMAN AT THE WHITE 
HOUSE; THE VICE PRESIDENT; THE ATTORNEY GENERAL; AND THE 
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; ;V .This information was contained in Atlanta alitel> ^ 
dated 7/13/70 captioned "Ralph D. Abernathy, Racial Matters." 

The Director instructed the information be furnished 
to the Honorable John D. Ehrlichman at the White House. Because 
of the nature of the information, it is also being furnished 
to the Vice President and to the Attorney General. 

Classified •'Confiofential" since it contains infor- 
mation from a highly confidential source, the disclosure of 
which could jeopardize the source and be detrimental to the 
national defense interests. 
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Attacnea xurnisne^Enter-Division 
Information Unit of the Department, 
Internal Security Division, Secret Service, 
and Internal Revenue Service, 
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In Reply, Fteaae R^er to 
File No. 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Atlanta, Georgia 
July 13, 1970 



*■: -■-'.-■ 



Title 



EALFH D. ABERNATHT 



MM 



Character 
Reference 



RACIAL MATTERS 

Memorandum prepared at Atlanta, 
dated and captioned as above. 






All sources (except any listed "belov) vhose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
infoimation in the past. 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property 
of the FBI and Is loaned to your agency; It and Hb cnntentR rire not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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Atlanta, Georgia 
July 13, 1970 



CGfiFJ^ENTIAL 



RALPH D, ABBRITATHr 
' RACIAL MATi'KWS 
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feLoachJL— 




Mr. Caliaban- 
Mr.- C:-nra'l 




Mr. Soyzirs.— 

Tele. Room . 

Miss Holmes 

Miss Gandy 




This document contain^ neither recommendations nor conCflusions of the 
FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to ydiar a^gency; it 
and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.' 
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July 21, 1970 
B7 LIAISON 



Honorable Spiro T. Agnew 
The Vice President 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Vice President: 

Attn^hedfpr 



Hr. Sullivan 
Mr. C. D. Brennar 
Mr. Bishop 

)re 



Ic^lD 




a memorj 






# 



«»..«. s; rs;?i;-js~»r.s,':.-ai« "- 



Sincerely yours. 
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CONFInENTIAL 



Honorable Splro T. Agnew 




to thp Hnn^fw ? v*'',x^'*S*^~*=*^®^ ^^ Information be furnished 
o? the nl^ltJ ^K^/; Ehrllchman at the White House. Bec^se 
Of the nature of the Infonnatlon, It Is also being furnished 
to the Vice President and to the Attorney General? ^"^^^ 

- ^ Classified "Confidential" since It contains InfoT. 
^tlon from a highly conf IdSitlal source, the discloLif of 

Sil«n;i"iV^°P%^'^« ^« »~"« ^ be'detrlmentU^o the 
national defense Interests; ""^^ »* «.« tne , 
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Date: TAJAO 



Transmit the following in 
Via AIRTEL 



(Type in plaintext or code) 

EBCISEEHED MATTi /' ' 



(Prionty) 



I 



TOt DIEECTOE, ZBI (l{XM42706) 

PROM: SAC, ATMHTA (157-257) (P) 

P. 



■i".:s«*'- 



•#*'4SS* V"-"**' 



SUBJECT: RALPH 
RM 



ABEBHATHT 



«U niFQHMATKW CW rTAWifc 



hlc^ 




^^^, 







Enclosed for the Bureau Is the original and el^t copies 
of LHM prepared at Atlanta, dated and captioned as above, and suit- 
able for dlssemiziation. 



Source ref Arred to in enclosed LHM is 




source* is 



The enclosed ISA is classified confidential because of 




(2)^ Bureau (Enc*^/ v**»*/ tt ii« ^^ " 
^T - Atlanta (2 - 157-257); ^ ^1 t^^^ 





sn^^S-f 
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JUL yi '^^0 









Sent 



Charge 



.M Per 



U. S. OOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE i 1909 O - 34«-090 (H) 



• .JAiTI,;) K' 



Jit li, .•',» )'i' t:^i' liy r 



f) ] 

I-Ki>; ;:Ai. iu:nr.A I. or in V'.::-ti(; a'j uiN' 
Jr,}y 15, 1970 



Tltlo 



iL'-LPii B. AKmi^Tin: 
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Character 
Reference 



IlACI/iL LLVrTERS 

Meir.orandvjn prepared at Atlanta, 
dkted and captioned as above. 



Ji 



All sources (except any listed belov) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced coimiiuniGation have fumi :d reliable 
infonuation in the pact. 
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8/5/70 







TELETYPE 



TO SAC ATLANTA (157»257) 



NITEL 



1 - 



ic=r7o 



FROM DIRECTOR FBI (100-442706) 

RALPH DAVID^ERNATHT, RAQAL MATTERS 

RE CHICAGO TELETYPE AUGUST FIVE INSTSKT. 
ADVISE ATLANTA PD OF THREAT TO ABERNATH7 IN ORISR THAT 
PD CAN ADVISE ABERNATHY OR HIS OFFICE. 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 




.1370 



NOTE: 



TELETYPE 




\^ 



• 



v-;;?r 




Tolson _ 
Sullivan . 
Mohr 



Bishop - 

BrrnniHi. CD. 

t'itlliihaii 

("oiirad 






Abemathy, President of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, nay visit Chicago 8/8/70. Chicago 
Police Department received anonymous phone call from man 
with a southern accent vho said, "Royal welcome will be for 
Abemathy, just like we had for Doctor King." Upon receiving 
information of threats against King and Abemathy we have 
been advising the Atlanta Police Department who in turn advises 
the person threatened or someone on his staff. 
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MAIL ROOrilf 1 TELETYPE UNIT 
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NR006 C6 PLAJ 
12;53Jjr1jRGENT 8-5-70' 
TO I^RECTOR (100-442706T 

ATLANTA (157-257) 
FROM CHICAGO (157-2940) 2P 



RALPH DAVID ABERNAIHY, JtlSk* '" 00 :"' ATLANTA, 



f,' 





ADVISED FOLLOWING INSTANT: 
AT ONE FIFTY FIVE A.M. INSTANT CHICAGO POLICE 
DEPARTMENT (CGPD) RECEIVED ANONYMOUS TELEPHONE CALL. CALLER, 
BELIEVED TO BE MALE,. WHO HAD SOUTHERN ACCENT STATED FOLLOWING 
AND HUNG UP: 
[^X> "ROYAL WELCOME WILL BE FOR REVEREND ABERNATHY, JUST 



/ -* 



[like WE HAD FOR DR. KING." EX-lOO ^^^' ^^ 

SOURCE ADVISED CGPD DOES NOT HAVE ANY ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION NOR ANY SUSPECTS. 




'Smm^(i^-:i> 



m 



^ END PAGE ONE 
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PAGE TWO 
CG 157-2940 
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fe)T^ PERTINENT AGENCIES COGNIZANT. 
ADMINISTRATIVE 

SOURCE IS Hjj^HHI^HHIIH (PROTECT 
HAS ALERTED SOURCES AND IS MAINTAINING CLOSE LIAISON WITH 



CGPD 0w VIEW OF ABERNATHY'S CONTEMPLATED VISIT TO CHICAGO. 



LHPT FOLLOWS. 



END 

FBI WASH DC 
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Date: 



8/10/70 



(Type in plaintext or code) 



Transmit the following in _^ 

Via AIBTSL - I 



TO: 
ISOM: 




'SUBJECT: 



OIBECTOR, JFBI (100-442706) 

SAC, CHICAGO (157-2940) (C) 

BALPS WWlii'^S^ik^i^^'- " ■*•■■" - 

BM 

00: ATLAVTA 

Re Chicago teletype dated 8/5/70. 




Enclosed for the Bureau are 11 copies of an 
LHM dated and captioned as above* 

Copies of this meaoranduai are being furnished 
to the USA, Chicago; U.S. Secret Service, Chicago; Region I,- 
113th MI Group, Evanston, Illinois, 

LHM is 





Although Chicago is closing this case, liaison 
is being maintained with Chicago FD and appropriate Bureau 
sources in an effort to be cognizant of any future 
developments concerning ABERNATH7, Negro youth gangs 
and Negro yoAth gang violence. 
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(S ' Bureau (Encl. 11) (RM) 
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(1 - 105-16238) (SCLC) I C/U 
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Approved:" 



192Q^^^0r 

SpecicH^ent in Charge 



Sent 



.M Per 

U. S. OOVEHNMOrr PRINTING OFFICE : 1969 O - S4«-0»0 (11) 
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In Reply, Please 'Refer to 

File No. CG 157-2940 



U TED STATES DEPARTMENT C TUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Chicago, Illinois 
August 10, 1970 



RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY 



SSE.JS 



''->7, 






i 





blV 



sed the following: 



At approximately 1:55 AM, August 5, 1970, 
a telephone operator at the Chicago Police Department 
(CGPD), Chicago, Illinois, received an anonymous call. 
The caller, believed to be a male individual, had a 
Southern accent and stated the following and hung up: 

"Royal welcome will be for Reverend Abernathy 
just like we had for Doctor King." 

Source advised CGPD does not have any additional 
information nor have any suspects been developed. 
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m 



wr 

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusioi:is of the Federal Bureau of Investi-* 
gation. It is the property of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 
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RALPH DAVID ABERNATET? 



On August 10, 1970, source advised Reverend 
Abernathy did not come to Chicago, Illinois, as 
anticipated. Source stated several of his assistants 
arrived in Chicago on August 7, 1970, and met with 
leaders of the black community concerning current 
problems. Source advised all representatives from 
SCLC, who arrived in Chicago on August 7, 1970, departed 
Chicago on August 10, 1970. Source stated there were 
no acts of violence in connection with visit of SCLC 
leaders to Chicago. 

Copies of this memorandum are being furnished 
to the United States Attorney, Chicago, Illinois; United 
States Secret Service, Chicago, Illinois; and Region I, 
113th Military Intelligence Group, Evanston, Illinois. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION / 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 



Mr. Tol-O^-V^ 
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Mr/i:| 






Mr. o::/:**^ 

Mr. Coiuad — 

'Mr. Fvlt 

Mr. Gale 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Walters — 
Mr. Sf-yari ..— 

Tele. Room 

Miss Holmes- 
Miss Gandy — 
I ^ 



R012 AT CODE 

28 PW I MMEDIATE 8/18/70 
DIR^TOR 
FROM ATLANTA meruwjb URLLASSIE^^^ 

RALPH D»Hf\BERNATHY. RM. AT ONE FIFTYSEVEN fHTSH TWO FIVE 
SEVEN* BUFILE ONE HUNDRED DASH FOUR FOUR TWO SEVEN ZERO SIX. 

GEORGIA BLACK LIBERATION FRONT. RM. AT ONE FIFTYSEVEN DASH 
FOUR ONE TWO SEVEN. BUFILE ONE ZERO FIVE DASH ONE THREE EIGHT b?C^ 
EIG T THREE THREE. 




4 AUG 24 '«/« 



.a^xzHc:. 371. 
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^l^ ADMINISTRATIVE: 

_;,^J)^P RE ATLANTA TEL TO BUREAU AUGUST TWELVE SEVENTY CAPTIONED 



'COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF SCLC. RM; IS-C". 




LHM FOLLOWS. 
END 
WJM FBI WA 
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Mr. Callahan — 

Mr. Casper— 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr.. Felt. 
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Mr. Rosen — - — 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Walters 

Mr. Soyars 

Tele. Room 

Miss Holmes 

Miss Gandy 
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Hon, J« Edgar Hoover, Director, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D. C« 

Dear Kr« Hoover: ' 

Please note the attached newspaper clipping reporting a speech 
made by on e^Rev , Ralph D> Abemathy in Atlanta, Georgia. 

Speeches such as this concern me very much, and it seems to my 
lay mind that such utterances must come under the head of treason. When 
anyone, white or black, makes the statement that his group will probably 
have to take and literate the Justice Department of the United States, 
then I think that it is tliae for a halt of sucji language and intent. ^^ 

Further, it is unthinkable to clear minded people that anyone 
should make the public statement that the president of the nation is 
making 'teurderers" of the youth of our country. (fc7C 



j Kr. Hoover, can you please tell me why this man is not prosecuted I 



Yours 





fc>7c 



'•'H, 



^<j X. r 
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j^UG 26 *3^' 
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1^ To Prote st -^ ■ 

- Abernalhy Plans 

New Poor March 

On Washington 

ATLANTA, Ga. (AP) — Civil 
rights leader Ralph David Aber- 
nathy called on the nation*8 
poor Wednesday to prepare for 
a new march on Washington to 
bring the Pentagon to a halt and 
"tie up the whole Washington 
scene, if necessary." 

Abernathy also told delegates 
to the Southern Christian Lead- 
ership Conference convention 
here to be prepared to use new 
tactics of civil disobedience to 
protest poverty, the war ia 
Sou'heast Asia and inequality. 

I He called for the march to 
talce place late this year or ear- 
ly 1971 and termed it a continua- 
tion of (he 1968 Poor Peoples* 
Campaij.'n. But he said there 
would be no "Resurrection 
City," the tent city erected in 
Washington in the 1968 cam- 
paign, 

Abernathy said the march Hs ag 
duty of poor people because off 
"a repressive, antiblack, anti-j 
, poor, antipcace, antiyouth na-l 
tional government." * 

I He said, *"Vhe Pentagon must 
fcome to a grinding halt. We 
pay be forced to liberate and 
Itwcupy the Justice Department 
and Congress. This Fascist 
I domination has got to go." 
j Abernathy, successor to the 
j SCLCs founder, the late Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr., said 
^ there will be many arrests 
"should it become necessary to 
tie up the whole Washington 
•eeiw/;..b(if,$aiJ his "new non- 
violence" is the only way the 
poor can call the nation's at- 
tention to their problems. 

"We will engage in sit-ins not 
with just dozens, but with hun- . 
dreds." Abernathy told news- * 
. men. 
[ He accused the Nixon admin- 
istration of alienating blacks 
; «"<* minority groups, innating 
the economy and inciting "mill- 
. tary troops to gun us down in 
j Hhe streets. 

J I "It is he (Nixon) that has 
; /made murderers of our sons in 
i (Southeast Asia," he declared. 
I He said the challenge before 
. fthe SCLC IS to seek what he 
* called a rcprriientative govern- ., 
mcn{ thflt vUI nnf rxpand a war i 
when fhf people u-ant it ended 
•Uiat rejects public biulality, 
Lthat will provide bread for the 
I? hungry and that wUI renounce 
J and put a stop to the pracUce 



fore I 

he J 

ern- ]; 



\^^ 







of penocide." 

Abernathy alvn declarrd the 
SCr.C must be opposed totally to 
the Vietnam war and must 
-po arizc black and poor commu- 
nities to refuse to fight. ^ 
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EX 106 
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b^c, 



August 25, 1970 





I have received your communication of August 18th 
and can understand the concern which prompted you to write. 

/ • . . . 

With respect to your comments, the FBI conducts 
a considerable amount of investigation regarding the activities of 
those individuals and organizaticms seeking to undermine our basic 
freedoms iettidltiie internal security of our country. We furnish the 
results o^^r^inquiries to the Department of Justice which has the 
responsibility itof determining whether prosecuticm is warranted in 
these matt^rs^ ^'^ 

^ ^ am enclosing material which you may not have had 
an opportiQiity'to read relative to some organizations which are 
involved ifTomenting unrest in our Nation. 



mMRza 
AuG251970 

COMM^FBf 



Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 
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Enclosures (3) ^ ^^ 

Forward to Chaos r -Or the New Left in Actibi^'^J^.H^^^vvi 
A Study in Marxist Revolutionary Violence: '- SDS, " 1962 -1969 
Director's testimony, 3-5-70, re Black Panthers, racial, extremist 
and communist groups « -t lu \\i 

- - -: ^a3V.\ ^'^^^^'^ 

NOTE; On basis of available data, correspondent is not identifiable 
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i^Ir. J» Hdgar Hoover, 

Director, Federal I?\;reau o" Imr^stigation, 

^Vashington, D.C., 

Dear l^Vm Hoover; 




V^ 



^r-'^-^ 



1/ 




' /' ' . 
Mr. ToKnon 
Mr. SiiUivan 

Mr, _ 

mM 

Mr.BrcTiranCD 

Mr. CallahanTT^^ 
Mr. Caspf •'^'''•• 
Mr. Conr; 
Mr. Felt.. 
Mr. Galo.. 
Mr. Tlosen.. 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. V/alters_ 

Mr. Soyara 

Tele. Room 

Miss Holmes- 
Miss Gandy_ 





jh che eaiije category &s " Rev/^ ''^■i-i^g* fixica v/;io£>o 
loyiliy to the ccuee of Conaniiniem, I am sure, goes 
fiway back over the ye are, 

L'r* Hoover, -I would life to 
suggest a li'ctlo police etr&tegy, tc Le taught to 
policenBn selected to etcend the FBI Academy. This / 
strctegy rciiced icr lue many many times over tjie yearfi 
I served as tn inauatrit:! security officer, 6:nd in 
tiutes like 7;e have today, it -will ^,vork cg&ixi and 
again, to the detriirent of ttie h&bitual criuiinal. 
^y suggestion is as fcllov/s: TThen a 't^zs!'^ robbery 
I or a hold-up has boen cociiaitted, and T?^0 or more 

j suspects "^ere involved, the Police Dapartr^nt 

jhari.'iling aich a case, vhen releaislng a report oi 
;the rcbbeiy to the press, should ttt^te that ihe 
; amount of ^ money stolen T/a.s considerably MGr(E than 
tr^ iictuoi titount stolen. Here is tho ptychologj' 
:behind this. In thb crindnal elenient, there are 

TnG "unpardon£i;lG sins," infcrnin^; or 

/testifying against a fello?; crininal, Al^D 

rnCLDINd OUT ^ jLO^-e than thn fair "^ divvy" of i5io 
Icct. Criminals ■ivill fight arton^j bheiiselves and 
kill each other if thay ft-el one of their 
acccmplices "hold out* on the loot. Criiiiinaiii 

ead the newspaper accounts of if-ioir criiwfl avidly, 
land such a orcoedure nould put in motion the 
^fi^-htin^ among thecselv3s that could lead to 
>Jir.rcniiin^ on tho o!:h3r or cf killing the 

suspects hold -out man. And In tixoc like these^ 
%T those characters kill themnlevoa orf I nm 
sure It is no harm to the public at lurgo. Give it 
some thought. I £;i;t»rantee it v/ili be must eff ect ive. 
oG^ii^ Kee p up the good y ork 

Sincerely, 













/ 



6«'.,.jTr^^. T-.:o:c NOT RF.cnRr>f.n 



r,-l„ r ri. r-'^j;^^ 
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nCTcnon wasmngfc 



Three months ago when he was 
making plans for a civil rights' 
march through the Georgia coun- 
tryside, the Rev. Ralph^^ernathy^ 
head of the Southern Christian 
Leadersliip Conference, applied to 
tlie government for police protec- 
tion against unlawful disruption by 
- outsiders. 
. Vj Today, A b e r n a thy is making 
^ plans for a march on Washington. 
^ He threatens the use of tactics of 
^ civil disobedience to bring the Pen- 
^ /tagon to a halt and "tie up the^ 
(whole Washington scene, if neces-/ 
.^■^(sary," 
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The good Reverend should make 
up his mind whether he does or 
does not believe in law and order. 
He. should also reflect on whether 
tactics such as those he now pro- 
poses haven't lost their effective- 
ness under the law of diminishing 
returns. 

Americans have gotten their fill 
of -strong-arm, obstructionist meth- 
ods used in the name of social jus- 
tice. They are less and less inc- 
lined to accept the argument that 
vimlawful means may be used mas- 

\ • 

.V -'^ — - 



s i V e 1 y to combat unlawfulness. 
Their resentment has long since 
been communicated to their repre- 
sentatives and senators in Congress 
' who in turn are more hesitant than 
in previous times to respond to the 
pressure of mass obstruction and 
disobedience. 

Some civil rights leaders, observ- 
ing this development in public and 
legislative opinion, have wisely 
pulled away from violent means 
and disassociated themselves and 
their organizations from the extre- 
mists. But Abemathy seems more 
and more inclined to ingr atiate 
hi mselT w mT me implacabje mili- 
tanis, wKo, he apparentlv^Iea rs. 
ma y be ItSSUhg his thunderTHe 
encourages young people to refuse 
military service, preaches hostility 
to constituted authority and plans 
for the disruption of the center of 
national government. 

All this can only do harm rather 
than good to the causes he pro- 
fesses to represent. The members 
of SCLC ought to begin asking 
whether he has most at heart the 
interests of his followers qr his ow rf 
ambitions of power and leaSefsHip 
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on 



Honorable J<^)a D. KhrllchBan 
Assistant to the President 

for Domestic Affairs 
The Vhite House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Shrlictean: 



Sept«aber 8, 1970 



(oTc 



1 
1 
1 

1 
1 

1 



Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 




Sullivan 

C. D. Brennan 

Bishop 

">ore 




Snclosed is a aemorandum containing information 
I thought might be of interest to the Pp^sident and you as 
it concerns a speech nade by Dr. Kalph^1&)emath y. President 
of the Southern Christian X<eadership Conference, at the 
Cmigress of African Peoples, September 3, 1970, Atlanta, 
Georgia. 



The enclosed infoxmation is being furnished 
separately to the Vice President and to the Attorney General. 







Sincerely yours. 



am 



/ ' 
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CONFIDENTIia. 



Honorable John D. Ehrllchman 



.•■\V: ■■ ■■r 



NOTE : -'r^- "; '■■ ,^ ..^:- >:: ::.v 'x '^"^¥^>'^^':':t^-7"^"';'^'-'f ;vj;^^ c"'' ■' v 

See memoTahdum G. C. Moore to Mr. C, D, Brennan 
dated 9/4/70, captioned "Congress of African Peoples, Aj 
Georgia, Septenber, 1970, Racial Matters," prepared bj 

Classified "Confid^tlal" as it contains -Information 
from sources, the disclosure of vhich would be detrimental to 
the national defense interests. 
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1 - Mr. Sullivan 

1 - Mr. C. D. Brennan 

1 - Mr. Bishop 

1 - Mr. G. C. Moore 

tepteaber 8, 1970 
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OGMORBSS OF AFRICAN PIOPUHS 
ATLANTA, CBK>BGIA 

3-7, X970 



lo7 
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..-; ¥■• 



^v^*>- 
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On 8ept«aber 3, 1970, confidential sources, who 
have fumiahed reliable inforaation in the past, adviaed 
that the opening session of the Congress of African Peoples 
took place at the Morris Brovn College Stadium in Atlanta, 
Georgia. This opening session vas highlighted by various 
speakers vho outlined the purposes of the Congress as 
follows: development of black self-determination; develop- 
ment of ability among blacks to provide for themselves; 
development of blacks* self-respect; and development of 
black dependence on each other and self defense for each 
other. 

The various speeches were interspavsed by per- 
formances of different entertainers. 

An unscheduled speaker at this session was 
Dr. Ralph Abemathy, President of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCLC). Dr. Abernathy comfNired the 
events taking place at the Congress for African Peoples 
with the circumstances existing at the end of the Civil 
War when the North dictated to the South the peace' terms. 
Dr. Abemathy stated: "The black man in America and in the 
world is saying to the white establishment it*s all over.** 

Or. Abemathy*s speech was describe by one source 
as an endorsement of a much more militant stand than that 
taken previously by Dr. Abemathy or by the deceased 
Martin Luther King, Jr., the former bead of the SCLC. 

not 
at 



Another wmree stated Dr. Abemathy 's talk did 
follow the doctrine of the late Martin Lather King, Jr., 
all but was an endorsement of militancy. 




hl^ 



See note page 2 
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CONUDENTIAL 



CONGRESS OF AFRICAN PEOPLES 
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 
SEP1SMBER 3-7, 1970 



COPIES SENT TO THE HONORABLE JOHN D. EHRLICHMAN AT THE WHITE 
HOUSE; THE VICE PRESIDENT; THE ATTORNEY GENERAL; THE DEPUTY 
ATTORNEY GENERAL; ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL, INTERNAL SECURITY 
DIVISION; AND ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL, CRIMINAL DIVISION. 



mi 
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NOTE: 



See memorandum Q 
9/4/70, captioned as abov 




to C. D. Brennan dated 

— ^^tlal" as it contains Information 
from sources, the dlsclosureof which would be detrimental to 
the national defense Interests. 



Classified "Confllj^tj 
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Date: 9/23/70 



Transmit the following in 
Vin AIRTEL 




(Type in plaintext or code) 



(Priority) 







t ijj^ CLASSIriED AN 



EXTEWDED :jy 
REASON FCi-I EXl 

DIRECTOR, IBI (100-438794)^^;!^^ [jp ^-.l.^.l^ y 



SAC, 1IC3ILE (157-1S2) (C) "— — ^^'^^£Q 




SUBJECT: SPEECH BY SQJiC PRESIDENT 
, RALPH DAVID-ABERNATHY; 
- MinTICIPAL THEATER , ~ -* 

1I03ILE, AL^BALIA, 

9/6/70 

RU 



Enclosed hereT7ith for tli© Bureau are 11 copies and 
for Atlanta 4 cci:>ies of LIIH setting forth infornation concerning 
the speech made by ABSRITATZ.Y at llobile. 



agencies. 



This neso is being disseninated locally to intelligence 
The inforiaants used in this LHLI are as follows: A^O^ 




''- Bureau (End. 11) (RU) ■ / '%S'iCW)SUEB 
4 - Atlanta (Eicl. 4) (RM) (100-5718) 
4 - llobile (1 - 157-192) . 

(1 - 157-112) (ABERHATHY) 
,^^ (1 - 157-2644) (KOY;) 
^Jj^^ (1 - 100-1395) (RS-1!0BILE) 



I00-H14 g,<jo h~ 



NOT RKOORDED 

199 OCT 2 1970 
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■ JS 



^»^ 



Special Age* 



^T^P^Pnarge 



Sent 
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« U. S. GOVERNMENT PRU^I\isC.pl 



[9 O - 346-OSO (ll> 




In Reply-y Please Refer to 
■ File Nfi. 



v^Ld states department of 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Mobile, Alabama 
September 23, 1970 
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SPEECH BY SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
CONFERENCE PRESIDENT RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY, 
MUNICIPAL THEATER, MOBILE, ALABAMA, 
SEPTEMBER 6. 1970 ____^ 



V. 



]S^ 




r_ 



^^^n September 4, 1970, Source Number 1, who has 
furnishednteliable information in the past^ reported that 
Reverend Ralph David Abernathy, President, Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCLC), Atlanta, Georgia, would speak 
in Mobile on the night of September 6, 1970, at the Municipal 
Theater, Source said that the speech was being sponsored 
by the Neighborhood Organized Workers (NOW) , a predominantly 
black civil rights group at Mobile which has been affiliated 
with SCLC. 

The September 7, 1970, issue of the Mobile Register , 
a daily morning newspaper published at Mobile, Alabama, 
reported that Reverend Ralph David Abernathy spoke the pre- 
vious night at the Mobile Municipal Theater to about 800 
persons at a freedom rally sponsored by NOW. According to 
this article, Abernathy said that black people united in 
a new non-violence aimed toward a goal of total integration 
is the remedy for the ills that are plaguing a sick America 
today. He said that he was here "to serve notice on white 
racist America that it will never again be like it has been, 
A^«:br other. You may as well get with it." 

A Abernathy referred to a recent murder indictment 

^ against Noble Beasley, President of NOW, who was charged 
"^ with murder in connection with the death of a former NOW 
lieutenant. Abernathy noted that in Mobile there is not a 
single black elected official even though blacks make up 
40 percent of the city's population. He criticized members 
of his own race saying that he is tired of those black 
people who learn a few big words and go down to the Chamber 
of Commerce and have tea and cookies with the white people. 
He emphasized that he is not a separatist but believes in 
total integration. He said that he does not want a system 
that will close local Negro high schools and Itllow white 
hi^^schools to continue to exist. He wants a system that 
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-SPEECH BY SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
CONFERENCE PRESIDENT RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY, 
MUNICIPAL THEATER, MOBILE, ALABAMA, 
SEPTEMBER 6, 1970 ' 

will allow black people to control their own destiny, schools 
and lives, Abernathy said that he knows the history of 
Mobile and its black leaders and said, "The going is going 
to get rougher before it gets better." He referred to the 
fact that he has been in jail 30 times and doesnU care if 
the 31st time is in Mobile. He closed by saying, "A new 
day is on the horizon" and "We are here to stand with you, 
President Beasley." 

^ /^^ources 1 and 2, who have furnished reliable 
information in the past, advise^that in his speech in 
Mobile, Reverend Abernathy spoke of Alabama being behind the 
times and, along with the rest of the nation, was dying 
from the cancerous disease of racism. He said he wants 
integration where black people would control their own 
destiny and was very complimentary of the local leadership 
of NOW as found in Noble Beasley. He emphasized that blacks 
must stand together as they can't afford the luxury of 
division. 

These sources advised that they did not consider 
Abernathy *s speech to be inflammatory and did not expect any 
violent activity to result therefrom. 
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^ ^^ ^B^^^—i^MBiMi^BM^B.^-^^.^ Mobile Police Department, 

L^<i\ advised on September 7, 1970, that Reverend Abernathy arrived 
*-^' at Mobile Municipal Airport at 5:35 PM on September 6, 1970, 

on Southern Airways Flight 71 from Atlanta and was accompanied 
by a Negro male, J. To Johnson, of Atlanta, Georgia. He was 
met by Noble Beasley and other officials of NOW, among whom 
were James Finley, Ocie Wheat and William A. Evans. The 
Abernathy party was furnished a police escort from the airport 
to the Ramada Inn where he checked in to Suite B at 5:50 PM. 
At 7:30 PM, Reverend Abernathy and party were escorted to 
the Stone Street Baptist Church on Cleveland Street where 
Abernathy took part in a communion service. At 8:00 PM, the 
party was escorted to the Mobile Municipal Theater where 
Abernathy spoke to a crowd estimated at 900. The Abernathy 
party left the Municipal Theater about 11:00 PM returning to 
the Ramada Inn. Abernathy was to leave Mobile by Eastern 
Flight 392 at 12:15 PM, September 7, 1970o 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; It and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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W/16/70 



CCOE 
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CABI£GRAM 



OATE 

TO I£GM TOKYO 



«U WFMMATlWt COWT AWH 



FROM DIRECTOR ?BI 

RALPH DAVID ABERHATH7, RACIAL MATTERS. 




1970 % 

ENCIPHERED 

ON OCTOBER FIFTEEN LAST ABERNATHT, FRESIDENT OF 



bn> 







THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN lEADERSHIP CONFERENCE, DEPARTED 
U. S. AT LOS ANGEI£S FOR JAPAN VIA AIR. AIRLINE AND 
EXACT DESTINATION IN JAPAN NOT KNOWN. 

'0 ATTEND INTERNATIONAL RELIGIOUS 
CONFERENCE, ACCOMPANIED B7 TWO AIDES, HOSEA L. VILLIAMS 
AND V7ATT T. ¥AIXER. 

BE AI£RT FOR ANT INFORMATION REGARDING ANT OF 
THIS GROUP, PARTIOTLARLT STATEMENTS B7 THEM. lURNISH 
ANT INFORMATION IN LHM. 






MAIt£D ATLANTA. 

1 - ATLANTA <B7 MAIL) 

I - Foreign Liaison Desk (Route through for 
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SEE NOTE PAGE TWO 
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CABLEGRAM TO LEGAT TOKYO 
RE: KALPH DAVID ABERNATHT 



HOrrE: 



Abemathy and his organization have been more 
militant recently and we are particularly interested In 
any statements against the United States that he might 
make In Japan. 






5-1 I3a- (9-29-55) 
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Domestic Intelligence Division 



■^■i JIP^.WI ii • 



INFORMATIVE NOTE 

Dot^ 10/16/70 



Attached reports that Ralph Abema-fK., 
President of the &iilii6i» ChSatlan tIoJ!^ 
Ship Conference (i^Tde^riir^he'^Sfled 
States for Japan on 10/15/70. Abernathv 
JJes?5«;i*? by Hosea L. William^r^Jce^'' 
l^esident in charge of SCLC activities 

formerly affiliated with SCwtf^'Siw York. 

«*+««i**®*''*?*?y *"** Williams allegedly will 
?!*t°^ »» ^^||tlon|l~rgli ^ 

travel TFjJf^®'?S^l5Re^Eo^ this 
or^lJtJSencl."""'^* ^^ '^^'^-^^ informatict 



,^v 




b?o 



^i^^.f" It H»?CtASSff)F» — ^ 
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NR016 AT PLAIN,.'' 

11:15 PM NIT,e{ 10/15/70 



/ 



TO DIRECTOft 



# 












^:^n^^^ 



FROM ATI^NTA 157-257 

RALPH D. VbERNATHY. fl«-. ^ ' 




,,.;•;•.:<- ••''•^*^' 



ON OCT. FIFTEEN, SEVENTY A CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE WHO HAS FURNISH 
RELIABLE INFORMATION IN THE PAST ADVISED HE UNDERSTOOD THAT \olCy 
ON OCT. FIFTEEN, SEVENTY RALPH D. ABERNATHY, PRESIDENT SOUTHERN 
CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) DEPARTED THE UNITED 
STATES AT LOS ANGLES, CALIFORNIA, VIA AIR, ENROUTE TO JAPAN. 
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Date: 11/4/70 



Transmit the following m 



Via 



iklRTEL 



(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIRMAIL 



. y .*.:>■■.. - -iPriority) . .. - ; .-. V--\. ' . v^ .;;-'i 



^'■^*.^ ^!*^S 



# 



TQj^ DIRECTOR, FBI (100-442706) 

m- ****-*a^|'.:- ATLANTA -'^a®ti''2'3-7'> (P) 
NATHY 




RALPH D. 
RM 
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Re Atlanta teletype to Bureau dated 10/15/70, / ^-y. 
captioned as above, ^ f^ 

Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and 
eight copies of an LHM prepared at Atlanta on 11/4/70, 
captioned as above, and suitable for dissemination. 

Source referred to in the enclosed LHM is 
The enclosed 
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-Bureau (Enc. 9) 
4-Atlanta (2-157- 
(1-100- 




Special Agl^Bmhorge 



U. SL OOVXSUOiENT PRINTINa OFFICE ! 19S9 O - U6-000 (11) 



r it» s;' > r'W j ' 'S *ji.li;».V »* / < ;v <'' VV ! - ' ' ' ?-V^ ' .-T ''' ": 



H y». |L i.p ». ■■ J » t ' J ' 



FD-323 (Rev, 11-29-61) 




I 



In R^ty^ Please Refer to 
FiieNo. 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Atlanta, Georgia 
November 4, 1970 




Title 



RALPH D, ABERNATHY 



Character 
Reference 



V 



RACIAL MATTER 

Memorandum prepared at Atlanta, 
dated and captioned as above. 



--■;A:. ' 



All sources (except any listed "belov) vhose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliahle 
infoimation in the past. 



Hvr; 




J/'i^J^^-nT^^i contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and Is loaned to your agency; it and Its contents are not to be distributed oJslde 



your agency, 




In Reply^ Pleaae Refer to 
File No, 



■ O 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Atlanta, Georgia 
November 4, 1970 
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RALPH D. ABERNATHY 
.-.^.t&MllAIj - MAT WtR.,«.^y> -. 












, T 



A confidential source advised on October 15, 
1970, he understood that Ralph D. Abernathy, President, _ 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), departed 
the United States thai dat< 




The October 20, 1970, evening edition of The 
A tlanta Journal , daily Atlanta, Georgia, newspaper, on - 
Page 18A published an art icledatelined Kyoto, Japan, 
entitled "Abernathy Urges Nonviolent Revolt in Japan." 

This article reflected Abernathy was currently 
attending "the V/orld Conference on Religion and Peace." 
Abernathy, during an interview by United Press International 



This document contains neither recommendations nor con- 
clusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to 
be distributed outside your agency. 
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RALPH D. ABERNATHY 
RACIAL MATTER 




f-r^-;^ 



on October 20, 1970, stated racism is the biggest problem 
facing the United states and the world. He was quoted as 
saying "Racism is our biggest problem, but the war, the 
Vietnam war, has also got to be stopped immediately." 
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NR001 HO J»LAn 
94SAM u/gENT 1 l-G-70 
TO DIRECTOR (100-4427 
ATLANTA (157-257) 
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FROM HOUSTON (157-1490,),^^,^^^.^^^,,,,,,,,, 
RALPH D. ABERNATHY, RM. 



RE ATLANTA TEL ELEVEN FIVE LAST. 
On ELEVEN SIX INSTANi 





POLICE DEPARTMENT (HOPD) ADVISED RALPH D. ABERNA*HY IS SCHEDULED TO 

Vie 
ADDRESS THE INDEPENDENT SOUTHERN BAPTIS* CONVENTION AT HOUSTON, .EXA 

TODAY .l^l^l ADVISED A6ERNA.HY INDICATED HE MIGHT P SSIBLY STAY 



HOUSTON/ 
TO ^^ 
.EXAS^IV 






OVERNIGHT IN WHICH CASE HE WOULD RESIDE AT THE RAMADA INN IN HOUSTON, 



: V HOWEVER, HIS PLANS ARE N T SURE A»D HE MAY DEPART HOUSTON AFTER 

/ADDRESSING THE CONVEN il . N.^mH ADVISED NO VIOLENCE IS ANTICIPATED 
/ IN C-NNEC*! N WITH ABERNAIHY'S VISI 
V ILL BE F.LLOWING THE MATTER CLOSELY. ^^ ^Q 



IN THE ABSENCE OF ANY VI LENCE R UNUStfAl/^CCURRENCES , NO LHM 

"Bfe-i NG SUBillTTED. RUC '^" ""- 

^•- NOV J2 137D 
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ri?;239 AT CODE 

9:5 3Prs NITEL 11-5-7S 

TO DIRECTOR 100-442706 

HOUStON 
FROM ATLANTA 15 7-25 7 

/ 

RALPH D. ABERrJATHY, HM. 



ON ^OV/E^SER FIVE, SEVENTY, A COt^FIDEf^TI AL SOURCE WHO 
H.S F.JHKISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN THE PAST ADVISED ^ 
KALPH D. ABERi.ATHY, PRESIDE::!, SOUTHERN CHRISITAN- LEADERSHIP 
COUFEREC^CE, PLAliS TO DEPART ATLANTA, GEORGIA, VIA AIR ON 
t.-,ORMING OF :;CVEr:3ER SIX, SEVENTY ,- El. ROUTE TO HOUSTOri , 
TEXAS. ABERWATHY V.ILL RETURN TO ATLANTA K0VEi-3ER SEVEN, 
SEVEUTY. PURPOSE OF ABERNATHY'S TRAVEL MOT KWV^ TO 






SOURCE. 
ADMINISTRATIVE: 

SOURCE REFERRED TO IS 
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ZLAT AIRLINES. 
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Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Is tl.is unsavorycharacter 

C0in2 to be allowed to stir up trouble in 
the streets of itierica \;ith his connunist 
crev;? ^--"^ 

After serving time in prison for nolestinq 



••^.V.^" 



A^^}' 






m 



,^,..r;^-\%\v^rl children right in his ovm conr-i^ation 
•''"'' '■"•"'ng corA:.,uiiist fro;; head to toe,'Le 



W^- 









DO NOT DETACH 



No acknowledgement necessary. Chronic 
card maintained in Crime Records. See 
62-110061. ' 
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reserves severe correction until he for 

gets this revolution business. 

have p-LTt up with this riff raff too long. 
It is ti-e for a tough crack dovm. 
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VOfF Students Hear 

Rev. Aherhathy Plea- 



GAINESVILLE. (UPi) _ 
^rhe Rev. Ralph Pf^b emarfiv 
Resident 0/ the Southern 
Christian Leadership Confer- 
ence, urged University of 
Florida students last night to 



help 3£CL-Put_£jTon^]olent^^ 



33W, M5<) 




^1c^ 




"rnemost^ desirable revolu-, 
tion, bothTirorally Itnd* practi "' 
cally7 Is^ the non-violent 'revo.", 

"told an audience' of J,300^stu:u. 
4^nts on the universitjr cam- 
. pus!* He was appearing as part" 
oflHe "Accent 71" programi/^! 

Abernathy criticized Pres- 
ident Nixon's attitude toward * 
the race question. /_^- ' 

"The President of the United 
States is traveling around 
the world passing out moon 
rocks to heads of state when 
he ought to be traveling 
through Alabama, Florida and 
Georgia passing out loaves of 
bread for hungry Black chil- 
-dren," the Rev. Abernathy 
said. •■ " ■■ " "* ' I, .y 
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DATE: 10/28/70 

{ 157-81 ) (P) 

Attn: FBI Laboratory 



Request the enclosed 
below, be translated [X] verbatim 



Description of Material: 2 memoranda 



Japane«iffe.7:-?fi n/^«^'^i^BilW^^ 

— . — ^ language material, which is described 

□ in summary and the translation distributed as indicated 



b1t> 
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Dated 
under 



Undated 



none 



.and received here on 
.classification from: 



10/28/70 







Disposition of Material: 

H Return to this Office 
[ 1 Retain at Bureau 
, □ Other: 



Disposition of translations: 

— 2_ copies to Atlanta 




^ v../tn^. 



ir^i.n\) 



-copies to Tokyo 

-copies to 

-copies to 



blC 



177*7' 7; (-ommunication for dissemination to be prepared by Atlanta ^^^.^^ 




Remarks: 



lu M 



p,r^-''-''- 



Q-rfl 




ABERNATHY and WYATT T. WALKER arrived Japan 10/15/70 in 
tourist status from Los Angeles aboard PAA flight Ls. They gave 
as their destination Royal Hotel, Kyoto, Japan! ABERNATHY L?e 
a speech at the World Conference on Religion and Peace hPif 1+ 
Kyoto 10/16-22/70, text of which is enclfs^S for ??anlia?ion. 






Please expedite translation. 



W Bureau (Encs. 2) 
*«/,(2 - Atlanta) 



m^i 




H;^2st 



v/zTi^.z^^Vd - Foreign Liaison Desk) 
1 - Tokyo 
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To 1 son _ 

Sullivan . 
Mohr 



Bishop 

BrcnnBn. CD. . 

Callahan 

Casper 

Conrad 

Felt 

Gale 

loRcn 

avel 



ISXm Legat, Tolgro asT-U) 

tt^a^ ?.E5« /^^^5>.7^ -171 

Director, FBl(lW-<9W) ' 



November 27, 1970 



RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY 
RM 



REGISTERED MAIL 



«ll INfTMlWArKm COIfTAyift 




tnc 



the final portion of 

dated lO/WlO^^^ l^the translation which you requested by letter 



liters 

vars 

e. Room 
Ties 

iy 



The contents thereof, where pertinent, must be reported 
under appropriate captions and afforded whatever investigative 
attention is necessary. 

Disposition of the foreign language material submitted in 
this connection is set forth below: 

r 

Returned herevith. 

2 • Atlanta • JSndosures (2 translations) 

1 - Mr. C. D, Brennan (Attn. : Racial Intelligence Section), 
- ^-^^^^^^^^^ . . - sent direct with enclosure. 

1 - Special Coordination Unit, sent direct without enclosure. 

Enc. 



MAIL ROOM 




xnnri i 



m 



-.•=T . p»-'> ii I ^HMgj u j 'l jf'g ' y r" 



I ,>.Ljl ' H f< HW I ).t 1 ' ^- 
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-,Q*coK^M»^_:>i^^^ TRANSLATION FROM JAPANESE 
4at"^^.'^xiiss«^|^^i^V - continuaUon - 

From time Immemorial wars have broagbt cruelties and miseries 
on mankind. The present war is so hi^y modernized aQd mechanized 
that the sotterings of women, children and innocent people are beyond 
description; human sufferings are the results of the development 
of science. The future war may take the form of forced horrible 
suicide of mankind. 

Racial di8criminati(»k engenders fear and hate and forces 
pe<9le to fii^t each other. Billions of affluent white people of today 
are afraid of poor peopla The world's poor colored people are indignant 
at the white people's apathetic, arrc^nt and selfish attitude toward 
colored people. 

Only religion can unite disintegration and heal the corrupted 
human society. Only religi(m can expel the demons of racial discrimi- 
nation from our society and human hearts and bring about brotherly 
love to our society. We cannot remain silent. 

The world's affluent pe(^le, turning their k)acks on the poor 
pec^le's sufferings, are desperate to hang M to their materialistic 
wealth. The sufferings of the poor people can be relieved only by distribu- 
tion of wealth. 

The principal reward from the materialistic losses incurred 
by a handful of wealthy pe(H>le, who sacrificed a bit in order to help 
the poor pe<^le, will be the love of the poor people. 

Our urgent task of today is to teach people that our anti-war 
effort is a part of the united struggle against poverty and racial 
discrimination. 

The pressing questions facing us today art: What are the 
religiotts leaders, i^o gathered here from all over the world, going 
to do with ttie problems of racial discrimination and human poverty ? 
How can we cultivate brotherly love effectively 7 How can we make 
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p eace 7 * How can we fight against poverty ? How can we dispel the 
devilish racial discrimination from our hearts, and social and 
cultural Ufe. 

Our task is very important. Our goals cannot be achieved 
with one single effort or resolution. However, the cold reality 
is that we have to do something right now. In order to accomplish our goals, 
we must make op our minds to face hardship, toil and sacrifice. 

/ The first step toward our goals, I am sure, is to declare 

W i/to the world— whole ^\world that we have a "hope"; we will be able 
I to overcome racial discrimination, poverty and war; our ftiture 

is bright and hopeful. 

It is true that despair and hopeleBBmau are the main obstacles 
to the reformaUoo of economic and poliUcal systems. Hopelessness 
crushes creative power. Distrust diminishes brotherly love. 

The real roie of religion is to expel obstacles, let the 
coward people speak loud, give new hopes to weakening hearts 
and implant fresh ideals onjconfused and tired brains. 

The religion has a power to liberate people from antiquated 
prejudice. We, who gather here, realized the fact that the God's 
love, that is the basic source of religion, can overcome any obstacle 
and unite people. We saw at this meeting a hope in our hearts and 
love that will nourish our hungry souls. 

Brothers and listers.*: As I told you before, let us try 
to realize brotherly love and righteousness, which have been the 
dream from very early ages, by exerting our powers of souls. 

We should talk with courage. Nevertheless, we should take great and 1 c 
bold actions J respectfuUy ^o^osAjhe foUowing steps to be taken to 
promote world peace by us who represent the major religio^^^ 

(I) 

We should attend 4k^ United Naticms meetings and make an 
appeaLunder the watchful eyes of the world^to the world poUUcal 
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leaders for sincere international cooperation for the realization of 
peace with Justice. The peace without Justice is not real peace; 
the Justice sweep off war, poverty, and racial discrimination. 

(2) 

We should oppose and protest mass killings and racial 
discrimination with legal means; when I say mass kUllngs, It 
means not only the mass idlling of colored people but also, as 
stipulated In the United NaUons chapter, the systematic extinction 
of whole or part of one race and the subUe exploitation and supresslon 
of the hungry people by the people who have a sense of their own 
superiority to other people. 

(3) 

We should advise to the world's colored people not to take 
part In racial wars; at the same time we should strongly suggest to 
world's whltepwple to forsake the sense ofaperlorlty; It Is 
Irreverent ana absurd that white people are superior because 
their skins happen to be white. 

(4) 

^i .. . ^^ ^^^^^ *PP®^^ ^ world's maJonj»Uglous leaders for 
W '^ InternaUonal soUdarlty. We should wan^world's poliUcal and 
mUltary leaders that reUglous teacheiSkn^i good-natured people 
cannot remain sUent any more against destruction, oppression 
and racial discrimination. 

(6) We should encourage various reUglous leaders to contribute 
Uielr financial resources, take more positive actioi^ speeches and 
deeds and make up their minds to sacrifice themselves in order 
to continue our religious life and to flght against racial discrimination 
poverty and war. * 

(6) 

We should Induce the people and leaders of the world that we 
are entitied to share not only the spiritual wealUi of religion but 
also the materialistic wealth. 
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I Should Uke to emphasize one point that If aU governments 
01 the world should abandon their duties to bring about peace with 
jusUce, It would be reUgious peoples sacrcdDobllgattons to try to 
bring about peace with JusUce. 

-.*v . *??•, **®*"' ^ *™ driving at today Is to start a world revoluUon 

without violence. The revolutionary actions have no naUooal 

boundaries. Our revolutionary acUon shaU unite all good-natured 

people and religious people. Our revolutionary goals are to 

renounce war, sweep off poverty and repeal racial discrimination. 

Our revolution Is aimed at letting the people to Uve as great religious creeds 

teach us how to live peacefully with brotherly love. 



*K w. ' *PPf*^ *^ 3^" *<*<*^y to** launching a new peace movement under 
^ "• banner of non-violent revolution which will unite us with the 

I poor and exploited people. Let us start poor people's movements 

"^ I In all countries. 

As two resurrection cities were built recentiy In ChUe. let 
us buUd resurrection cities where Uie poor people can secure thei- 
lands and create communlzed equal societies. 

i«ifiof-it' o® •Sf "^ ?**^ non- violent protesU and struggles which were 
toltlated by Gandhi of India, Martin Luther King, Jr. ofthe United 
States and Don Herode Camara (7) of BraslL 



Let us ppread our clvU right movementsauman right move- 
ments and peace movements Into aU conUnenfe^iu nations. 

The comparatively UtUe difference of our reUglous doctrines 

fJt *";*r*^f*^ ^^' *• ^ '^"^^^^ l^*d*"» «hould work toS^ 
In hand for the cause of revolution. 

Even If we cannot agree unanimously, we will be able to work 
to harmony; we, wlUiout split, are big eno.^ to accept a varleW 
of opinions. In the tong run, we will be able to buUd a world society 
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Director, FBI (rSXjiiBafl) 



date: 
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ReBulet 11/27/70. 
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nothing 
5ERNATHy visit to Japan. • ■ ' ■ — 

- No further inquiry is being made at Tokyo. / 

^- Bureau^— ^^- H- v^ h; 

(2 - Atlanta) 

(1 - Foreign Liaison Desk) 
1 - Tokyo 
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(Type in plaintext or code) 
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TO: 

from: 



DIRECTOR, FBI (100-442706) 



SAC, ATLANTA (157-257) 

SUfiJECT: RALPH D. TJBERNATHY 
RM / 



Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and 
eight copies of an LHH prepared at Atlanta, dated and 
captioned as above and suitable for dissemination. 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 

FOeNo. 



( '; \.) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Atlanta, Georgia 
December 15, 1970 




Title 



RALPH D. ABERNATHY 



Character RACIAL MATTER 

Reference Atlanta memorandum dated and 

' captioned as above. 



All sources (except any listed "belov) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 



n 




This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; It and Its contents are not to be distributed outside 



your agency. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTiCE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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December 15, 1970 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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RALPH D. ABERNATHY 
RACIAL MATTER 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and Is loaned to 
your agency: It and Its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (100-442706) 
SAC, ATLANTA (157-257) 
D.^BERNATHY 



SUBJECT: RALPH 
.' RM 



Enclosed for the Bureau are the 6rlglnal and 
eight copies of an LHM prepared at Atlanta, dated and 
captioned as above and suitable for dissemination. 
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U^xTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JoSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Atlanta, Georgia 
December 15, 1970 



Title 



RALPH D. ABERNATHY 
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Reference 



RACIAL MATTER 

Atlanta memorandum dated and 
captioned as above. 
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All sources (except any listed telov) vhose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
infonnation in the past. 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency: it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 

^ Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following 
statements, where indicated, explain this deletion. 

PP Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material 
available for release to you. 

Section S52a 

D (d)(5) 
D (j)(2) 
n (k)(l) 

n (k)(2) 
n (k)(3) 

D (k)(4) 

n (k)(5) 

n (k)(6) 

n (k)(7) 

□ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your 
request. 

n Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

n Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred 
to that agency(ies) for review and direct response to you, 

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be 

advised by the FBI as to the releasability of this information following our consultation 
with the other agency(ies). 
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December 18, 1970 



Legate Ottawa (163-544-268) 



From REC-51 Director, FBI (100-442706>/2f 



RAIPH DAVID ABERNATH; 
FOREIGN POLICE COOPERATION 




/ 



S^ oir. OADR 







i\ 







Enclosed are two copies each of the following reports 
on Abernathy. 



.G 



Report of Special Agent (SA) 
5/24/68 at Atlanta. 




dated 



Report of SA^^^^^B dated 9/10/69 at Atlanta. 
Report of SA^^^^^^dated 3/3/70 at Atlanta. 
One of each report is for your files. 
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I l ^ervice Unit - Room 6524 

I Forward to File Review 
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[Return to 



Supervisor 



Room Ext. 



Ty pe of References Requested: 

i Rpgulrrr Request (Analytical Search) 

I I All References (Subversive & Nonsubversive! 

I [ Subversive References Only 

j " J Nonsubversive References Only 

I 1 Main References Only 

Ty pe of Search Requested: 

[Restricted to Locality of 



I [ Exact Name Onl y (On the Nose) 

I Buildup I I Variations 



Subject C^y/t^a^^^ A.<^L^fi. 

Birthdate & P^g^^| >jytiaF..;tior - ' r,r'": r > y £s» ^^ 



Address 





Date /^ - /n^ 



archer ^/^ 
Initials ^^>^ 



FILE NUMBER 



SERIAL 



/^o-V<r^:^'yc( - 



/oo--(/c/;zycj^ -// 



■W 



f-^/.?^^ 



"T- ^CS-zC r 



9' ¥S^9 // 



"f-^^^oY 
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^^/^/^. /^>. 



<^^/) 






/f^ t'/y"^-- y<^' ' Lr^ 






?' ^a^ </y 



/00-j^/p^rf 






A"-^;^ <"-, 



'^fj^^... ^ ' ^-^^^ 






^^ C^ jC wX (-"i^^y '• 



Q. 



CiJ^'irj:.z/i-i/ , Ay^^yi 



^7- 




^^v^- SUPPLEMENTAL CORRELATION SUMMARY 
(See Correlation Summary dated 7/13/61, filed as 100-442706-X, dated 5/3/65 
filed as 100-442706-7 and dated 7/11/67, filed as 100-442706-14) 




Main Pile No: 100-44aro6: 

See also: 9-48337, 9-48911, 9-44386 

Ralph David Abernathy 



Date Searched: 6/13/69 



.'*; — * 



Subject: 

All logical variations of subject's name and aliases were searched 
and identical references were found as: ^ ^^ 





e^ 



Ralph Davio Abernathy 

One Abe3mathy 

^David^bemathy 

R. Abernathy 
^ R. D.^ Abernathy 
- ^-R . PAbemathy 
J Ralprii>Abernathy 
^ Ralph B/^^Abernathy 



ILL INTORWATION CONTAIITBU 
HZREIN IS UiNCLASSlFlED 
EXCEPT WHERE SHOWU 
0TH£RW1S1 - ^ • 




/Ralph C.^Abern^thy--, 
' Ralph D. Al>«rnathy 
Ralph Jj^Abernathy 
Ralph O.y'Abernathy 
Ralph T. ^Abernathy 
Ralph':^Abernethy 
Ralph D.-^Abernethy 



This is a summary of information obtained from a review of 
all "see" references to the subject in Bureau files under the names 
and aliases listed above. All references under the above names 
containing data identical with the subject have been included except 
•any indicated at the end of this summary under the heading REFERENCES 
NOT INCLUDED IN THIS SUMMARY. References indicated in the block as 
SI contain the same information as the foregoing serial although the 
information may have been received from a different source. 

THIS SUMMARY HAS BEEN PREPARED FOR USE AT THE SEAT OP 
GOVERNMENT AND IS NOT SUITABLE FOR DISSEMINATION. IT IS DESIGNED TO 
FURNISH A SYNOPSIS OP THE INFORMATION SET OUT IN EACH REFERENCE. "MS 
IN MANY CASES THE ORIGINAL SERIAL WILL CONTAIN THE INFORMATION IN 
MORE DETAIL. 
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Add. Info T Additional Information appearing In 

this reference which pertains to 
Ralph David Abernathy can be found In 
the main file or elsewhere In this 
summary. This Information may have 
been received from a different source. 

NMC National Mobilization Committee to 

End the War In Vietnam 

PD Police Department 

PPC Poor Peoples Campaign 

RC Resurrection City 

SCLC Southern Christian Leadership 

Conference, Atlanta, Ga. 



bnc. ^^^^^^^_ 

^-lt> 7 UPHI^lHiHHIIv Alabama Department of Public Safety, 

Montgomery^flaT, made available three volumes that contained the 
names, addresses. Identifying data and photographs of various Indi- 
viduals, Including Ralph David Abernathy, who had been arrested or 
active during the demonstrations at Selma ^nd Montgpmery, Alabama 
in 1965. 

Volumes enclosed 
157-7782-165 end. p. 53 
(38^ 

^^^ ^^^^ 

1^1^^ H^P^BHl advised that Ralph Abernathy, Vice Chairman 

of the SCLC and of the Spring Mobilization Committee to End the 

War In Vietnam (SMC) (62-IIII8I), was scheduled to replace James 

Bevel as the principal speaker at a public rally on 4/8/67, Cobo 

Hall, Detroit. This rally was Included In the schedule of events 

for "Vietnam Week-April 8 to 15, 1967", on the Wayne State University 

campus, Detroit, Michigan^ for the purpose of raising funds to help 

subsidize transportation for the people from Detroit, who planned to 

' participate In the mass antl Vietnam rally In NYC, on 4/15/67. 



#jp 



(continued) 
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(continued) 

This reference identified Bevel as a National Sponsor of the 



SMC. 



^ (^^ 



62-111181-405 end. p.l 



SI 105-138315-6317 p. 27, 28 

(8/ (Rally held-Abernathy 
failed to appear.) 

Ralph Abernathy mas one of the dignitaries who attended 
the antl-Vletnam rally In NYC , on 4/15/67, which was sponsored by 
the Spring Mobilization Committee to End the War in Vietnam (62- 
111181). (Source not clear). 

62-111181-818 end. p. 38 
(2/ 

This reference set forth a summary of racial activities 
in the Louisville area as of 5/IO/67 which disclosed that Ralph 
Abernathy had been in Louisfiille, Ky. in connection with the 
passing of an open housing ordinance there. (No details set out.) 

157-6-27-730 end. p. 35 
(10/ 

/./ 
On 8/6/67, in Atlanta, Bureau Agents observed Ralph / ■-■ ■ 
Abernathy address a session of Hiroshima Day-a South Wide Week- 
end to End the War in Vietnam August 5 and 6, I967 (100-447969), 
which was sponsored by the Atlanta Alliance for Peace (Not identified) 

100-447969-1 end. p. 5 

(8^ 

SI 176-63-19 p. 3 

(I7k^ 

SI 105-138315-6836 end. p. 3,4 

(8if 

SI 105-138315-6966 end. p. 3 

SI_^05-138315-7006 end. p.l 
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The following references on Ralph Abernathy, an °^"=J^1^°^^*^" 
SCLC, disclosed that during the approximate Period Itorch, 1967 through 
10/20/67 served as a co-chairman of the NMC (b2-iiiJ.oi;. 

fc 1^^ SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 



REFERENCE 



62-111181-979 p. 9 

-1035 p. 2 end. p. 2 

-2201 p 3 

-A "EveAlng Star", Washington . IO/20/67 

100-432867-6 end. p. 6 
105-138315-6210 p. 90 




The 10/11/67 issue of the "Washington News" published an 
^^. article entltlled "The Oct. 21 March," by Ray Cromley, which per- 
>^V tlined to the IO/2I/67 March on the Pentagon»to protest the Viet- 
^' ntm war 5Sough advertised as an antl-Vletnam war demonstration, 
"^^ ?h: leaderS;?^of the March, Including «alph Aberna.thy of the ci- 



vil ilStrmoSemenrwarcompSsed of men primarily with other axes 
to erlnd The Individuals had scheduled this take over of the 
Pentagon for a ieek-end which was prime time for TV newscasts and 
the big Sunday editions of the newspapers. 

105, 138315- A "Washington News" IO/II/67 

(8/ 

♦Washington, DC 

The following references In the file captioned "Racial 
Matters" set out Information pertaining to an arrest warrant 
issued 10/19/67, by the 10th Circuit Court of Alabama, for the 
il^lt o?^Sllph Abfrnathy and other ministers to ^^^ve a flve-day 
tinfrpnce for contempt of court, upon failure to pay a $50.00 fine 
fSposeSby ?he ?oS oS 4/26/63. "^On 10/30/67 Abernathy and others 
were arrested and served four days of their sentence in the Jef^er- 
soS CoSSly Jail, Binnlngham, being released on 11/3/67. On the date 
of his release from Jail Abernathy addressed a meeting at the Taber- 
nacle cSurchrBlmingham and on 11/4/67 departed for Atlanta. 

REFERENCE SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

157_6-4-2751 end. P.l , ^ 4. 4.^ 

-2784 end. p. 1,2 (Arrest warrant set out J 

-2785 p. 1,2 

-2822 end. p.l 

.,-2828 end. p. 1,2 

. 4.2829 end. p.l 
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The 1/20/68 Issue of "The Evening Star, " Washington, DC, 
published an article datellned Saigon which was entitled "15 Church- 
men Visit Saigon, Ask Bomb Halt." These clerical leaders. Including 
Ralph Abemathy of the SCLC, were spending four days In South VJ^et: - 
nam as a stop on a world tour following the First Interrellglous 
Symposium on Peace at New Delhi. After surveying the Vietnam war ^^^:j/^ 
they urged President Johnson to halt the bombing of North Vietnam 
and de-escalate the ground war in the South. 

105-138315-A "The Evening Star" (Wash- 

, - Ington) 

(8/ 1/20/68 

^nc ^^^^^^^^^^^ 

^1b ^ WKIKKKt/tKK^tm Inspectlonal Bureau, Memphis, Tenn., PD, 

advised tna^on 3/lti/fett Martin Luther King* spoke at a sanitation workers 
strike support rally In memphls. King was accompanied by Ralph Abernathy 
and other SCLC staff members. 



157-^-38-1350 p. 2 



♦President of the SCLC 



(>"1b> 




Inspectlonal, Bureau, Memphis, Tenn. , P.D. , 
advised that on 3/19/^^ Ralph Abernathy, Vice President at Large, 
SCLC, was In Memphis to confer with Negro ministers masterminding 
strike support activity for the sanitation workers strike which was 
going on In Memphis. (No details set out.) i^^r . : > 

157-6-28-^1345 P.l 

The reference set forth a summary of racial activities 
In the Memphis area as of 4/3/68 which disclosed that Ralph Aber- 
nathy, Vice-President and Treasurer, SCLC, and other SCLC leaders 
from Atlanta, were supporting the sanitation workers strike :in 
Memphis. 

157-6-28-1443 end. p. 7 
(28^ 
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le following references In the file captioned "Cominfil 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference" set out information per- 
taining to the civil rights activities of Ralph Abernathy, Vice 
President and Treasurer, of this organization, which was based in 
Atlanta, during the period 8/1/66 through VV68. Abernathy was 
closely associated with the SCLC President, Martin Luther King, Jr. 
and served as his aide and personal advisor. He traveled to various 
cities with King or as his representative in connection with SCLC 
business and he coordinated SCLC conferences, programs and demonstra- 
tions. Abernathy was in Memphis on 4/4/68 at the time King was 
assassinated . 

REFERENCE SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

100-438794-1767 end. p.l 

-1789 p. 3 end. p. 1,2 

-1809 p. 2 

-1813 p.l 

-1818 p. 5 

-1822 end. p.l 

-1828 end. p.l 

-1838 p. 21, 35, 38, 39 

-1871 end. p.l 

-1873 p. 2,8,15,16,19, 26,29. 18 

-1891 end. p. 2 

-1906 end. p.l 

-1913 end. p. 2 

-1919 end. p. 2 

-1955 p.l 

-2002 p. 1,2,3, end. p.l 

-2066 end. p.l 

-2082 end p.l 



-2089 end. p.l 
-2092 end. p. 2 



On 4/8/68 Ralph David Abernathy was interviewed regarding 
the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Memphis^ On 4/4/68 
(44-38861). He stated that he was Vice President at Large and 
Treasurer of the SCLC~and King's closest associate. He was not 
on the Balcony of the Lorraine Motel at the time of the shooting, 
but he arrived immediately following the shot and he accompanied 
King in the ambulance to the hospital. He was unable to suggest 
any suspects or to provide any information which might assist in 
identifying King's killer. (Interview set out.) 

On 4/12/68 during an interview Sith Marrell McCullough, 
Memphis, who was at the Lorraine Motel at the time of the shooting 
and immediately ran to the aid of King, recalled that Abernathy re- 
lieved him of applying pressure with a towel to the wound of King. 



i^tf 



44-38861-2322 p. 46, 48, 49 
(I8i^9*r 
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This reference Is a letter dated 4/10/68 from Sara P. Jones, 
P.O. Box 18576 J Boston, Mass. which offered suggestions on how to de- 
termine the assassin of Dr. Martin Luther King. In this letter she 
asked. "Did Ralph Abemathy stand aside until he was shot?" 

A pencil notation appearing on this reference stated that 
no acknowledgement was necessary. Jones was to be Interviewed. 

StfeO 1*^8861-496 P.3 

The following references In the file captioned "Sanitation 
Workers Strike" set out the activities of Ralph D. Abemathy, Presi- 
dent of the SCLC, during the period 3/I8/68 through 4/16/68, In con- 
nection with his support of the striking city sanitation workers In 
Memphis. He made several speeches which were militant In nature de- 
spite the fact that he repeatedly called for "nonviolence" and he 
held a press conference. The SCLC support of the sanitation workers 
began before the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr., on 4/4/68 
In Memphis. King had been assisted In his duties by Abemathy, then 
Vice President of the SCLC. 

REFERENCE SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 



157-9146-X39 end 


. p.l. 


,2 


-2 end. ] 


P.1,3- 


-7 


-19 end. 


p. 2 




-22 end. 


p. 3 




-23 p.l 






-26 p. 4-7 






-31 end. 


p.l 




-33 end. 


P. 2 




-39 end. 


p. 2 




-43 p.l 






-46 p. 3 






-61 p.l 






-64 p.l 






-67 p.l 






-74 end. 


p. 7, 


10-12 



The following references on Ralph Abemathy appear In the 
main file of Martin Luther King, Jr. These references set out the 
associations^ contacts and activities of the two men In connection 
with their duties as officers of the SCLC, during the period 8/9/66 
through 4/4/68, on which date King was assassinated. These men tra- 
veled together In IbiB US In connection with SCLC business and they con- 
templated a pleasure trip to Europe. They were also good friends 
and Abemathy had served as a personal advisor to King. Abemathy 
was King's successor as President of the SCLC and as of 4/22/68 he 
was attempting to execute the existing SCLC programs that would carry 
out Kings's Ideals. 



S^ET 
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(continued) 

REFERENCE 

100-106670-2828 
-2853 
-2943 
-3091 
-3094 
-3136 
-3141 
-3245 
-3261 
-3278 
-3380 
-3402 



p. 13, 15 
p.l end. p.l 
end. p. 2 
end. p. 3 
end. p. 3 
end. p.l,2,5A 
end. p.l 
X encl. p.l 
end. p. 3-7*9 
p. 1,2 
encl. p.l 
encl. p. 2, 3 



SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 



SE^ET 



This reference set forth a smnmary of racial developments 
that took place on 4/29/68, which disclosed that Ralph Abernathy, 
President of the SCLC, and approximately I50 regional leaders of the 
PPC met with A.G. Ramsey Clark, In Washington, DC^ to demand enforce- 
ment of civil rights statutes. 

157/6.1337 p.l 



This reference set out Information pertaining to general 
racial activities in the Atlanta area as of 5/3/68 which disclosed 
that Ralph D. Abernathy, President, SCLC, was one of the leaders of 
Htxe&e activities. (No details set out) 



K9-48047) 
/68, at NYC, 



157-6-2-2444 encl. p.l9 
(27^ 

jbnt>> 

(protect IdentltyJ made available a letter postmarked 5/3/6 
which was sent to him. The letter was signed "Tuptl" and contained 
obscene language in referring to the PPC which was being conducted 
in Washington, DC. The writer In "protesting the capipalgn alleged 
Dr, Ralph D. Abemathy, President of the SCLC, and a Jesse Evans 
were Negro racists who hate "White America." The letter closed with 
the statement, "Warning, I am going to Washington, DC to kill niggers", 

9-48047-4 encl. p.l 
(2I1K 
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(protect Identity) advised that on 5/5/6 
(105-142803) attended a press conference 
the Negro Masonic Temple, Jackson. 



r 

(nc 
C 



given by Ralph Abemathy, at 



105r 142803-34 end. 



p. 2 



>#T 



On 5/17/68 a Bureau employee furnished a copy of an undated 
circular which had been placed on cars in Charlotte, NC. On the printed 
side of this circular was a stamped notation, "all donations to help 
keep America free from Communist dictatorship will be deeply appreciated. 
Write Confederate Knights, Ku Klux Klan, P.O. Box 12351> Charlotte, NC 
28205." On the front of this circular was printed a message which disclosed 
that Ralph Abemathy had boasted publicly that he would turn this nation 
upside down and shake America as it had never been shakei before. He had 
vowed to bring the white people to their knees. On the reverse side^df 
the circular was a drawing of a "Communist Black Power Monster", which 
included Abemathy. (Circular set out in this reference.) 

157-9633-19 p. 50, 51 
(15/ 

^^ ^ ..^-^ Shoreham Hotel, 

Washington, DC, advised that on 5/22/6b Ralph Abemathy addressed the 
convention of the Business Executlve^love for Vietnam Peace (100- 
448287) at the Shoreham. It wasMJH^ understanding that Abemathy, 
as a result of this address, had oeenable to raise approximately 
$20,000 for the PPC from the businessmen assembled at the convention. . 

The 5/23/68 edition of "The Washington Post and Times Herald" 
carried an article entitled "Businessmen Ask War Spending Cut" which 
pertained to the above convention and the address given by Abemathy. 

100-448287-48 p. 1,2 
(7ir 




This reference identified Levison as being a secret member of 
the CP, USA, in July, I963. 



♦Probably 




tlanta 



157-10197-1 end. p.l 
(37*r 
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This reference In t 
set out the contacts between 
activities during the period 
connection with the PPC. 




, , ^ , f( 100-448154 ) 

rand Ralph D. Abernathy and their 
Jrf^Shlngtpn, DC. In 



lllll^^ together In sevSJ^SSStSStlSS^fSSSSHS^ 

IfclJS. ?^?'^''^5f «I?^P* ^" Amerlcah. Indl?lduais SSf ted Sith the 

bTtSllcS'lSd'iL'riaXt^"^' *'"^ *^« ^^-^--^^^ given the c^S^al^ 

100-448154-45 p. 3-9 
(27/ 

^.- ,. . . ^is reference set forth a summary of racial aetivitiaa i« 

ISlrnaJhv^^I??;. SS ^f!" f^ °J ^/5/68 whlch^lJclStertharRalph'" ''^ 
Abernathy SCLC President and leader of the PPC, spoke on 5/29/68 
at the John Wesley AME Zlon Church, on matters concerning the PPC 
f2Sn?^?S/?' J"^oj?atlon pertaining to complaints? S^P?! participants 
Tfo IW^'l^e^^ ll^W^V''' ^^« '^^' '^^' ^^ was^not^?f§?SL^g 

l|7j^-53-l492 end. p.3,6,79 



This reference In the flle ^^ 

j^^^yj^jj^ctlvitle^f RaTpi^bSfthy aiidi"^ 
^^^^^^HpiBHpHHHIF during the period 3/l{/bti throueh 
m connecti on with the PPc: which was held In Washington Dc!^ 



127538^1^^ 




J°^l|J538-200 p. 23, 25, 26, 29, 32, 33, 40, 44 



i ! 
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partment In obtaining their goals, 
learned that there were Indications 
St. Peterburg to asAlst the strikers. 



of the Sanitation De- 
stated that on 6/16/68 he 
t Ralph Abernathy might visit 
(No details set out). 





r 



bic 



L 



157-6-29-1383 end. p. 2 

(lOiT 

SI i5 7-6- 29- 1385 p. 2 



(157-9364) 
_^__^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ during the 
[n Washlngton^^C^HmUHBHHHHHHHi^V continued his 
association with top SCLC officials, including Ralph Abernathy. 
(No details set out.) 

157-9364-4 p.l 
(15/ 

The Criminal Division, Department of Justi ce . furnished 
a confirmation copy of a telegram dated 6/24/68 from||BHHHHHP 
(63-6197) to Ralp h Abernathy , in Atlanta, which pertained to a pur- 
ported offer madeimiHHr to act as a lobbyist for Abernathy. The 
content of this telegram was disorganized and erratic. 

Copy of telegram enclosed 
63-6197-4 p.l end. p. 1,3,4, 5, 



Correlator's note: 
a chronic card on 
Records Section. 



Serial 1 of this file disclosed that 
is maintained in the Crime 



A representative of the Tampa, Florida PD, advised that Rev. 
A.D. King (62-111145) was to act as a representative of Ralph Abernathy 
In a demonstration in St. Petersburg, Florida, which would consist of 
striking sanitation workers in that city. King arrived in St. Petersburg 
on 6/27/68. (Date of demonstration not «et. put.) 

62-111145-11 end. p. 2 
(2^ 
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The following references in the file captioned "ant i- Violence 
Statements By Negroes of Prominence" set out statements, execrated from 
Washington, DC, and Atlanta, newspapers, which were made by Ralph D. 
Abernathy in support of non-violence in the civil rights movement during 
the period 4/5/58 through 6/28/68. 



REFERENCE 

157-9342-2 end. p. 1-3 
-62 end. p.l 



SE^ET 



SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 




The 7/10/68 Issue of "New Times, " a weekly Journal of world 
affairs, published In the USSR, . carried an article entitled "People In 
the News-Ralph D. Abernathy, " which disclosed that Abernathy was arrested 
In Washington, DC, on 6/25/68 during the destruction of "Resurrection 
City". Background Information set out. 

Publications- Alphabet leal Section 

"New Times" 7/10/68 p. 20 

(29) 






advise^that on 7/21/68 Stanley Levison (not 
identifle^infomedflHjHHIH Ralph D. Abernathy had re- 

quested ||H|||||||||||||||Vni^ obtain an invitation for 

Mrs. Abernathy to an important women's conference to be held in 
NYC. Levison explained that Abernathy c onsidered his wife to be 
the "firs^ady||of civil rights Instead ||BHB|H|^ Levison 
counseled |HII|||y not to allow herself or her staff to become de- 
pendent upontne SCLC because this would give Abernathy the oppor- 
tunity to tell her what to do. 

62-1080-52-35 p.2 
(21>r 




^ advl^e^tha^on 7/28/68 a person identified 

as ^p||p^( believed to be HBjjjHH^^ ^n associate of Stanley Le- 
vison, 100-392452) informed Levison that he had se en an old friend 

of Levison' s whose nMie w&sJBHB||HHPCP USAf 

Among other things ^Bj^inquffe^aDou^The SCLc/ana wanted to know" 
if Levison knew th^3ituatl03^|dpwn there since Martin (Luther King) 
is not around. You know. "MH^ inquired how the session was with 
Ralph D. (Abernathy, possiox^a Research Committee meeting at the 
Americana Hotel, NYC, on Just 25). Levison answered that it was very 
complicated, a difficult situation that has to do with the nature of the 
staff and the nature of the mistakes that were made. In answer to a 
question about a chance of correcting these mistakes, Levison stated 
that this was what was complicated because there was a difficult situation 



s%i 



(cort Inued) 
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with the staff and you have a certain demoralization and lack of 
capacity In "him" (Abemathy). He added that "they" (the SCLC) 
never have had more money than they have and less ability to use It, 

100-392452-313 p. 4 
(22/ 



The following references in the file captioned "Demonstra- 
tions at the National Republican Convention, Miami, Plorida , August 
5-10, 1968," set out the activities of Ralph Abernathy, President, 
of the SCLC, in connection with these demonstrations during the period 
7/31/68 through 8/7/68 in Miami. He was scheduled to appear before 
the Convention Platform Committee *s Sub-Committee on Human Rights to 
present the issue of the poor people and he was scheduled to speak 
at a Black Mass Rally. He led a group of SCLC members and PPC par- 
ticipants to the Pountainbleau Hotel where they milled around the 
hotel lobby and where Abernathy reiterated information he had previously 
furnished during a press conference to the effect that the SCLC mule 
train would come to the hotel and they would proceed from there to the 
Miami Beach Convention Hall. 



REFERENCE 

157-9760-30 end. p.l 

-43 P.l 

-46 end. p. 2 

-48 p. 2 

-70 end. p. 1,2 

-1©6 p.l 

-125 p. 5 

-204 end. p.l 

-214 end. p. 1,2 

-219 end. p. 2 



SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 




The following refjerences in the file captioned "Racial Matters" 
set out the. activities and contacts of Ralph Abernathy, President of 
the SCLC, in connection with his appearance on 7/31/68 in St. Petersburg, 
Pla., where he addressed a rally in support of striking sanitation workers 
there. On 8/7/68 Abernathy was interviewed by the press at the Republican 
National Convention in Miami Beach, Pla., at which time he stated that he 
would return to St. Petersburg the following week. 



REFERENCE 

157-6-64-1906 end. p. 13-15, 17, 18 
-1917 end. p. 1-3 
^-1918 end. p. 1-5 
end. p. 2 




SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 
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advised that on 8/17/68 Ralph Abernathy attended 

a National Basketball Association All Star Game In Philadelphia, Pa. 

This was a benefit game sponsored by the Philadelphia Chapter of the 
SCLC. 

157-^37-3192 end. p.l 

On 8/l7/68|^m|H|pand a Memphis PD Undercover Agent Memphis, 
Tennessee (protect Identity) advised that the Invaders completely dis- 
rupted the final day of the SCLC Annual Convention which was held In 
Memphis by threatening to stop the convention unless the SCLC paid them 
$300,000 which the Invaders claimed the late Martin Luther King, Jr., 
had promised them. SCLC Vice President, Andrew Young, bought them off 
by giving them a check for $500.00 drawn on the SCLC account. (Date of 
convention not set out.) 

imiHpstated that at the concluding session of the Con- 
vention the SCLC President, Ralph Abernathy, said "The Invaders can 
be sure that every promise made to them by Martin Luther King and 
^ the SCLC will be carried out by Ralph David Abernathy. If we go 

up together we're certainly going to go down together." (No date set out.) 

bni>> , _, 

Information similar to that sel 




furnished 



This reference Identified the Invaders, consisting mostly 
of high school dropouts, as a cell of the Black Organizing Project, 
Memphis (BOP)» BOP's purpose was to stimulate In the yo\ing Negroes 
a sense of black Identity, black pride and black consciousness. 

157-8i»15-28-7 p. 24, 34 
(ll<43>r 

The following references in the file captioned "Demonstrations 
at the National Democratic Convention, August, I968, " set out the actlvl- 
tles of Ralph Abernathy, President, of the SCLC In connection with these 
demonstrations during the period 8/23/68 through 8/28/68 In Chicago. d7// 
He was leader of the "Poor Peoples March" which was sponsored by the'"^^ "^ 
SCLC. He did not want disturbances or violence and advised his staff 
to stay away from the hippies and yipples In Lincoln Park. .The SCLC 
demonstrators were to be recruited from Chicago Negroes. He addressed a 
group at Grant Park. Abernathy was listed as working with the NMC; 
however, his group was not to participate In NMC demonstrations. 




(continued) 
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(continued) 

Abernathy reportedly made a press release In NYC, during 
early June, I968 that If the SCLC demands were not met In the 
Washington, DC, PPC, the SCLC would demonstrate at the Democratic 
Contention. It was determined that this release was made by Jeunes 
Orange, an SCLC official from Philadelphia and Indirectly attri- 
buted to Abernathy. 

On the night racial disturbances In Miami, Florida, occured 
during the Republican Convention, Abernathy appeared on television In 
ksi effofi-tb calm the Negroes. (No date det out.) 



SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 




REFERENCE 

157-8589-157 end. p.l 
-249 end. p. 23 
-262 end. p.l 
-526 end. p. 3 
-708 end. p. 2 
-903 end. p.l 
-1176 p. 4 
-1480 p.l 
-1608 end. p.l 
-1684 end. p. 6 

r^l^HHHHF( 157-824^) furnished Information regarding his 
activities fron^/21/6a through 8/31/68 (dates of the Democratic National 
Convent Ion ).BpH|y stated that on 8/28/68 he participated In the "Poor 
PeopleiS March" which took place In downtown Chicago, and terminated In 
the vicinity of the Hilton Hotel. At this point a rally was held with 
\^Q^ Ralph Abernathy and comedian Dick Gregory both speaking. 

157-^249-5 end. p. 5 

■|^B|p* advlsedthat durln^h^Democratlc National Conventlor^? 
8/29/08 In Chicago, she attended a rally held by the "Student Mobili- 
zation Committee" (not Identified) In Grant Park. During this rally she 
heard speeches made by Ralph Abernathy, Rennard Davis (I76-51) and others. 



176-51-99 p. 22 
(17^ 



♦Probably Chicago. 
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The following references In the file captioned "Demonstra- 
tion at Balbo Street and Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 8/28/68", 
which was held In protest of candidates, and the plat form of the De- 
mocratic Convention disclosed that Ralph Abernathy, head of the SCLC, 
participated In this demonstration. He accompanied the mule drawn 
wagons of the "Poor Peoples' March" which were allowed to pass through 
the police line, thatrw&s:. bfitgeen the Hilton Hotel and the demonstra- 
tors. Abernathy, after passing through the police line was returning 
to speak with the demonstrators when suddenly the crowd surged toward 
the piblice, who met them with swift aggressive action. During the 
morning of 8/29/68 in front of the Hilton, Abernathy spoke to several 
demonstrators, and during his speech someone asked what about Daly,* 
and Abernathy stated "sock It to him baby, " which made the crowd go 
wild . 



REFERENCE 

44-40353-162 p, 558, 708, 709, 7l8, 768, 772, 788, 817 
864,865,925,1147,1148. 
-243 p. 268, 269, 275, 276, 347, 
-331 p. 10 

♦Mayor Daly of Chicago 



SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 



(2/ 



f^ 



The 9/11/68 issue of "The Evening Star", Washington DC, 
published an article entitled "Abernathy, Trash Men to March De- 
spite Court, " which quoted David Abernathy as saying that he would 
-iead Atlanta's striking garbage men in demonstrations despite a 
court injunction ordering the men back to work, 

157-6-2-A "Evening Star" 
(47»y 9/11/68 



The 10/15/68 issue of "The Washington Post and Times 
Herald published an article entitled "Black Coalition Sets 
Support Terms" by Robert C. Masmard, which pertained to a 
meeting of the National Committee of Inquiry (100-450753), 
a black political group. This meeting was held in Gary, Ind.. 
October 12-14,1968, for the purpose of advising the Negro voter 
how to vote in the forthcoming Presidential election.* Ralph 
David Abernathy, a member of this committee, was in attendance at 
this meeting. 

100-450753- A "Washington Post and 

(40^ Times Herald" IO/15/68 

SI 100-450753- A "The Monitor" 10/^/68 

(47*)^ 



ni/5/58 



fi.**!"*?^ 
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^___^ furnished 

Inrormation concerning events he observed during his coverage of the 
gemocratlc National Convention In the vicinity of the Hilton Hotel. On 
8/28/68 limedlately following the time that the Poor Peoples March, led 
by Ralph Abemathy, had passed th rough th e police line, maintained between 
the demonstrators and the Hilton, ^■■f heard the words "Charr 
This was shouted through the bull^ 

The 11/13/68 issue of the "Curler- Post", Camden, N.J., carried 
an article entitled "Benny Ortiz Back In Class", by Stephen Allen, which 
disclosed .:fehat Ortiz had been coprdl,r^tor with ,the PPC In Washington, DC,_*^-c.. 
during which time he became a good friend of Abernitthy." ' ""' "" 

157-;il34l-7 p. 8, 10 



iprotect identity), advised that the Black United Student, 

cent State Unlversit^l57-11999) were responsible for demonstrations 
on the KSU campus. BHV stated that on 11/15/68 a rumor was circulated 
that possibly Ralph Abemathy would visit the campus the coming weekend, 
(No details set out.) 

157-11999-6 end. p. 2 

SI 157-11999-1 P.l 

im 

Ralph David Abemathy] 

No details set out.) 

157-6-8-2722 end. p. 3 





.?.- The following references In the file cap|jloned "Desegregation: 
of Public Schools Hyde Cotmty, North Carolina " set out Information per- 
taining to the activities of Ralph Abemathy, President, of the SCLC, In 
connection with his Interest In having the SCLC participate In the Hyde 
County School situation. Abemathy' s Interest In this situation was 
largely due to the fact that the SCLC was not, during this period, engaged 
in any other activity. On 11/26/68 he spoke at a meeting In Swan Quarter, 
N.C., and claimed that the full resources of the SCLC were behind Hyde 
County activities. He called for total Integration, both schools and fa- 
culty, and stated that he would call, for one himdred per cent walk out of 
Negro teachers. Abemathy rambled In his speech and took pills from two 
different bottles before his speech and then during his speech he claimed e 
previous virus and stated the medication made him dopey. This information 
covered the period 11/15/68 through 12/11/68. 



S^ET 



(continued) 
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(continued) 
REFERENCE 

173-5889-89 p. 2 

-98 end. p. 1-3 
-116 end. p. 2, 5 
-131 end. p.l 
-136 end, p.l 






SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 





100-445781-19 p. 5 
(7/ 

An article appearing In the 1/4/69 Issue of "The Washington 
Post reported that Ralph Abemathy was one of the speakers Invited 
to address a "conference on the movement" to be held January 18-19,1969 at 
Washington City College, Washington, DC. This conference was to Include 
workshop? dealing with anti-war and ratilcal programs and was sponsored 
by the NMC. The NMC and other anti-war groups were attempting to obtain 
a permit for Demonstrations During Presidential Inauguration Ceremonies, 
Washington, DC Janyary 19-20, 1969 (100-451694). 

100-451694-188 end. p. 2 
(7iK 




100-451694-42 end. p. 5 



♦Antl Vietnam Group 
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The following references in the file captioned "Communist 
Influence In Racial Matters'^disclosed information pertaining to CP 
penetration amd Influence in racial organizations. During the period 
10/30/66 through 1/27/69 Ralph D. Abernathy, who had served as Vice- 
President, Treasurer, and President of the SCLC, waslin contact with 
SCLC business. Levison acted as an advisor and consultant to the 
leadership of the SCLC, and Wachtel was Executive Director of the 
American Foundation on Nonviolence, a "tax arm" of the SCLC. Appro- 
ximately November, I968 Jack O'Dell, Associate Manager, "Preedomways" 
which was set up by the CP, was appointed as an aide to Abernathy. 
Allegedly the CP was not satisfied with the leadership of Abernathy 
and because of this financial contributions to the SCLC had- been small. 
Abernathy attended an SCLC Conference at Warrenton, Va_. from September 
12-17,1967, which was also attended by Levison and Wachtel. 

REFERENCE SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

100-442529-2114 p. 4, 9 
-2116 p. 46 
-2118 end. p.l 
-2183 p. 2 end. p.l 
-2239 end. p. 4 
-2242 end. p.l 
-2243 p. 40 
-2351 p. 3 
-2354 p. 5 
-2370 end. p. 2 
-2506 p.l 
-2508 end. p.l 
-2672 end. p.l 
-2758 p. 18 
-2774 p. 1,4,6, 7,9-11 

h^t 

^b ^ IPIPBIHHIBIHHHHIHV Sylvester, Georgia, PD, advised 
that on 2/22/59 Ralph David Abernathy, President, of the SCLC, Atlanta, 
and other ranking officials of the SCLC, led a parade and demonstration 
In Sylvester, This affair cllmazed a series of racial demonstrations 
that had been going on in Sylvester, for a period of two months. 

44-41792-3 end. p.l 
(39iK 

The following references in the file captioned "Boycott 
by Negro Students, J.W. Holly High School Sylvester, Worth County, 
Georgia", set out Information pertaining to the activities of Ralph 
D. Abernathy, President, of the SCLC, in connection with a protest 
march held 2/22/69 in Sylvester. Abernathy was one of thfe. leaders 
. of this march and spoke to the crowd gathered at the Worth County 
Courthouse. This march which protested the arrest of a l4-year 
old girl, who had been committed to a Juvenile detention home, was 
sponsored by civil rights, labor, religious, and student organizations 

(continued) 
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(continued) 

Including the SCLC. 
2/22/69. 

REFERENCE 




This Information covered the period 2/20/69 through 



SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 




157-11845-119 end. p.l 
- •— -V • "137'8fl«>l-.*^p.4"" 
-152 end. p. 5,6 

Sfc;> ^ 4/2/69 I 

**' (^protect identity) furnished a copy oi" an undated leaflet entitled 
Heah Come De Reverend..." which was distributed by the National 
Socialist Wilte Peoples Party (105-70374), 2507 North Pranklln Road, 
Arlington, Va. This was "hate literature" which related to Ralph 
David Abernathy and described him as the "Sleazy Proprietor of Last 
Year's II ifamed Insurrection City' ". 

Leaflet enclosed 

105-70374-55^ end. p. 3, 4 
(4l»)^ 

SI 105-70374-5580 end. p.l 

(^1«K 



blC 



PD 

Memphis, advised that they were conceroedove^th^posslbilltles 
of massive demonstrations on 4/4/69, commemorating the death of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

» .^, ^ In this regard it was noted that Ralph Abernathy, had stated 
In Atlanta, that the SCLC did not plan to lead any massive demonstra- 
tions on 4/4/59, However, he suggested that local people connected 
with the SCLC should remember this day with some type of commemorative 
activity. (No date set out.) 

157-6-28-1552 p.3 
(10^ 



The following references In the file captioned "Commemoration 
of the Death of Martin Luther King" set out Information pertaining to 
the activities of Ralph Abernathy, . President, of the SCLC, in connection 
with the proposea program of the SCLC to engage the nation in commemoration 
and re-commitment of the Ideals of the late Martin Luthe King, Jr., 
former SCLC President. It was reported that Abernathy would visit 
Pittsburgh, Pa., Raleigh, NC and Selma, Ala. This information covered 
the period 3/II/69 through 4/5/69. 

(continued) 
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(continued) 

REFERENCE 



S#ET 



SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 



157-12709-13 end. p.l n^ 

-15 end. p.2,3,7,9, (details pertaining (16/43/ 

-22 p.l to SCLC program) (16/ 

-27 p. 2 I7J 

-37 end. p.l (17/37')^ 

-337 p.l 17*; 

-466 end. p. 1,3 (37»'' 

-489 end. p.l (43i; 



On 4/3/69 Hm^mUm^ Community Relations and Internal 
Security Bureau, Montgomery PD, Montgomery, Alabama, advised that Ralph 
David Abernathy, during a conference with President Levi Watklns, Alabama 
State College, Montgomery, pertaining to student demonstrations at the 
school, requested amnesty for the students who were protesting. Abernathy 
also requested that soni^o^the buildings on campus be renamed for some 
of the Negro leaders. ■HJHp stated that he had received the Impression 
that these requests weremade more for a show for the benefit of fellow 
SCLC representatives who were with Abernathy at the time of the conference. 
(Date of conference not set out.) 

62-l>2228-6l-ll p.l 

This reference set out the activities of Ralph D. Abernathy, 
President, of the SCLC, in connection with the Peace Mobilization. 
April 4-6,1969 (62-112785), in Atlanta, which was held in commemoration 
of the death of Martin Luther King, Jr., former President, of the SCLC. 
On 4/6/69 Abernathy led a march, made two speeches and led a Rrayer, all 
of which were in favor Of continuing the work of King in relation to the 
end of the Vietnam War, and the elimination of racism and poverty in 
American Society. 

62-112785-58 end. p. 2, 5-7 

(21d^ 

SI 62-112785-44 end. p. 2 

(3/ 
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b1^^, 




advised that on 4/25/69 Ralph D. Abemathy and 

others were arrested In Charleston, SC, while demonstrating on be- 
half of Negro hospital workers who were attempting to organize a 
union at the Jfedical College Hospital and Medical College of South 
Carolina. Following the arrest of Abemathy, the Immediate reaction 
of the SCIX; was that the arrestees would not accept bail. 

62-112228-2-21 end. p.l 



r 



On 4/26/69 Andrew Young and Jesse Jackson, of the SCLC, 
Atlanta, together with George Payton, Charleston, SC, Attorney, 
met with Ralph D. Abemathy at the Charleston County Jail. 
(No details set out, source not identified.) 

62-112228-66-14 p.l 
(21/ 

On 5/6/69 Ralph D. Abemathy held a press conference in 
Charleston, SC, during which he referred to SCLC activity*^ scheduled 
to take place in Charleston on 5/II/69. (Source not set out.) 




157-^-2-2704 end. 
(28^ 



P. 2 



♦Pertaining to the strike of hospital workers. 



This reference in the file Student Agitation- General (62-112228) 
disclosed that Agitation continued at Montgomery, Alabama, to demand that 
the President of Alabama State College be fired. A March, to be led by 
Ralph D. Abernathy, was scheduled for 5/9/69 from the college to the 
State Capitol. A Faculty Committee had beefi formed at the College to ask 
for the resignation of its President. (No details set out, source not in- 
dicated) 

62-112228-273 p. 2 

(2ir 



S^O 
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The following references In the file captioned "Racial Matters" 
set out the activities and contacts of Ralph Abernathy, President of the 
SCLC, In Charleston, Se, during the period 4/21/69 through 5/21/69 In 
connection with the strike of non-professional hospital workers In this 
area. In connection with the SCEC support of the efforts to organize a 
union for these employees Abernathy became active In this civil diso- 
bedience campaign. He made speeches and led demonstrations. He was 
arrested on 4/26/69 In violation of a court order which pertained to 
picketing and remained In custody until 5/2/69. / 



REFERENCE 

157-6-66-543 end. p. 10^ 11 

-560 end. p. 4, 6 

-578 p. 1,2 

-603 end. p. 1-8 

-611 end. p. 2-5 

-6l4 p.l 

-646 end. p. 3, 5,6 

-650 end. p. 2 

-651 p.l 

-655 end. p.l 



SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 




The following references In the file captioned "Southern 
Chrlstiein Leadership Conference" set out Information pertaining to 
the civil rights activities of Ralph Abernathy, President, of the 
SCLC, which was based In Atlanta, during the period 4/5/68 through 
5/21/69. Abernathy was Martin Luther King's successor as President 
of this group and endeavored to execute an SCLC program that would 
carry out King's Ideals. Because of a lack of confidence In his 
abilities and fear that he would be Ignored by the press, Abernathy 
Jeopardized the administration of the SCLC in feVor of his public 
Image. Stanley Levlson, secret CP member in 19if3 and an SCLC ad- 
visor, castigated Abernathy for this and counseled him on how to 
run the organization. He participated in SCLC sponsored affairs that 
were held in various cities. Including the PPC in Washington, DC, the 
Democratic National Convention in Chicago and the Republican National 
Convention, Miami. In addition to his duties with the SCLC, Abernathy 
also served as pastor of the West Hvmter St., Baptist Church, Atlanta. 



REFERENCE 

100-438794-2106 p. 1,2 

-2110 p.l end. p. 1,2 
-2118 p.l 
-2121 end. p.l 
-&i5^ p.l end. p. 1,2 
-2136 end. p.l 




SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

\23i( 
!23/ 
(23/ 

( continued ) 
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(continued) 
BEPERENCE 

100-438794-2137- p. 1,2 

-2139 end. p. 1-3 
-2145 end. p. 3 
-2146 end. p.l 
-2150 end. p.l 
-2152 end. p. 2-5 
-2155 end. p. 1-5 
-2161 end. p. 2-5 
-2162 end. p.l 
-2168 p.l end. p.l 
-2179 end. p. 1,2 
-2185 end. p. 1-5 
-2187 p. 1,2 
-2201 end. p.l 
-2223 end. p.l 
-2239,p.2,5 
-2242 end. p. 1-6 
£ : -2263 p. 1,2, 3 

^: i -2279 p.l 

— ^ -2281 end. p. 1,2 

-2283 end. p.l 

-2287 p. 2 
«^ -2296 end. 1,3 

"^ J - -2326 end. p. 1,3, 4 
S- -2327 encl. pi, 2, 5, 6,8,9, 12,13,25,33, 

37-39, 41, 42, 55, 58, 70, 71, ( Eleventh Annual 

Convention of the SCLC, Aug. 14-17,1968) 

-2328 encl. p. 1,2 

-2333 p.l 

-2335 p.2, 14-19, 21, 24, 25 

-2340 end. p. 1-4, 10 

-2345 p. 1,2, 6, 9-13, 15-21, 23-26 

-2359 end. p.l 

-2364 end. p.2 

-2373 end. p.l 

-2380 p.l end. p.l 

-2400 p.l encl. p.l 

-2401 p.l 

-2416 end. p. 1-3 

-2417 p.2 encl. p. 1-5 

-2429 p.l 

-2432 p.l 

-2534 p.l 




SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 



1 



::-:-i 
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(continued) 

REFERENCE 

100-43879^-2439 end. 1,2 
-2440 p.l 

-2461 p.l end. p.l 
-2468 end. p. 2 
-2477 end. p. 2-4 
-2498 p.l 

-2513 end. p. 1-4, 8, 13 
-2521 p. 1 end. p. 2 
-2524 end p. 1,2 
-2530 end p.l 
-2532 end. p. 2 
-2559 end p.l 
-2568 end. p. 1,2 
-2576 p. 1,2 
-2583 end. p. 1,2 
-2586 p. 1 end. p.l 
-2627 end. p. 1,2, 4-6 
-2629 p.l end. p.l 
-2635 end. p.l 
-2645 end. p. 1-3 
-2654 end. p.l 
-2688 p.l 
Sub- A "The Worker" 4/16/68 

v/ashlngton Capital News Service 
8/15/68 

Washington Capital News Service 
8/16/68 

"The Evening Star" 8/I6/68 
"Washington Post and Times Herald" 
8/17/68 
Washington Capital News Service 
11/21/68 
••Washington Dally News" 3/6/69 



seOrei 

SEARCH SLIP PAGE NU^IBER 



25J 



(40^ 

& 

(40/ 
(40.^ 




157-6-2-2708 p. 3 

or 



m 
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The following references In the file captioned "Racial 
Matters" set out affairs pertaining to the civil rights movement 
In which Ralph Abernathy, an official of the SCLC, participated 
or planned to participate: 




DATE 



3/15/67 



LOCALITY 



Louisville, Ky. 



3/29/67 



3/29/67 



3/30/67 



5/11/67 



9/21/67 Montgomery, Ala. 



TYPE OP 
APPAIR 



REPERENCE 



SEARCH SLIP 
PAGE NUMBER 



157-6-27-582 
end. p. 8 



Would possi- 
bly speak at 
a meeting of 
supporters for 
an open housing 
ordinance. 

Spoke at rally 157-6-870 end. p. 3 
of the suppor- 
ters of an open 
housing ordinance. 



Spoke at a 


157-6-27-601 


rally of sup- 


end. p. 7 


porters fcr 




an open hou- 




sing ordinance 


!. 


..„. 


-608 




end. p. 1,2 




-613 




end. p. 5 


In charge of 


-604 


contributions 


end. p. 9 



at a meeting 
of sjipporters 
for an opening 
housing ordinance. 

Led demonstration -707 
and spoke at end. p. 2, 3 
meeting of open 
housing suppor- 
ters. 

Spoke at an 
open meeting 
regarding the 
racial situa- 
tion in Mont- 
gomery. 



157-6-61-1535 
end. p.l 



(9/ 



(8/ 
(9/ 

(10/ 
(10/ 

(9/ 



(10/ 



(11/ 



-26- 




( continued) 
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(continued) 

DATE LOCALITY 



VV68 



Memphis, Tenn. 



4/5/68 



4/8/68 



4/8/68 



5/24-26/68 Philadelphia, Pa. 




TYPE OP 

AFFAIR 



REFERENCE 



SEARCH SLIF 

PAGE NUMBEF 



Conference 157-6-54-2796 

with Memphis end. p. 5^6 

SCLC leaders 

over co\u?se 

of action as 

to violence or 

non-violence 

ffemphls.. 



Led a march 
In sympathy 
to the death 
of Martin 
Luther King, 



Planned to 
lead a 
march of 
striking 
sanitation 
workers, 
(background 
Information 
set out. ) 

participate 
In a parade 
and 8p6ke 
at City Hall 
Plaza In 
Memory of 
Matt In Luther 
King, Jr. 



Jr. 

157-6-2-2428 
p. 5,6 



157-6-28-1472 
end, p. 2, 3 



-1439 
p. 1/2 



Scheduled to 157-6-37-2985 
be the prln- end, p.l 
clpal speaker 
at a confer- 
ence en "Ra- 
cism In Edu- 
cation". 



(ll/ 



(9/27/ 



(28/ 



(10/28^ 
(10/ 



-S7- 
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(continued) 
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(continued) 

DATE LOCALITY 

7/26/68 Peoria, 111. 



8/7/68 



Miami, Pla. 



8/13/68 Jacksonville, Pla< 



9/10/68 Atlanta, Ga. 



TYPE OP 
APPAIR 

Spoke be- 
fore the 
North Cen- 
tral Con- 
ference of 
United Me- 
thodists. 

Scheduled to 
speak at a 
"Black Mass 
Rally". 

Rumored that 
Abernathy 
planned to 
participate 
In a memo- 
rial parade 
and service 
for Thomas 
Pellxv Negro. 




REPERENCE 



157-6-52-1631 



157-6-29-1487 
end. p. 2 



157-6-61-2069 
end. p. 1,2 



SEARCH SLIP 
PAGE NUMBER 



(4l/ 



(10/ 



(11/ 



-2067 p-1 



Meeting and 157-6-2-2509 
demonstration end. p. 2-4 
In support of 
striking sani- 
tation workers, 
(arrested). 



(11/ 
(28/ 



Demonstration 



-2511 end. p. 2 

-2490 p.l 

-A "Washington 



Post and Times Herald" 
9/11/68 

-A *Washlngton 
Capital News Service 
9/11/68 



(4li^ 



%i^ 



(continued) 
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( continued ) 

DATE LOCALITY 

3/11/69 Washington, DC 



3/19/69 Mobile, Ala. 



" 4/8/69 



5/6/69 



Birmingham, Ala . 



Mobile, Ala. 



5/13/69 Zebulon, Ga. 



5/29/69 Charleston, SC 



•Add. Info. 



%i^^ 



TYPE OP REFERENCE 


SEARCH SLII 


AFFAIR 


FAOE NUNBEI 


Reportedly 157-6-1928 


i27if 


would par- p. 1,2 




tlelpate In 




a march. 




planned to 157-6-61-1694 


(11/ 


lead a pro- end. p. 2 




test march 




during the 




Junior Miss 




Pageant for 




the purpose 




of having a 




black man 




placed on the 




administrative 




staff of the 




Municipal Auditorium. 




Opened second 157-6-4-3028 


(4Lr 


Chapter of the p. 1,4 




PPC, to be fo- 




cused- In Ala. 




-3025 p.l 


(28/ 


If needed 157-6-61-1732 


(llK 


would par- end. p. 2, 7 




tlelpate In 




demonstrations 




at the Junior 




Miss Pageant, . 




which had been 




documented as 




a racist affair 




by civil rights 




groups. 





Planned to speak 157-6-2-2710 
at a demonstra- end. p. 2, 7 
tlon which was 
a protest re- 
garding sbhool 
matters. 



Spoke (no 
details set 
out. ) 



157-6-1969 p. 1,4 
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n^*>A I ^ P^ti'olman with the Chicago PD, working as an Undercover 
Officer (protect identity), furnished Information regarding Disturbances 
Q/,J^^^^^^^^ ^^^^ *^® Democratic National Convention (176-1410). On 
O/Voo during a meeting of the NMC, In Highland Park, 111., where plans 
were being made for their demonstrations during the convention. It was 
announced by Dave Delllnger, also a subject In this file, that Ralph 
Abemathy was working with the NMC. However, the blacks <!ld not plan 
to participate In NMC demonstrations In Chicago. 

176-1410-396 p. 16 
(17/ 

The following references in the file captioned "Washington 
Spring Project' aka "The Poor People's Campaign" set out Ijiformatlon 
pertaining to the contacts and activities of Ralph Abemathy, an 
official of the SCLC, in connection with this project which was 
sponsored by the SCLC, in Washington, DC. The campaign was the ori- 
ginal idea of the late Martin Luther King, Jr., deceased president 
of the SCLC, with Abemathy acting as his aide. King desired to 
pressure Congress Into passing legislation favorable to the Negro and 
other minority groups. Abemathy visited several cities where he soli- 
cited the cooperation of the clergy, support from civil rights groups 
and recruited demonstrators. He also visited southern commiinities In 
order to generate Interest in this project. He was assigned, by King, -^ 
as area supervisor in charge of recruitment of demonstrat6rs in Balti- /*& 
h^w^o^!!?^^*^ f"^ Washington, DC. Following the death of King on /^.^'Qe^ 
4/4/68 Abemathy became president of the SCLC and continued with the -^-' ■■ 
plans of this campaign as a memorial to King. On 4/29/68 Abemathy 
initiated the PPC and for several days he and other PPC representatives 
presented their demands to Congress and other Government agencies. 
During the eampglgn he led militant unruly demonstrations, made speeches 
that contained InTlamatory statements, held news conference and attended 
a Senate Committee Hearing on himger. On 6/24/68 when the PPC ended 
Abemathy and others were arrested during a demonstration. Abemathy 
was sentenced to 20 days in the DC Jail during which period he went 
on a hunger strike. He did not remain in Washington during the com- 
plete campaign. He traveled to various US cities to launch the contin- 
gent caravans of participants that were to travel to Washington and 
attended SCIXJ fund raising rallies. The campaign participants resided 
in a temporary community known as RC which offered p^or living condi- 
tions. Some residents were disgusted with Aberriathy because he did 
not reside at RC. Following the close of the PPC Abemathy and other 
SCLC leaders remained in Washington for a time to determine if the PPC 
should be continued here. It was decided that the problems of the 
poor people be presented to the national convention of both the De- 
mocratic and Republican parties. Abemathy led the second phase of 
^^^JJP which was held in Washington during the period 5/I2/69 through 
5/16/69, at which time discussions were held with Senators, Congressmen, 
Cabinet members and other prominent individuals. A lack of planning 
and leadership was evident In this activity as in previous affairs arraneed 
by Abemathy. This information covered the narlQd 2/2/68 through 8/17/69 
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REFERENCES NOT INCLUDED IN THIS SUMMARY 



The following references on Ralph Abernathy located In files 
maintained In the Special Pile Room of the Records Branch, Piles and 
Communications Division, were not reviewed, and It Is not known 
whether th^ are Identical with the subject of this summary: 
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maintained In the Domestic Intelligence Division was not reviewed, and 
it is not known whether it is identical with the subject of this summary: 
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See the search slip filed behind file for ot^her references 
on this subject which contain the same information (SUthat is set 
out in the main file. Although the information is the same it may have 
been received from different sources. 
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JAN 1119^ 
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Mr. Mohr. 






TO DIRECTOR 
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FROM SPRINGFIELD (157-987) (2P> 




Mr. Bishop. 
Mr.Breniia|fCQi| 
Mr. CaUahi 
Mr. Casper- 
Mr. Conrad 

Mr. Fdt™ 
Mr. Gale— 
Mr. Rosen- 
Mr. Tavel- 
Mr. Walters 
Mr. Soyars- 
Tele. Rooni„ 
Miss Holmes. 
Miss Gandy- 



SPEECH OF REVEREND RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY, ONE NINETEEN NEXT, 
EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY (EIU) , CHARLESTON, ILLINOIS, RM, 




INTERESTED ttfl0BEINQ ADVISJED, 
blC ADMIN ISTRATIVEf 
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SI 157-987 





SPRINGFIELD WILL COVER ABERNATHY'S APPEARANCE THROUGH 
ESTABLISHED SOURCES AHD THEREAFTER SUBMIT LHM, UACB, OR OFFICE 
OF ORIGIN, NO RECORDING WILL BE HADE. P. 
END 
ELR 
"FBI WASH DC 
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Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Walters 

Mr. Soyars ^_ 
Tele. RooolIIIIH 

Miss Holmes 

Miss Gandy 
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SPEECH OF REVEREMD RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY, JANUARY NINETEEN, ^ 
SEVENTYONE, EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY (EIU), CHARLESTON, 
^Ja^ClLLINOIS. RW. 
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NO LHH BEING SUBMITTED. 
END 
DCW 
FBI WASH DC CLR 
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(Priority) 
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TOr^l DIRECTOR, FBI \ r. l-'/' . 

PROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (157-98?) (RUC) 

SPEECH OF REVEREND RALPH DAVI^ABERN ATHY, 

LEADER OF' !l?Hii! SOUTHKR ITgHRTSrrJ^LErAPEKSHIP 
, flrONFERENCE (SGLC) 
^<|A|35Bli_Ii.LIN0IS yNIVERSITY (EIU) 

I » if LEST.ON,* . iiuLIliOIS . 

JA^nARY 19, 1971 

^•; • BN 
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ReSItel to Bureau and Atlanta 1 -11-71-. 



Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and seven 
es of an LKJ-! suitable for dissemination. Also enclosed 
two copies of FD-376. 

Enclosed for Atlanta are two copies of this LHM. 

The enclosed LHM is being classified " GONPIISNTIAL" 
protect source of continuing value whose unauthorized dis- 
sure ivould be harmful to the national defense interests. - 



UK. 




(y - 'Bureau ^Eno __ 

^ (1: Package (RJ-I) pcfvV 

3 - Atlanta ( Enc . 2) (R14)^* 
(1: Package (RM)) 



- Springfield- (1: 157-987) 
!C> • • (1;^ 76-^8) ^1. 





o. \:i6 FEB 12 1971 
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CONFipTlAi 

ITATES DEpAtMENT OF J 



UNITED STATES DEP 



ENT OF JUSTICE 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 

February 5, 1971 



In Bepty, Please Refer to 
FUe No, 

Director 

United States Secret Service 

Department of the Treasury 

Washington, D. C. 20220 

Dear Sir: 

The information furnished herewith concerns an individual who is believed to be 
covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning Presidential-pro- 
tection, and to fall within the category or categories checked. 

1. □ Has attempted or threatened bodily harm to any government official or employee, 

including foreign government officials residing in or planning an imminent visit to the 
U, Sm because of his official status. 

2. □ Has attempted or threatened to redress a grievance against any public official by other 

than legal means. 

3. □ Because of background is potentially dangerous; or has been identified as member or 

participant in communist movement; or has been under active investigation as member 
of other group or organization inimical to U. S. 

4. □ U. S. citizens or residents who defect from the U. S. to countries in the Soviet or 

Chinese Communist blocs and return. 

5. [X] Subversives, ultrarightists, racists and fascists who meet one or more of the following 

criteria: 

(a) □ Evidence of emotional instability (including unstable residence and 

employment record) or irrational or suicidal behavior: 

(b) □ Expressions of strong or violent anti-U. S. sentiment; 

(c) g] Prior acts (including arrests or convictions) or conduct or statements 

indicating a propensity for violence and antipathy toward good order 
and government. 

6. □ Individuals involved in illegal bombing or illegal bomb-making. 

Photograph □ has been furnished □ enclosed □ is not available 

I I may be available through , ^^ 



Very truly yours, 

Edgar Hol^v^r 
Director 



<#^- 



1 - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s) 
U. S, Secret Service 



Enclosure(s) 




(Upon TsmGval of classified enciosures, if any, Ms iransmittai form 
becomes VNCLASSIFIEDJ 




In Reply^ Please Refer to 
FUe No, 




UNITED STATES MEPmutMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Springfield , Illinois 
February 5, 1971 
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SPEECH OF REVEREND RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY, 

LEADER OF THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 

CONFERENCE (SCLC) 

■■ESSTSRN I-BE^!rS' WIVERSITY (eiu)""- ■•^™ '• ' 

CHARLESTON, ILLINOIS 

JANUARY 19, 1971 
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is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agericy; it and its contents 
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Jm ,d states depaktment or j.,.t.ce 
U„..AV B..»« or ,^■v.sT.0AJ.0^ 



In Rep'>'. ««»« ^'Z*^ •" 

Fi/e A'o. 

Director 

United States Secret Service 

Department of the Treasury 
Washington, D. C. 20220 



WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 

March 23, 1971 



Pll. RALPH DAVID ABERNATHi; 
^* RACIAL MATTERS 




Dear Sir: 



2 □«.. attempted o,ih-.Uned to redress.g . 

■ than legal means. ^ identified as member or 

3 □ Because of hacU.oun. i^^-^l^.f ^ren u^a^ac^^e investigation as .e.her 
^' ° participant in communist movement ^^ ^ ^^ 

of other group or organization inim ^^^ .^ ^^^^ 5^^^^, ,, 

■ ^ n S citizens or residents who defect from the U. S. 
^- ° ^Chitr communist hiocs and retur. ^^^^ ^^^ ^^ _ ^^ ,^ ,,,.,, 

S Subversives, ultrarightists, racists and fascis 

'"''"'■■ r al instability (including unstable residence and 

(a) □ Evidence of emotional in^J^^^^'^l^^^ 3^icidal behavior: 

and government. 



5. 



6. 



and eovernmeut. . 

, u K-ncr nr illegal bomb-making. 
1 A ;n nieeal bombing or iii«gai 
3. □ individuals involved in meg , „,, ...Uable 

Photograph — sbeenfurnig^^-^J^,^:! ___- 

y may be available through^^t^J-*---'^^'''^^ . 

> Very truly yours. 



tt q ' 




So* Edgar Ho^ r 
>\ Director 

1 . special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s) 1) 
US. Secret Service, Atlanta, GQOT& 

7 any this transmiiial form 

Enclosure(s) (1) <V.on.e.o.. . c.^:f--^[^llAo.i 

(Registered l^H^ 
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declassification. 
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FBI and i. t««»ed to your «ency 
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AT 157-257 
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DETAILS' 

V ^K 1971, ABERNATHX continued ^o^l^^^! 
AS of ^^Sii^at 695 LaVerne Drive, N.W., At 
with his Vife and family at _^ 

Georgia. 



i^-'^ 





v^ 



^alSmSSt ABBEHAIHI continued «|ploy^|^t 

■ AS of i^oh 15^ W71, St Baptist Chur*J25^^^ 
as pastor of ^J^^L! Georgia. ^Ijadguon^e^^^^j^^p 

Street, M'/yefl^t of the Southg^^^M^^^ ^^ ^^,1, is 
to serve as ftesia ^^tlonal ^eadquar^ . 

iSfafela? 33H'lii-n Avenue, N.^^||j^^ 
^^^^^'^■^^ V, ,0 1970, edition of *e Atl^^^^^ii^hed 

however, «l^°J®^tSs country." ^ ^^ 

of violence in this co ^^ 

ideas." „pp ^g set forth 

A characterization of the,\l,i3 report, 
in the Appendix secu 
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^ on Av^ust I'., 1570, the AUft^S^-faitio^f 
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AT 157-257 
SSer^^r?^l*ie M'st*^t%f Ira^^liL*^^ S?*.^^?H. 



^.^v^uiier." in this reeard +i;l 1- ^ixiig wxiixe preachine 







Journal on pLe^l8^^m^K?^ J^J°» evening edition of the /n-i=r,+ 
Japan, entiull, n^be^mthv^^^ ^.*^^^^ datelLed ^oto ^^^ 
The article revlaled I^feSS^S.^^^jyi^fnt Revolt in jip an " 
S?ference on Reli|fon Sd ?Sce " ^S^?^"^ "^^ World ^^• 
United Press Internatlonsi il n l\ ^^^ng an interview bv 
indicated to havl stated th«? i^°*°^®'' 2°' ^970, ABErShy was 

faSiSf '!?l ^?"^^ State's' Sf thf^ioJld"" H^' ^^^^^^* p'°^leS' 
saying, "Racism is our bireest n^^S? * J^f ^^^ quoted as 
Vietnam war, has also got^to be^s?Snno^ ^* J?^ ^^» the 
^^ ^ ^° °® stopped immediately." 
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^ deletions .e.e .ade pursuant to the exe.pt.ons .nd.ate 

^ Available for release to you. Section_i52a 
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^ (b)(7)(D) 

a (b)(7)(E) 

D (b)(7)(F) 

a (b)(8) 
a (b)(9) 





□ ,„roma.ion pertained on., .0 a .h,.d par., 

'«"«•■ ,. , „,„ Your name is iis'^" "■ *= '"'= °"''- 

□ ,„rorn,a.ion per.ain.d on,, » a , rr ^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^^^^ „, 



□ .—on perrainea on,, '^^ZL. a.ncae.. -e do..en,s were rererred 



Documenii ^''f^r'cr.r review and aireci i^^h— 
tith the other agency(ies). 



Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 




Q For your information: 



ft] The following 
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APPENDIX 



BLACK PANTHER PARTY 
also known as 
BLACK PANTHER PARTY 
FOR S EIJ DEFENSE_ 



According to the official newspaper of the^Black^ ^^^^^ 
panther pfr^y CBPP) , the BPP -s sta^ted^duri^g^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^, 
in Oakland, California, to organx ^^^ destiny of the 
take control of ^^e lif|. P^^^^^^^'by Bobby G. Seale BPP 
black <^°'^^^^'^;e/p.Tewton, Minister of Defense, BPP. 
Chairman, and Huey . panther." 

rrv,^ official newspaper, caxieu x ^^^ 

re^lariritlferijattne BPP advocates t^^^^ 

Zr'rT. TarW-'^-o'shouia be KiUed. 



referrea xo a= y^o- g 

The newspaper ^^."l^iiro/laufaufnrGeirge Mirray, 
«v.f-ir>iP bv the then Minister oj. 
5i;ts'arricie endued .ith the followxng: 

• ..Blac. .en. Blac. people, colored pe-ons^cf 
*»?'^?Sltrrriortri;^S'is-/olutionary culture, 
only culture *"^ "-^^.^^.^v-ei-e. Dynamite! BiacK 
ToTef ZrtT,Z"'T^r the ^i.s everywhere. 

The BPP newspaper issue of Ot^„ 5, _^1968.^had 

an article if "*-|J//,f gfvlr^nSe'n? le will overthrow it. 
„ot dissent fro™ American g ^^^^^^^ 

David HlUi"?. f,ifa on Movlmbe? 15, 1969, said 
at the San Francisco Polo Field on . 
"We will kill Bichard NiXon. 

,. .. i„ "The New York Times," issue of 
David Billiard, in ™e Kew i _ advocate the 
t,»^ IS 1969, was quoted as follows. ^^^ 

^irdlrect'oiertirow of the government by way 

violence." 
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had an artIc"le'\Mfrts°l/Sr^u??ire'"?- '"'^rT "-^•'="'" 
follows: culture, Emory Douglas, as 

. -r-.-by taking up arms alains? ?ht ^ °PPressing, is 
killing the officials unM?^i, ""^ government^- 

are dead, and those th./^ reactionary forces 

v'eapons on their superfor^th^''^^^" ^"^" their 
revolutionary judgeml^t I^Iin^r:?^ P^^^^°g 

enemy of al/mankfnS?"the^?acLt'u' T^" °°" 

f "c xacist u. S. government." 

street, OaSLrCa?!?2™u'"BrLiS"*"? ''' l"^ P"-"* 

Con»nlttees to cimbat PasSJsm undSr " ?* ,*"* ^^P' »"<1 

been established m varfSuTior^fonr^r^iie^SsA!'' ^''''' ""^ 
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-'ED STATES DEPARTMENT ^ JSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Atlanta, Georgia 
March 23, 1971 



ntle 



RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY 



^^ J 



Character RACIAL JITTERS J^ 

Reference Report of SA j^/g^^^^^^^ 
dated and captiS5?^^|^P 
prepared at Atlanta. ' 

are conceaS iTSJe'r^^Sf coZnl^'f '^^°") ^^°^- Identities 
infonnatlon m thfpaX ^ coznnmnl cation have tnmlshei rellaSe 
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Via 



AIRTEL 



%i 






■■■■:■. . (Priority) . , ; 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-442706) V^ > - ■ ' '^^ 




ROM^ 



SAC, LAS VEGAS' (157-159^^'<IIUC) 
. ABlfWIATHY 



+ x.v:vi 



UBJECT: RALPH D 
RH 

no«.i«o Enclosed for the Bureau aad Atlanta are 8 
copies and 2 copies respectively of an LHM dated and 
captioned as above. 
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Q/- Bureau (End. 8) (RM) 
2 - Atlanta (End. 2) (RM) 
2 - Las V egas 
LI - 



jff^ 
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■ t-^:^ '."^ V. 
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/n Reply, Please Refer to 
File No, 



■J 

L ITED STATES DEPARTMENT v JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Las Vegas, Nevada 
March 23, 1971 



RALPH D. ABERNATHY 
RACIAL MATTER 



"T \r ^2 ^f.^rua^y 25, 1971, an article appeared in the 
Las Vegas Sun", a Las Vegas, Nevada, daily newsnaper. statlne 
inlt Reverend-Ralph' Abefnath;. Presiiifff, louthSf Christian ^ 
Leadership Conference (SCIX:) , announced at a Washington, D.C.. 
press conference that he would participate in demonstrations 
in Las Vegas, Nevada. The article continued that the marches 
were scheduled for the first two weekends of March, 1971. 




n T, " Friday, March 5, 1971, Special Agents of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation observed Abernathy at a rallv 
sponsored by the NWRO at the University of Las Vegas, Las Vegas 
Nevada. Abernathy spoke to a gathering of approximately ' 
1,200 persons. 

«-F T Pn March 6, 1971, Special Agents of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation observed Abernathy participating in a march 
down the Las Vegas' "Strip" sponsored by the NWRO. 
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n Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your 
request. 

n Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

n Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred 
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Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be 

advised by the FBI as to the releasability of this information following our consultation 
with the other agency(ies). 
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-* JOHNC.STUa«S.M|tt^CHA|nMAN 

*r,.A-,T..r.^^-.TON, MO. M*«««ir^ -..„, ,«,^^ ..^y^ 



HtNKY M. JACKaOM. WASH. 
•AM J, CRVIN. JR.. NX. 
HOWARD W, CANNON, kcv. 
TH0MA» J. MC IMTYRC. N.H. 
MARRT P. BVRO. j^., VA. 
MA»OCO I. HUOHCS, tOWA^ 



■TROMr OND.»£. 

^OMH O. ^' ,, TO. 

^TIR M. . . miCK, COLO. 
■ARRT OOLbWATSR. ARIZ. 
MICHARO 8. •€»»»»». PA. 
WILXJAM •. MXM. OWO 



T. IDWAIIO BRAnnU, JH.. CHICP COUNtQ. AND Wtf^ OmcCTM 




"^ICnHcb ^£a£c55 ^cnafc 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

Washington. O.C. 2051 o 



April 14, 1971 



IZL 



iMr. Tolson.. 
Mr. 

y[ 

Mr.Brennr> 

Mr, Can."\in 

Mr. Q,zi-.^'>t 

Mr. ( .,..H.l 

M- 1'^^.it 





P 

:-/-j 



i.^i 











ope'ratrinsIS l^"^!."""' correseondencVco^c^rllng Allied 

and a secure luSlilin^JK^r^^P"^^'' support, sanctuary, W: 
wither! ^^^ line-the Communist guerilla movement will i^ 

the goal Of di^^^=e^^reg!=h ii 2i%:j;?e"v^-§«|!! 

inc exely yo urs , 









CO 




^i:^;^' 



^'A^ l^l^jA,^^ 



-V J 



Jphri"'. Tower ,, 



JGH:mhin 




<5^^ 
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''^n( 




.^i^ 




CLCs Atcrnathy Veers ' 
(Xc-.7r i EJacIc Extrenjism ' 



..4 



Record --'-'---^^^^ 



;|]^ared In House. IT 



i^'<i:; 



ii^'K^^f li'^iif^cp. ^on'ch Exposes Sex 
Offensi^ lUvAoUd ltu,y 




'»^•. Washington (A?)— Rep, 



John R. Karick', D- 



mviit at-i...jring on pa,":cs H-3:u;9: 
and H-S3*J0 of lix.* CoTnirc.;*^!!!.! 
R'jco.-I of May * i. JKZ. tiw^ik 
•jiloncrf lIiL* st;ilcmenl,~**Ualph 




Here is the cnn'piclc^oxl n/ijuara Vfa novrTn'nl WJi'ch: 
' * is trjii.tj to inyhntirjji CfU- 
grcTi not only ii.to mrtssive 
rodJritribution of the wcfilUi 
to the poor (along with tlii? 
'i'liftlnss). but int'j ch;in;jin,-: 
\acrn.-uny-fjro^cncr or Pcr-l^oreian policy. V.ctn:'T. is 
'W' "* \""*f.*nly 0.10 item of tiio ar-ri'Ji 

pU. RAUICK. Mr. Speaker, bf the amorphous mass wUirh 
efer tJncc Ralph AliernatKy as- may number in the tuns &f 
sitmcd control of llio rich man's thousands (hundreds of 
"poor people's march" lo oc- thousands, scn:j say) v.h.^ 
cupy\Vashin*;to'.i. Tnostsoulbcrn.,yiH attempt to immoWiie 
crs who know alif.ut Ateriia(hy UVashin-;on bv Jatn.May. *i 
h«ve iuaC'icii^ it M*r (T^ri-it fit:d ^ Tn their h.iMal pro.Cot :ao- ■ 
natinnil prc:.tUc Imildu? given day, the Ab<ri..,.^,v.:ed exi>J 
AhCiT.rtliy »s c Icjiicr. tlonists donounce-i'U^. <iiu:o-»' 

Ue hivc kcp; oar peace- n:atic and b:oh;c3S tics w'tU 
kinttjni that any comn»ent Poitus?! and South Africa, 
would not receive fair lonsWcra- The United States must not 
llon-hi all probabihly dts- be encumbered, the formal 
count*d as "racism. • , statement said, "wifh tlio sup- 

But the news €stuV.,jiimcut, j^rt in any way of laciii 
knowing the facfs, con!ii;ued to / societies abroad " 
be silent until Uic Momsomery^Althoush Abcrnathy keens 
Advertiser uii May 2. JM8. spnkamouthi.^^ the old line alw'it 
,' . J ,-, • f <• (filnun-vioicucc, this is once 
In...a kad editorial captioned yasain semantic camctifl^i^c 
•The Lrader of ll>e Cre:»Wior the threat of v^oiciicc 
Grusadr," the Moiilsomery A J-U unless Washincton-lhc Prci> 
vertiitr siasl.crt irto Ahcntathy^VJent and Cunjiress-knucklci 
repiita'.ioii by cy;Unc Iiini ''auNJindcr to every demand 
unpohshcd and diircputabl;\ Today, the first of the" poo;- 
tHA and p.ililcly, 1 a«ute you, people's caravans as t h e 
rehashed the sex scandal involv- march leaders describe them, 
ing Aoernathy and a IS-year^Id is scheduled lo set out from 
female member of Abernathy's Memphis toward Washington 
^ »'*if • 1 * . . ^'*'» ^^rka. Miss. Next Week, 

I have a comple e transcript others arc to start from other 
of Im teUimony of U,e exploited locations, in the Midwest ' 
girlfii>ena fVijurytriaUfhcr South, North .nnd West * * 

husband-who MBS aequtted by The first ccr=ti..acnts of 
aicry of ehastnij oarf gtrikiuj tl ^iiat is d-.-^ign-d lo bo a sei 'c 
Atprnalhy yyVli a hatched. of WnslUn-nSn aru d^c in Vi^. 'i 

, Tho icittmony of llm >o.ilhfi,| r vo M«y 12? with Ihi^^c^^^^^^^^ I* 
v:clm,VjvIanMc<>yU.vU,un- lion of LcM iSchi" ^^^^^^ J 
cunliajictcd by .Ueinjithy. li jtrcn^th fsr an Indftei'iLat- '' 
•ft- mhy .Md pervert.;d that I cam^n by May 30. Accc?i: !' 
Hi;?V? fr'V""'^^"" " Ing to the time table, "n,a or i* 
if Ju'A'? "'^^ ?''?.'■'* '*' '""• demonstrations" are to bcfiiii '* 
t colleagites* exainrnation. May jO - 



VPill, however, make lier^ 



■b my eollcagac*. or It can he there will be tlianltlou^K s^i* 
I can only .-..W i;..t Abcr..u.l» C" f/He''nf °«rf'7jh"T' """I 



people's maixi., E.it he cai be in^„Ji?i^ I v JJ"^*'-'' "/ ^-' 
used to cxpluit r.,r pecplt.. T "T-Pamcd Ly mass;vv. fore- 
Mr. Speaker. I niaVe Ii," ^:'iy iL"'"^; 7'lho*'*'-^^ i^v^ t"e 
: cdiUrUi iroirt the Montgoinei'y r!"!"^.?\'" *"/" *>ack Ibr.s in- 
Advertiser in the R«c«r: at Ihi;/"^"'**"- ^^ whatever force ^• 
po?nt: ' "y necessary, nnd refuse to ho 



organization led by the )atc 
Dr Martin Luther King, has 
been veering even sharper to 
port under King's successor 
and cx-right hand man, the 

^^ Rev. Ralph Abcrnathy. 
Abcrnathy's group, which 

^ has formed a coalition with ? 

"^ the National Welfare Rights [ 
' Organization (now demand- ' - ..^ 

ing a guaranteed annual in- AnrnNAtnv 

come for the poor of $6,500), has swung behind the 
movement to free Angela Davis, the avowed. Com* , 
mumst who has been indicted on murder charges, i . 
I- Abcrnathy has become so beloved by the far left 

thai the Daily World, ofTicial publication of the 
Commumst Party, U.S.A., recently reprinted hii 
speech delivered to 4,000 people who crowded Inio 
New York's Manhattan Center for a birthday irib-V 
^M ^}l ^^ '1*** ^^^"- The main speaker of the evening, l- 
- Abcrnathy also shared the platform with such indi-r 
' viduals as William L. Patterson, chairman of the.' 
Communist party's Black Liberation Commission. /' 
and Henry Winston, another lop Communist party 
ofHciaL . ■ .. 

;>J I" ^ statement saturated with hate-America rhc- 
\L \L!?"*i* A**«r"^'hy proclaimed that it was not Miss 
^•.]-pavis-but the U.S. that ^was'ontrml.Said. KinVt- 
A heir" ** ' 

"I see the American system charged with the kid- • 
nappmg, the murder and the conspiracy. I charge / 
i the American system with the kidnapping of black h 
people from Africa... . \ ^^ 

"I charfie the American system with the kid- - 
nappbg, r/Ith the imprisonment and the startn- 
tbn of black children on the plantations of 
Mississippi, In the ghettos of Chlcaso and cren 
risfcJ bcre in the ghettos of the North. . v. - h 

-I charge the American system with the kii^ H 
napping of young men and sending ihem lo die in a' W 
criminal, racist, godless and unwinnable war in ^* 
Southeast Asia 10,000 miles away.... v. 

; "I charge the American system with the murder of ' 
the Vietnamese people. I charge the American tys-' 
icm with the murder of Malcolm X and my dearest' ' 
friend, Martin Luther King Jr.. I charge the Aineri- -^ 
can system with the killing of Michael Schwcrncr.\ 
* Andrew Goodman, James Chancy, Viola Lluzio.*.- 
Jimmy Lcc Jackson. Mcdgar Evers and a host of : 
others, ,; . ■ : ., V 

"I charge the American system with murder in its / 
ficnocida tendencies which are clearly defined in the^ 
United Nations Charter . -^ .-s ' 

"I charge the American system with conspiracy* "^ 
to steal therfcsources of other countries. . . I chafce 
the American system with a conspiracy to cxplTit " 
peoples throughout the world, and to oonrcsi mt 
iionsoT our people here in our own land... . " . .,-,:, 
'I charge the American system with conspiracy to' 
repress and violently subjugate those who resist/All ^ R 
/you have to do is to look in any corner of this nation : [1 
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I /*■ i^f ^ J ... •••«"/ vyiiicroi mis nation • 

t ■ / mT'k''"''^^*'" *"' '« ••'« conspiracy to represi iireV 



•J 1 \ . ** wwiiuy mis group 

Ien« "" ' ^ ' disguise that they believe inWo- 

Kinl!v^ril!l'f"'K '""^ncy being brandished bv' 
King 5 SCLC. In the wake of these "new dircctiorf^*. 
POhticos in Washinston arc now wondering iu«:fii^at 

^ ' .^[' ""^l^^^« ^^" be willing to receive Atcr 
nathy's blessings. •,-'.- ^^^^cr- 



•> 



in»lmidali»d. thf woriia of StMi. 

BANNER . r-™'"-«^?-J^K-'^^^^ 

Iv iilWn " "" "*** ♦~^'i *^ "«* »*«'H'<'* » ^^ 

*^ It wo.,'.l .11 ... .,1, • i*"'"^f"^*"3iHht inau, 

._ _ .... is:5?^»2f^^^^ 



i a 



-mi uiii'^ivtu-y b*k5i&ii)JS3rr . 

ir^ticdy m Alcmphi?. V. I 
Monday he led the va.i- 1 
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AyfN: DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE TE? r-i^RTT 
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KtZD FIELD 






VJJ^FROM ATLANTA 100-571B ?P ^v/sfS 
' " ■ " ' SLIP(S)OF 



"\ i '/■'^STJ^'-^-'-''- 



<' COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF SOUTHCBSSOlIm 

J CONFERENCE (SCLC). IS - C .- iWlS'^^O. ^^^FTT^ 
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NiSTRATIVEz" 
RE BUAIRTEL TO ATLANTA AND NEW YORK APRIL TWENTYTHREE , 
^ SEVENTYONE , CAPTIONED •T?ALPH DAVID ABERNATHY , INFO CONCERNING (u/ 
|\^Rh". 

^ SOURCE REFERRED TO I 




^1^^ • ATLANTA MAINTAINING CONTACT WITH SOURCE FOR ADDITIONAL 

INFORMATION CONCERNING ABOVE AND ANY SUCH INFORMATION WILL BE 
__ FURNISHED THE BUREAU AND NEW YORK /l^ I 
-''■• "END 
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TO DIRECTOR - t00 ■ 442S2 !) • 

ATTN: DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIV. 

SAN FRANCISCO 157-494 
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RALPH DAVID-T^BERNATHY* INFORMATION CONCERNING 
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Mr. Brennan, 
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Miss Gantiy . 
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n?OM SAN FRANCISCO (157-494) (P) ip 

y^ H£«eiM 18 UNCLAS51FI 

JSi^llsJAyiD ABfRNATHY, INFORMATION GOSCEffWIilG , R|j, 



ATLANTA 




^M ^BUREAU, MAY1IGHTEEN, LAST. 



ROOM 712-A 9&0 



Mr. Tnlson 

Mr. Sullivan 
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Mn Bishop . J| 

Mr. Callahaa^ 
Mr. Caaper^Jti 
Mr. ConradIJ_ 

Mr, Dalbey 

Mr. Pelt 

Mr. Gale 



Mr. Rosen- 
Mr, TaveL 



Mp. WaltewL 
Mr. Soyars-^ 
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Miss Holmea. 
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NR 001 SF PLAIN ^^ 

12:12 Pt4 URGENT 6/9/71 ^ ^H 
TO DIRECTOR ( 10 " 442329) 

ATLANTA (I5^57> ^^--^^ 
FKQCL SAN FRANQf^CO (157-494) (C) 





IP 



ALPH DAVIl/ABtRNATHY, INFORMATION CONCERNING, RM. 
RE SAN FRANCISCO TEL JUNE ONE, LAST. 



Mr, fiplHy an 

I Mr. Mohr f 

Mr. Bishop._I^/ 
Mr.Bmma^S?: 
Hr. CallahanMl^ 
Mr. Caaper-Zir 
Mr. Conrad. 
Mr. Dalbey. 

Mr. Felt 

Mr. Gale 

Mr. RngA fi 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Walters. 
Mr. Soyars- 
Tele. Room_ 
Mis3 Hohnea 
Miss Gandy. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



TO 



FROM 




[ect: 




DIRECTOR, FBI (100-442706) 

|SAC, NEW YORK (157-1748) (C) 

RALPH DAVID/-ABERNATHY 
INFORMATION CONCERNING - RM 



date: 



6/28/71 



ReBu airtel, 4/23/71, captioned as above and 
AT teletype date 5/12/71, captioned "COMINFIL SCLC, IS-C". 

There are enclosed for the Bureau 5 copies of a LHM 

containing information set forth in the 5/22/71, issue of the 

Daily World" about the World Peace Assembly held in Budapest 

in May, 1971. RALPH ABERNATHY is identified as a participant 

as is WYATT TEE WALKER, a f)rmer SCLC official, ^- 



i 








— rs I 

7 JUN 29 1971 




fe}- Bureau (Ends. ^71«il) 
3 - Atlanta (End. 3)(RM) 

( 1-100-5718 ).(COM±NFIL SCLC) 
1 - Nevj York (100-149194) (COMINFIL SCLC) (43) 
1 - New York 1 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




In Reply, Please Refer to 
FUe No. 



New York, New York 
June 28, 1971 







Ralph David Abemathy 
Information Concerning - Racial Matters 

The "Daily World", May 11, 1971, page thee, contained 
an article datelined at Budapest, Hungary, May 4, I971, 
which noted .that 85 delegates from the United States were to 
attend a World peace Assembly to be held in Budapest on 
May 13-15, 197I. It said 4iat the general secretary of the World 
Kc^i'. peace Councll_ (WPC), Romeshf^handra, announced that day that some 
aoo delegates would attend th& assembly "in the broadest artL-war 
gathering of its kind", it added that in addition to WPC members, 
representatives of national and international organizations 
as well as legislative bodies, religious, youth and women's 
organizations would attend. 

V^ v:=-^ .^ -/.:'./ 

The article stated that jatneg>Porest, "a representative 
of the United States peace movement"; tord a news conference that 
about 35 United States delegates were expected and that the 
Reverend Ralph Abemathy, head of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCLC) and other prominent United States 
personalities had indicated their willingness to participate. 

The "Daily World" is an 
East Coast Communist 
daily newspaper. 








The WPC was formed at the 
conclusion of the Second World 
Peace Congress held in Warsaw, 
"ovember l6-22, I950, under 

ommunist initiative. It continues 
today as a major international tffort 
to discredit the United States. 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 



/ad -vy a.7d6-m 



gNCLpSUR^ 



(- ' 



Ralph David Abernathy 




The "Daily World", issue of May 22, 1971, page 10, contained 
an article "July 4 Set for World peaese Actions" which was 
datelined at Budapest, May l6, 1971. This article, in part, noted 
that "A manifesto addressed to the peoples of the world and appeals 
for special actions marked the final session of the World Peace 
Assembly that concluded its work here this weekend...." It said 
further that the central slogan of an appeal for withdrawal of 
all United States and Allied forces from Indochina is, "Set 
the «71 Date", and that July 4, 197I, has been set as the day 
for mass actions at United States Embassies around the world 
calling for the withdrawal of United States forces. 






The article noted that among the 25 participants 
from the United States were Ralph Aternathy, and Wyatt Tee 
Walker, "a close associate in the SCLC of the late Reverend 
\larfln" Luther King." It said that a posthumous award, 
the Joliot - Curie Peace Medal, was made to Doctor Martin 
Luther King at the final session and that Wyatt Tee Walker 
accepted this award for the SCLC. 

Walker, according to the article, invited Ralph 
Abernathy to the microphone after the award to Doctor King 
and that Abernathy 's comments included the statement that 
"history has placed on our shoulders the task of deciding the 
destiny of mankind - the task of building a new world, a 
viorld without racism and poverty, a world of peace." 
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RALPH ^ERNATHY , RM . 




ATLANTA ADVISE DETROIT ANY H 



ON ABERNATHY AND SCLC 




BEHALF OF SANITATION WORKERS. 



I^q^F^TK 
I1EMBERS PLAN TO TRAVEL TO DETROIT TO CONDUCT DEMONSTRATIONS ON /^ O 
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Mr. Conrad 
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Mr. Felt 
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Pl001 MO PLAIN 

756PM URQfiNT 9/15/7 

TO: DIRECTOR (ATTENTION t DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION) 

AyilANTA 
FHOM: MOBILE (157-4323) 4 PAGES 

PROTEST MARCHES, CHOCTAW COUNTY, BUTLER, ALABAMA, KOR tWiGRO 
EQUALITY IN EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT, JUNE TWENTYFIVE THROUGH 
SEPTEMBER FIFTEEN, SEVENTYONE ,QlVIL UNREST. 



AT APPROXIMATELY EIGHT AM, SEPTEMBER FIFTEEN SEVENTYONE, 

re —1 

FOURTEEN NEGRO ADULTS AND TWENTYSEVEN NEGRO JUVElilLEs"- ENTERED 
BOTH BUTLER ELEMENTARY AND CHOCTAW COUNTY HIGH-SCHOOLS, BUTLER 
tLt-L^t, AND MARCHED THROUGH THESE BUILDINGS . -THIS GROUP; WAS-. /- // ' 
ARRESTED BY CHOCTAW COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE AND ALABAMA STATE ^•~— - 

TROOPERS AND CHARGED WITH DISTURBING THE PEACE AND UNLAWFUL 
ASSEMBLY. BETWEEN EIGHT AM A.ND ELEVEN AM, THIS DATE, A GROUP ^ 
APPROXIMATELY FIFTEEN NEGRO YOUfHSj DEMONSTRATED AT LISMAN ELEMENTARY 
9:H00L, LISMAN, ALABAMA, AND- AFTER -fj^EY WERE LOCKED OUT O/^THIS §CHOOL , 
END PAGE ONE 
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^D-157-4323 
P^GE TWO 

APPROXIMATELY TEN NEGRO YOUTHS BROKE WINDOWS IN THE SCHOOL, 
ENTERED THE SCHOOL AND DISRUPTED CLASSES. CHOCTAW COUNTY 
SHERIFF'S OFFICE AND ALABAMA STATE TROOPERS ARRESTED EIGHT NEGRO 
ADULTS AND THIRTEEN NEGRO JUVENILES INVOLVED IN THIS DIS- 
TURBANCE. THESE NEGROES WERE ALSO CHARGED WITH DISTURBING THE 
PE^CE AND UNLAWFUL ASSEMBLY. THE ATTENDING STUDENTS WERE 
DISMISSED FOR THE DAY AT APPROXIMATELY ELEVEN FIFTEEN A.M. 

AT ELEVEN A.M. APPROXIMATELY ONE HUNDRED FIFTY NEGROES 
STARTED A MARCH LED BY RALPH ABERNATHY AND L .L . ANDERSON, 
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP (SCLC ) , FROM AME ZION CHURCH, 
TOWARDS DOWNTOWN BUTLER, ALABAMA. THE GROUP WAS ARRESTED A 
SHORT DISTANCE FROM THE CHURCH AND CHARGED WITH DISTURBING THE 
PEACE AND UNLAWFUL ASSEMBLY BY CHOCTAW COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE 
AND ALABAMA STATE TROOPERS. ALL ADULTS, AFTER BEING PROCESSED 
BY ALABAMA STATE TROOPERS, WILL BE CONFINED AT THE STATE PRISON, 
CAMP THOMASTON, ALABAMA, EXCEPT FOR ABERNATHY AND ANDERSON WHO 
ARE CONFINED AT THE CHOCTAW COUNTY JAIL, BUTLER, ALABAMA, THE 
JUVENILES ARRESTED WERE DETAINED AT A PARK NEAR THE AME CHURCH 
END PAGE TWO v 
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MO'- 157-4393 
PAGE THREE 

AND BOND HAS BEEN SET FOR ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS AND THEY ARE TO 
BE RELEASED TO THEIR PARENTS, BOND HAS BEEN SET AT TWO HUNDRED 
DOLLARS FOR ALL ADULTS INCLUDING ABERNATHY AND L .L . ANDERSON 
AND AS OF FIVE P.M. CDT BOND HAS NOT BEEN MADE BY ABERNATHY 
JND IT IS RUMORED THAT HE INTENDS TO STAY -IN JAIL- OVER N4GHT -- 
AND FAST. 

A MEETING WILL BE HELD BY THE NEGRO GROUP AT SEVEN THIRTY 
P.M. INSTANT DATE AT THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH , LI SMAN , ALABAMA. 

A BOMB THREAT WAS RECEIVED AT TEN ZERO FIVE A.M. THIS 
DATE AT BUTLER ELEMENTARY S CHOOL , BUTLER , ALABAMA, FROM A NEGRO 
FEMALE .1 




SPAYTON HAS BEEN CHARGED BY CHOCTAW COUNTY SHERIFF'S 
'ITH MAKING BOMB THREAT AND WILL BE RELEASED ON BOND 
LATER THIS DATE. 

ANOTHER BOMB THREAT WAS RECEIVED BY CHOCTAW COUNTY SHERIFF'S 
OFFICE ON THE MORNING OF SEPTEMBER FIFTEEN FROM A NEGRO FEMALE 
INDICATING CHOCTAW COUNTY JAIL WOULD BE BOMBED. * 
END PAGE THREE ^ 
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PAGE FOUR 

ADMINISTRATIVE ! 

RE MOBILE TELETYPE TO BUREAU, SEPTEMBER FOURTEEN, SEVENTY- 
ONE. 

LHM ON THE BOMB THREAT AT THE SCHOOL HAS BEEN SUBMITTED TO. 
THE BUREAU. LHM ON ARRESTS AND CIVIL DISTURBANCE AT BUTLER 
THIS DATE WILL BE SUBMITTED. 

DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEYS MADDOX AND MILLER ADVISED THIS DATE 
THAT THROUGH SCLC LEADERS ON 'THE SCENE AT BUTLER, ALABAMA, 
THEY LEARNED THAT MRS. CORETTA KING, BERNARD LEE AND JOE 
LOWRY, ALL SCLC, WILL ARRIVE BUTLER, ALABAMA, LATE THIS AFTER- 
NOON TO MEET WITH RALPH ABERNATHY . DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEYS 
FURTHER ADVISED THAT THEY HAVE ARRANGED MEETING AT THREt P.M. 
CfN SEPTEMBER SIXTEEN NEXT WITH RESPONSIBLE NEGRO AND WHITE 
LEADERS IN ORDER TO ATTEMPT TO RESOLVE THIS SITUATION, P, 
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Revttrend Ralph Abernath i« the leader 
of the Southern Chrlstlin Leadership 
Conference, Atlanta, o3rgla. 
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Hon, J, EdgGT Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
^^ Washington, D.C, 

Dear Mr* Hoover; 



October 1,1971 

1/ 
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A ecAt.i>^' Tr'/ 




The enclosed newspaper clipping speaks for itself I He'^reJ^" dois nottSt like 
I the late I^. Luther King did, in trying to win his w^ of thinking. Does not 
appear to be proper repr»entation for a United States CitizenlSuch actions 
closejy border on Insurrection, «i,uxu«b 

And, you will note he is vlsslting the CooiDunist Sationsl 

.Certainly N01,a„desi^8ble . iaeefc2*S^^^ Churchl Too.auch-J!?iiha.s«S®®aias4^.«..,,..^ 

To me, an Honorably Dischaiged Veteran of World War 1, having served in France 
such actions are deplorable, and it would seem that such persons should be 
questioned thoroughly, and even their movements closely watched. 

lJt?*;ii"^/*^* J^*^*f ^ ^f«l ^^ I d°» and that is, that we are Glad and Appreci^ 

late All that you have done through these many yeara, as Director of the F.B.I. I i 

Regaraiess of certain people i4io have spoken harsh of you. 

Best wishes for your further work, along with Good Healthl 




<^s?<> fi^-iSie^sfe^i^^sis: 



to 







Cordi 






Ikicl. 






~?z^t^<..,*-£- cx^x.^^i/'L 



TRUE COPY 



conl!a%n:?!l?^ "°"^ ^"* »^^«=^ 



TRUE COPY 



(' 




VS 



%^ /ct>-0^7oC^ 



^^ ^ 





2 OCT /> 1971 
H 






CORRE^Bcr 




[ 




■M^ 



page 10a - 

Tampa Tribune 
Fla. 



wed am 
9/29/71 



*v| Abemathy, In East Berlin, Blasts U.S. 

BERLIN OIPD— The Rev. Ralph Abernathy turned a 
service in East Berlin's main church into a political rallylt 
last night, demanding the United States government freel] 
Angela Davis and "all -political prisoners," I 

His 45-minute seremon, translated into German seo- 
tence-by-sentence, was interrupted by applause five times 
as he attacked policies of the U.S. government including its 
space exploration program and its involvement in Viet- 
nam. 

At the conclusion of his remarks, Abernathy received 

^^an ovation lasting several minutes. Men and women jam- 

: ming the 14th-century Gothic church of St. Mary put aside 

^their briefcases and shopping bags and clapped their hands 

i^^or slapped their feet against the stone floor to express 

approval. 

Abernathy arrived in East Berlin Monday from Russia 
on his way to Prague. , 
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October 7, 1971 
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^D^ Thank you for your letter of October 1st, with 

enclosure. It was thoughtful of you to write and I appre- 
' ciate receiving your views. Your support is inost encouraging 
to me. 

Sincerely yours, 
J, Edgai Bpov« 
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SS AND HIG, CHARLOTTE, ADVISED* 
CHARLOTTE WILL FOLLOW AND ADVISE RESULTS. 

NO LHN BEING SUBMITTED* 
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\sf'^ \ AT GREENVILLE, N. C. 

\ 10/19/71, 
SPONSORED BY EAST CAROLINA UNIVERSITY 
LECTURE SERIES 
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Re Charlotte nltels to Director dated 10/19/71 



Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies of LHM 
captioned matter. Copies being disseminated locally to 
Secret Service and Military Intelligence. 




in 





Secret Service , and 111th Military Intelligence Group, 
Charlotte, N. C, ^^/gLj^<^ 

•C2> Bureau (Enc. 5)^^""'^ 
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Re MenphlB letter to Bureau 11/17/7 



Enclosed for Bureau are original and five c opie s of 
a let/terhead nemo captioned* **SPEAKING ENGAGEMENT OF REVEREND 
RAlJ>BriBERNATHY. PRESIDENT, SODTOERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP - 
CCftfFERENCS, MIDDLE TENNESSEE STATE UNIVERSITY, MURFREESBORO, 
TB7NESSEE. DECEMBER 1, 1971** concerning Reverend RALPH 
ABERNATH7*s speaking engagement at Middle Tennessee State 
University on 12/1/71. 

Also enclosed for the Bureau is the original of the 
newspaper itea set forth in the enclosed letterhead memorandua. 

Enclosed for Atlanta is one copy of the above 
described letterhead memorandua. 
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UN ^i:D STATES DEPARTMENT OF J TICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Memphis , Tennessee 
December 20, 1971 




RE: SPEAKING ENGAGEMENT BY 

REVEREND RALPH ABERNATHY, 
PRESIDENT, SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE, 
MIDDLE TENNESSEE STATE UNIVERSITY, 
MURFREESBORO, TENNESSEE, 
DECEMBER 1, 1971 
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On December 8, 1971, a confidential source advised 
that the Reverend Ralph Abernathy, President of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference, had spoken on the campus of 
Middle Tennessee State University (MTSU) , Murfreesboro, 
Tennessee, on December 1, 1971* Reverend Abernathy *s speech 
was sponsored by MTSU as part of its "Issues and Answers" 
program. This program brings several prominent speakers 
to the campus during the school year, J& (I 

This source advised that the speech was attended 
by approximately 500 persons, equally divided between Negroes 
and Caucasians. The speech was "non-inflammatory" and there 
were no incidents of any type o^ the campus in connection 
with this speaking engagemei 
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On December 7, 1971, the MTSU "Sidelines", campus 
newspaper of MTSU, carried the following article regarding 
Reverend Abernathy 's speech: 
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Abernofhy enumerates crises, 
finds solution in voting power^ 



tm 



Ralph Abernathy. President of 
the Southern Christian Leader- 
ship Conference warned that this 
nation is in a civilizational cri- 
sis that threatens to destroy it. 
■ Last Wednesday's speaker 
stated that the crisis will be 
resolved only through *'thepower 
of the ballot box." 

Crises in government, the eco- 
nomy and educational institutions 
were cited by the civil rights 
leader. 

Abernathy stated that the Viet- 
nam war was unconstitutional and 
that the elected representatives 
of the people were in open con- 
tempt of the people for refusing 
to halt it themselves. He called 
upon the people to seize power 
democratically and non-violently 
in the 1972 elections rather than 
submit to an unresponsive gov- 
ernment. 

He further criticized the Nixon 
Administration for spending $92 
billion to "hand out moon rocks 
to heads of state when they should 
have been in Alabama, Missis- 
sippi, Georgia, Louisiania and 
Tennessee handing out bread to 
hungry children." 

Considering the economic sit- 
uation, he stated that his na- 
tion which could "put a man on 
the moon can't stand a man on 
his feet in Tennessee." 

Abernathy commented that he 
suspected that this universitvdid 
not have a lot of black students 
or black faculty members. 

Furthermore he stated that 
some universities are ''still 
teaching the same lies they taught 



By Becky Freeman 
Managing Editor 



me 20 years ago." Forexample, 
he stated that last week he was 
present in a history classroom 
where it was still being taught 
that Columbus discovered Amer- 
ica. 

The Baptist minister stated 
that the problem of racism is 
still prevelant in American so- 
ciety. "The administration that 
stands for law and order is in 
flagrant violation of the law." 
he charged. He challenged the 
Nixon administrations enforce- 
ment of desegregation laws and 
the President's Supreme Court 
nominations. 

He condemned government ac- 
tions in Thomasville, Ga., where 
a white- controled school board 
closed black schools while keep- 
ing open white schools. 

"The roots of racism are so 
deep in this country that I am 
fearful that it can not be de- 
stroyed." Abernathy further 
stated that, "racism must die if 
democracy is to live." 

Abernathy noted that it was 
important to realize that the 
struggle is not between blacks 
and whites, but that blacks and 
whites must work together to 
achieve nonviolent change. 

The black minister stated that 
the civil rights xnovement is 
changing tactics and strategies. 
Abernathy stated that the move- 
ment should now concentrate on 
(Please turn to page 3) 
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Abernathy enumerates. 



(Continued from page one) 
political or-ganization to obtain 
power through the vote 
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ernathy described the President 
as the Rutherford B. Hayes of 
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^outh to be elected." Under 

Hayes administration the Fergu- 
son Decision called for "sepe- 
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RE: SPEAKING ENGAGEMENT BY REVEREND RALPH ABERNATHY, PRESIDENT, 
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE, MIDDLE TENNESSEE 
STATE UNIVERSITY, MURFREESBORO> TENNESSEE, DECEMBER 1, 1971 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the PBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be dis- 
tributed outside your agency. 
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In Repfy^ Please R^er to 
rOeNo. 



U: "ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Memphis, Tennessee 
December 20, 1971 




Title SPEAKING ENGAGEMENT BY REV. 
RALPH ABERNATHY, PRESIDENT, 
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE, 
MIDDLE TENNESSEE STATE UNIVERSITY, 
MURFREESBORO, TENNESSEE, DECEMBER 1, 1971 
Character 



Reference Communication prepared at Memphis, 

Tennessee, dated and captioned as above. 



All sources (except any listed belov) vhose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
infoimation in the past. 
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OJ the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
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NR016 AT PLA^M 

S:51 PM NitEL 1/26/72, 

TO DIR^TOR 100-442706 

FROM ATLANTA 157-257 -P- 
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teletype: \^ 



Ul WfOUMATMW COl 
RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY, EXTREMIS 



AGSICY : .?r.l.2iIC,Cai . SEC. SEgV, , 
DE?I: ISi)^^Mrf*0,IDIU, ( 








I4i.'Felt 



Mr. Rosea 



lU. Mohr. 





Dclr::/. 



Mr. Clevelcaid- 

:, rcr:c^T . 

r.:r. Eatea 

l.li. \Vai>.2yt 

Mr. Wal'.eia 

Mr. Soyais 

Tel*. Rocm 

yjss Holmes- 
Miss Gcmdy 
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BERNARD LEE IS AN AIDE AND TRAVELLING COMPANION TO 
ABERNATHY AND A STAFF MEMBER OF SCLC . 





ABERNATHY AND LEE WERE OBSERVED BOARDING DELTA FLIGHT 
NINE TWENTYTWO, ATLANTA, JAN. TWENTYSIX, SEVENTYTWO, BY 
SPECIAL AGENT. NEITHER APPEARED ILL OR IN NEED OF ASSISTANCE. 

PREVIOUS INVESTIGATION REFLECTED 





ADMINISTRATIVE: 



/ RE ATLANTA TELEPHONE CALL TO BUREAU JAN. TWENTYSIX, SEVENTY- 

'two. 

end page two 








PAGE THREE 
AT 157-257 
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INFORMATION COMING TO ATLANTA'S ATTENTION CONCERNING 
PURPOSE FOR TRIP WILL BE FURNISHED BUREAU. 

NO LHM BEING SUBMITTED. 
END 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

"^o ' DIRECTOR, FBI ^/<50-^^^ ^<^ 9 



date: 3/7/72 




SAC, WFO (157-1654) (RUC) 

R ALPH DAVID^BERMATHY 

I-SCLC 
(00:AT) :^ „-._. 
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Enclosed for the BureatTand Atlanta is one copy 
^ch of a booklet entitlerf^'Every Cloud Has A Siivfer Lining" 
which has ^eSTprinted and-aTstFiSur^d fiy"~th>^ce"c^^ 
of th e German Democratic Republic. "'^^^ ~- 




WFO is not retaining a copy of enclosed booklet 
and is conducting no additional investigation re captione 
matter at the present time, ^ 








(j) - Bureau (Ehc. -, ^ 
2 - Atlanta (Enc. 1) 0s7- o, s-?) 
2 - WFO ^_^^^^^ .^ 
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'Every Cloud has a Silver Lining . 
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"Every cloud has a silver lining . . ." 

Pastor Ralph D. Abernathy, President of the Southern Chris- 
tian Leadership Conference visits the German Democratic 
Republic 



When Pastor Ralph David Abernathy emerged from the plane arriving 
from Moscow in the evening of September 27th, 1971 he was no stranger 
to the people of our country; they had followed with close attention and 
sympathy the various stoges of his life of struggle and suffering in the 
ranks of the Afro-American civil rights movement Thus the welcome 
extended to him by Professor Dr Gunther Drefohl. President of the GDR 
Peace Council, by the light of the TV (amps shining on to the otready 
dork landing-strip, come from the depths of his heart With Dr Abernathy 
were his wife, his closest co-fighter Dr Wyatt T. Walker, press secretary of 
the Conference, pastor of a Baptist community of 1,000 in Harlem and 
also advisor on city and community questions to the Covernor of New 
York State, and Dr Joseph E. Lowery, head of the Central United Metho- 
dist Church of the State of Georgia and pastor of a community of 2.000 
mainly coloured people, and others. 

The German Democratic Republic received the envoys of the 25 million 
blade citizens of the United States, representatives of the real America 
of all colours with warm sympathy and friendship. 

The doily newspapers of the five political parties extended brotherly 
greetings to the delegation and the entire GDR press Joined in. 'We 
welcome Dr Rolph Abernothy as the envoy of Angela Davis, his own and 
our blodc sister. Our hearts, our respect and our actions are with them 
and with all fellow-fighters,' the Berlin evening paper wrote. 

Free of racism, national arrogance and feelings of enmity towards other 
peoples, the radio. TV and press of the GDR hove won the right to take 
this attitude towards the courageous Afro-American leader and diompion 
of civil rights, for they hove from the very beginning of the black liberotion 
movement in the USA been on the side of the oppressed who ore rising 
up and forming their ranks for struggle. Unlike 'public opinion" in the 
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FRG. whidi is permeated by white arrogance and supports the misdeeds 
of the ruling circles in the USA, the clear statement of support for the 
Afro-American liberation struggle by all the governing forces of the GDR 
has never at any time faltered. 

The GDR was on the side of Martin Luther King and Ralph Abernathy 
in the 1950's when they orgonised the historic boycott of the omnibuses 
of Birmingham ogainst the authorities of the Ku-Klux-Klan state of Ala- 
bamo-that powerful revolt agoinst those who scorned human dignity. 

Millions of citizens of our country followed with passionate interest the 
great liberty mardi from Selma to Montgomery and indignantly con- 
demned the racist mob attadcs on the peaceful, unarmed marchers. 

When Dr King and Dr Abernathy marched ta Washington at the head 
of a huge army of civil rights fighters, the call for liberty and human rights 
which rang out there was whole-heartedly supported here by a liberated 
population. The people of the GDR have always been on the side of the 
other America; they have never confused oppressors and oppressed. 

When Martin Luther King, the great Afro-American hero of liberty and 
peace, was killed by a paid assassin as he stood on the balcony of a 
motet in Memphis, Tennessee, on April 4th. 1966 and sank into the arms 
of his best friend Ralph Abernathy, the horrifying news aroused deep 
sympathy, anger and indignation throughout the GDR. 

All the more attention was then directed to the man to whom the dying 
Nobel Prize-winner had called upon with his dying breath: "Ralph, you 
must leod my people across Jordan." 

The mass media of the GDR has again and again reported news of the 
Baptist preacher of Atlanta, now 45 years old, who once abandoned a 
promising university coreer in order to devote all his powers to the civil 
rights movement. His determined and uncompromising championship of 
Angela Davis, the young blade scientist and communist, has long been a 
model of courage. Incorruptibility and loyalty to the people's cause for the 



youth of the GDR and has been approved by young and old. Ralph Aber- 
nathy*s mobilising $peeA-CI accuse the American system l")-delivered 
on February 2nd, 1971 at a meeting In honour of Angela Davis* birthday 
in the crowded Manhattan Centre In New York, his appearance at the 
General Assembly of the World Peace Council in Budapest described as 
sensationol in politicol circles in western countries, ond his decision to 
visit Nixon's most prominent politicol prisoner In Morin County prison, 
aroused amongst the population of tholjDR on increasingly strong wish 
to meet this Important Afro-American politlcion foce to face. The GDR 
Peace Council delegation at the Budapest meeting seized this opportu- 
nity to extend a cordiol invitation to the courageous civil rights diamplon. 

Dr Abernathy was able to accept this invitotlon in autumn 1971, follow- 
ing a visit to the Soviet Union and before his attendance as guest of 
honour at the 4th All-Christian Peace Assembly in Prague. For two days, 
from September 27th to 29th, he was the guest of the GDR Peace Council 
and of the 17 million inhabitants of the socialist German stale. The 
number of hours available would normally be too few to establish a 
cordial contact, but great experiences and deep impressions never to be 
forgotten can sometimes be compressed into a very short period of time. 

This report Includes the most important events and typical episodes 
which occurred during Ralph Abernathy's visit and mission of good will 
to the GDR. 
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Meeting in the City Hall 



On the morning of September 28th. after a short visit to the newly-built 
city centre which has arisen out of the ruins of the war and the former 
dark, crowded slum area, Dr Abernathy and his friends entered the red- 
brick gates of Berlin's city haM» re-built os on exact replica of the old city 
hall. Lord Mayor Herbert Fechner accorded them a hearty welcome. He 
said in his short speech that it was an honour for all Berliners that such an 
outstanding Afra-Americon fighter for civil rights should visit their city 
hall. The population of the GDR stood firmly on the side of all the oppres- 
sed in the USA and sympothised with the upright champions who opposed 
racial hatred ond discrimination. Ralph Abernathy was a splendid repre- 
sentative of diese people. 

'We know that we have good friends here in the GDR and that our 
friendship has become firmer," the President of the SCLC replied. He 
willingly complied with Herbert Fechner's request to sign his name in the 
Golden Book of the GDR capital, which already contains the names of 
many prominent contemporaries. The two shook hands with a cordial grip 
which expressed readiness and the determination to continue the fight 
against the common enemy In close alliance. 
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Visit to the Church League 



Or Abernathy was given a cordial welcome by Berlin Bishop Dr Albrecht 
Schanherr and other churchmen when he visited the seat of the League of 
Evangelical Churches in the GDR. Pastor Rolf Dammann. Secretary- 
General of the League of Evangelical-Free Churdi Communities (Baptists) 
In the GDR, was also present Here, too, Pastor Abernathy sensed the 
some spirit of constant sympathy for Block America's struggle for freedom 
as thot prevailing throughout the GDR. Together with their fellow-clergy, 
Dr Abernathy and his friends recalled the letter recently written to him by 
Bishop Moritz Mitzenheim and other leading GDR theologians which was 
so thoroughly permeated by the Idea of solidarity. They hod expressed 
their thanks to Dr Abernathy for his decision to take up his stand for the 
prisoner of San Rafael in a letter re-prlnted In many newspapers. 'For us 
Angela Davis has become a symbol of the world-wide struggle against 
rociol discrimination and Imperialist oppression and exploitation/ the 
letter said. 'We ore thankful thot more and more Christians are overcom- 
ing the dangerous mistake of anti-communism and fighting with others 
for a world of social justice and peace . . . Please tell alt our Chrlstion 
brothers and sisters in the USA that we support their struggle against 
racial discrimination and fascist oppression." 
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Interview with "Neues Deutschland' 



Before entering the university named after the greot humanists Wilhelm 
and Alexander Humboldt In the early afternoon of September 28th, Ralph 
Abernothy gave a correspondent of 'Neues Deutschlond*. leading CDR 
doily newspaper, an exclusive interview on problems of the struggle 
against imperialism In the USA. 

"The white racists of the USA hove never abandoned their intention to 
destroy me and all others who hove stood up for Justice and equality. 
I believe that this will remain their intention so long as the evil plague of 
racism-a part of the system of Imperialism, colonialism and war-still 
exists on American soil", he said in the interview, which appeared the 
following day on the front page of the paper most read in the CDR and 
sent to sixty countries. 

*ln the American Declaration of Independence and in the Preamble to 
the Constituttoa Thomas Jefferson and the founders of the United States 
wrote nearly two hundred years ago that all men are equal and hove 
been given the same rights by their Creator. America must hark bade to 
the demands put forward at its own cradle. In our country people still 
preach democracy and at the same time deny the right to take part in 
democracy to the poor, the black and other minorities. 

"Injustice must die If democracy Is to live in the USA. This is the pro> 
gramme to which I have dedicated my whole life. For this I have been to 
prison thirty-one times, been beaten up and been the victim of brutal 
treatment And the supporters of this system know that the moin reoson 
for putting me and my friends in prison Is because we have not given in to 
their despicable practices. That is why we who want to make the American 
dreom of the post come true for all men are cruelly persecuted.* 

Asked why he had joined the ranks of those defending Angela Davis, 
he replied; 'Angela Davis is a symbol of what can happen to all blade 
Americans and all men of good will In the USA if they chompion the 
cause of the disinherited and oppressed. That Is why it is our duty to 



defend Angela Davis. Anyone who does not raise his voice against her 
persecutors todoy must share the blame if the disgrace whldi the Ger- 
mans brought upon themselves under Hitler Is one day repeated in the 
USA. 

"t join in the defence of Angela Davis because she Is a genuine human 
being and I am convinced that she Is being unjustly treated. My support 
of her rests on the fact that her fate can ov^^oke every young Negro in 
America today. If her persecutors win, I and everyone else who has dared 
to protest against injustice will be the next to suffer. 

*No. history must not be repeated. That Is why I am doing my utmost 
to help defeat the forces of fascism in America." 
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Amongst the Students 



Leaving their car on Unter den Linden in front of Berlin's Humboldt Uni- 
versity, Ralph Abernathy and his friends at once found themselves in the 
midst of an enthusiastic meeting even before the big demonstration of 
solidarity could begin In the Senate Hall. Together with the Chancellor. 
Professor of American Studies Dr Karl-Heinz Wirzberger. hundreds of 
students hod gathered spontaneously to give them a rousing welcome. 
Songs of the other America ring out. students press red and white carna- 
tions Into the guests' hands or raise aloft posters beoring the most popu- 
lar slogans of our day: 'Stop the war in Vietnoml" and "Release Angela 
Davis I' Ralph Abernathy and Joseph Lowery link arms with a student 
carrying the anti-war slogan. 

When our Afro-American friends raise clendied fists in the militant 
greeting of the black liberation movement and moke the V-sign, the sign 
of confidence in victory, enthusiasm spreads through the ranks of the 
GDR youth organisation in their blue shirts and blouses. American 
workers' songs, clapping and shouts of welcome occompany them to the 
Senate HalL 

Those assembled here understand the greatness and the future 
prospects of the other America. They see in Ralph Abernathy an envoy of 
the black people whose ancestors were abducted from the coasts of 
Africo more than four hundred years ago and brought to the 'New World" 
in the dank galleys of slave ships. But they also see in him the represen- 
tative of the BJock America whidi sent fifty-four of its sons to Join eodi of 
George Washington's battalions in the great war of liberation and fought 
in hundreds of thousands for freedom and human dignity under Lincoln, 
in the forces of a President who before being strudt down by the enemy 
corresponded with Karl Marx and made one of the first communists. 
Joseph Weydemeyer. a General of the Army of the Northern States. These 
are facts whidi the anti-communists of modern America prefer to forget, 
along with the glorious traditions of the blade citizens of their country, 
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Portrait photo: Pastor Dr Ralph David Abernathy. President of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conferer^ce (SCLC) 
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Cordial welcome by Professor Dr Ciinther Drefohl. President of the CDR Peace 
Council, at Berlin -Schdnefefd Central Airport 
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^ ^ Neues Deuischiand 



Ro/p/) Abemafhy 
an Angelas Seife 
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Vereinler Ruf nach 
Freiheif fiir Angela 



SJcrlitteriSeituno 

R. Jibenalhf: 
•EiC Tobudai nil dec DDRi 




Ehning fiir Pastor Abemathy 



NEyLZEJI 

Echte Freunde in der DDR 

BfTcnod B^ph AbmiBllw WswhU Befl"CT OB 

Der Kampf geht weiter 
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GDR press heodlines poying tribute to Ralph Abernothy as the courageous com- 
rade-in-arms of Martin Luther King and firm defender of Angela Davis 
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Chancellor Proressor Dr Wlrzberger (first row right) extends a cordial welcome 
before the gates 



u *^u ^'D' ^°" **' l^® 9^** *'?P'***'' "^^'''" '* P^o"** o' VO"' visit.- said Lord Mayoi 
Herbert Fechner when he welcomed the Americon friends 
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J Signing the Gofden Book of the GDR copitol 



Greeting with flowers before the gotes of Humboldt University on Unter den Linden 















* *■ )■ 



■■4«V 







K;^5=rte^,*-,=-i;x^-j»^ 



^Mli^. 







f-j 





■^^~% I 





':'r.'^t\:L'ro°j,°ir^^^^^^^^^^^ 




lt«s^'"*"*'"''" '^''^ «""™thy write, in the book of honour of Humbold. 




^'^'>^^^:^^Z'Z:s^^:^:s^!:^-2 <'^'" -- -' 



'isibly moved by the Berlin studenti* welcome 
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Martin Luther King, later murdered by racists, preached from this pulpit in Septem- 
ber 1964 




Service in the crowded Church of St Mary - the old main church in the new Berlin 
city centre 



Pastor Ralph Abernothy and his wife with Bishop Albrecht Schonherr and Professor 
Dr Giinther Drefohl (third and first from right) during the service 




Festive dinner in honour of Dr Abernothy and his friends in the GDR Government 
GuestHouse on Tholmonn Plotz, Senior Church Counsellor Dr Gerhord Loli, Vice- 
President of the GDR Peoce Council, delivers the speech of welcome 



--^ 











' <. 





ii 



. . . ..■.fe».M;imAa.>VLMiLXA.i{^g^^i|i|;j 



.=-^ 




Ralph Abernoihy conversing with Professor Albert Norden, member of the Political 
Bureou of the Centrol Committee of the SED ond member of the Presidentiol 
Committee of the World Peace Council 




The greot Afro-American people's leader receives the German Peace Medal from 
the hands of Professor Dr Drefohl 
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AbernathyondPos'toVRof D,,^™ °c '•'*.^'"P«« Church of Horlem, Rolph D. 









"As pastor and theologion I om of the opinion thot the GDR embodies whot we 
aspire to in the world.* 



I am already looking forward to my neirt visit to your Republic," soys Rolph 
Abernathy to Werner Rumpel, Secretary-General of the GDR Peace Council (left), 
who together with other outstanding public figures paid a cordial forewell to the 
Afro-American guests on their departure for the 4th AH-Christion Peace AssembN 
m Prague ' 
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Only a few days after Rolph Abernathy's visit to the GDR the deep »y"^P°t'?> °| ^J'* 
GDR citiieni with the struggle ogoinsl racialism and irnper.al.st ««P'»'*°J'^^^^^^^^ 
peaceful world end justice was monifesled at a powerful meeting m Frankfurt/Uder 
in which Fania Dovts- Jordan. Angela's sister, took port 



The Senate Hall is packed to the doors and every window-sill is crowded. 
In his welcoming address Professor Wirzberger recalls that two great 
Negro Americans-Paul Robeson and William DuBois-received honorary 
doctorates of Humboldt University in the same hall. Amidst bursts of 
applause, and with visible emotion, Ralph Abernathy addresses the aca- 
demic youth of the GDR: 

*The knowledge that so many yojug people are on our side gives me 
new hope and new courage in the conviction that we shall be victorious 
in our common struggle,' he said. There was complete silence when he 
spoke of the bitter fete of Angela Davis. The thoughts of young and old, 
of grey-haired professors and first-year students, were at that moment 
with Angela Davis, the brave young communist In the power of an enemy 
prepared to go to any lengths. 

Block and white hands were firmly clasped towards the end of the 
meeting when the American moss song -"We shall overcome'-rang out. 
Although ideologies may not always be the same, the readiness to line 
up as soldiers on one and the some front against Imperialism Is common 
to all. 



13 









V ..| 



\:::/9 









^'^ 



Although only a few hours remained to send out invitations to the service 

planned for the early evening at St Mary's Church, thousands turned up 

for it Many of the Christians and non-Christians gathered here were also 

present on that memorable day in September 1964 when Martin Luther 

King, spending a few hours in the GDR capital, preached from the same 

pulpit as that from which Ralph Abernothy spoke. Their thoughts returned 

to the brief meeting with the man already destined to die by the American 

rocisu even before Bishop Schonherr recalled him in his words of greeting 

Martin Luther King had become a symbol of the struggle for the dignity 

of man, said the Bishop. But Ralph Abernathy now took over the pulpit 

from his teacher and friend who had died too soon-not only in the literal 

but also in o figuraUve sense. Dr Abernathy marched fearlessly along 

Martin Luther King's road. Bishop Sch6nherr paid express tribute to Dr 

Abernath/s persistent and courageous struggle for liberty for Angela 

Davis, communist and champion of civil rights. Christians in the GDR 

would not only continue to follow with sympothy the Blade Americans* 

struggle against discrimination; they would also do their utmost to give 

them active support, the Bishop concluded. 

Pastor Abernathy spoke on the Imperative message of the Gospel. He 
said that the warm reception and proofs of friendship which he had re- 
ceived in the GDR were a tremendous encouragement to carry on the 
struggle against racism and injustice with even greater devotion. He was 
ogainst all unworldliness in theology and called for a gospel of action 
and not mere rhetoric. Preaching the Gospel to the poor also meant 
working out a programme of action to overcome poverty. 

Referring to the double-tongued nature of official US politics. Dr Aber- 
nathy said that the USA liked to be colled a 'Christian nation" but that 
fewer than 10 per cent of the population controlled more than 90 per cent 
of the wealth of the notion, while one fifth of all US citizens-obout forty 
million people-lived In desperate poverty. 
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In interpreting a Bible text. Dr Abernathy spoke about what could be 
called good news which fills mankind with Joy: "If the USA withdrew its 
troops from Vietnam, if Angela Davis were free, if the 40 thousand million 
dollars spent on sending men to the moon were spent to help those 
discriminated against because of their race to win bade their rights, if 
there were no more political prisoners In the USA and the blade popula- 
tion received their rights-thot would be really good news.* 

He was well aware that his critics and opponents at home were suspici- 
ously watching what he did and said In Europe. He could only reply, with 
Martin Luther: 'Here I stand. I can do no other, God help mel' 
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Reception in the Guest-House 




Sallnn P^t^ ! T"""" '" •'"' Government Guest-House on 

Thalmann-Plotz g.ven by the Peoce Council. Here the A^ericon friend, 
m« outstond,ng representotives of the German worker," and fomier,- 

Cent™. Comm.nee of the SED and prominent representoBve of the wortd 

Wol^P ^^ ;T" °' *'"' Christion-Democrotic Union, Dr Heinrid, 
"Ichl'l n '"'""'^°"'*°'*''^°°'^°"'''^<'P"»^Chai™„n 

of the Christ.an.Demac™tic Union; Professor Dr Gunther Drefahl. P«s.- 

So^ofc? ?. Tr ^°""'"' ^"'"^ '^'''^•""'- V'ce-Pre,iden.\^Thl 
Notonol Council of the Notional Front, ond other representatives of the 
ocadem,c*orld ond of thewomen's and youth organisotions. Alsopre«»,t 
were members of the five political porties in the GDR and of all the 

&arth of the Moscow Patriord, In Central Europe. FriU Flint Deputy 
S«:re.ary of State or Churd. Affairs and member of the Chrlstlan-Demo 
cratic Unton. also had a seot at the head of the golly decoroted table. 
Senior Chur-d, Counsellor Dr Gerhard Lotz. Vice-President of the GDR 

w^ * f "'t""'^ "'^ ^""'' ""'' Introduced Professor Norden, 

who then welcomed them on behalf of the party of the communists of the 
GDR. He pointed out thot the reception wos being held in a building not 

l^ZIH """"l '""' ""'"''' "'"^ Choncellory. where the Ge™o„ 
oscists hod once forged the raciolist and oggressive plan, whld, shodced 
fte world and issued the orders to have these plons corriod out The 
GDR. reodlness to support the civil rights movement in the USA was 
especially strong just because of the bmer experiences of racism under 
the Nazis In Germany. "We ore against racism becouse it Is a component 
of ho war of aggression to whld, twenty million Soviet citiiens, six million 
Poles ond many other people fell victim up to 1945.' he said. Referring to 
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Europe, Professor Norden stressed thot: 'We diompion Europeon security 
so firmly todoy becouse we wont to be assured that the present frontiers 
will remoln» so thot no new war-with its inevitoble racist aims-con ever 
ogain breolc out over Europe and then, o$ we know from experience, 
spread throughout the world. We are in favour of peaceful co-existence 
with the FRG. with West Berlin, with the USA. We want to be left in peace 
and to build up our state in peace. We are firmly on the side of the sons 
and daughters of the American civil rights movement." he went on. "Your 
efforts ore also a help to us. for we know that this great movement to 
which people like you, Angela Davis and many others belong also helps 
us in our struggle. Our people In the GDR know very well who Dr Martin 
Luther King, Rolph Abernothy and Angela Davis are because we talk to 
everybody, from kindergarten to university, about your struggle.' 

To the accompaniment of applause from all present he assured his 
friends and fellow-fighters against Imperialism, racism and war: 'We 
shall preserve the alliance with oil those who are fighting with us for the 
same aims.' 

The member of the Political Bureau of the SED ond the representative 
of the Afro-American popular movement, men of different backgrounds 
and different ideologies, who are nevertheless closely linked by a com- 
mon loyalty to peace, liberty and human dignity, embraced cordially. 

In the course of the evening Professor Dr Drefahl presented Ralph 
Abernothy with the German Peace Medal on beholf of the Presidium of 
the GDR Peace Council. Dr Abernothy was deeply moved and hod to 
pause for a few moments before replying. 'My heort Is overflowing with 
joy." he began. "You hove made me feel like a human being today. 
I myself live in a society which Is always trying to moke me believe that I 
am less than a man and not capable of doing anything good or useful. 
But from the day I t>ecame a man I hove never ceased to fight for equality 
for the block population of the USA." 
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A Guest of the Christian-Democratic Union 
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The grandson of a plantation slave and son af poor parents who spent 
their entire lives In a society which oppressed them, he spoke very openly 
about the difficulties which confront every genuine son of the people In 
his struggle. He wos especially pleosed. he said, that his wife was able 
to live through these wonderful hours in the GDR with him. Sometimes, 
when he had to say goodbye to her to go to prison ogoin, she had asked 
him: 'Why? Whot is the sense of a life tike this, How long will I still hove 
to be fother and mother of our four children?' 

He. too. sometimes felt tired. At such times doubts crept in. "There hove 
been times when I wonted to give up, go off on a side-trade, not keep 
stroight on. Times when I wos in donger of stumbling. Times when my 
strength seemed to dry up ond I thought everyone had olreody forgotten 
us," Rolph Abernathy said. 

In this threatening situation God hod sent him on o trip to the Soviet 
Union, a trip which had also brought him to the GDR. And addressing 
himself quite personally to his friends in the socialist German state, he 
recalled an old saying often used in the American south: Every cloud has 
a silver lining . . . 

'You in the GDR ore now that silver lining for me. I thank you from 
the bottom of my heart So long as I have breath in my body t shall go on 
fighting against racism, imperiollsm, war and poverty.' 

Referring to the high award he had received, he said: "There is one 
thing you must know. There will be dirt on this medal, for I shall wear it In 
prison and fighting on the streets. You con be sure af this, that I shall 
always be worthy of this honour and shall not disappoint you." 

He closed his short speech with the words: "President Kennedy once 
said in West Berlin that he was a Berliner. I want to change that and say: 
1 am a citizen of the German Democratic RepublicI" 



Ralph Abernathy had some business to attend to in West Berlin on the 
morning of September 29th and he asked the secretary of the Peace 
Committee there to occompony him. When he returned to the GDR capitol 
he visited Otto Nuschke House, the seat of the Christian-Democrotic 
Union, eorly in the afternoon, on the invitotion of Its chairman, Gerald 
G6tting. They hod on extremely friendly talk. 

Gerald Gatting told Dr Abernathy of the correspondence which he hod 
had for mony years with Martin Luther King and obout a personal meeting 
in Geneva. He recalled o letter written by the first SCLC President In May 
1965. 'Your support inspires me and all those who are pledged to fight 
for humon rights. You con rest assured that your approval is of inestimable 
value in our struggle ond for our future success,' Martin Luther King hod 
written to Gerald Gotting. 

And in a letter of January 8th, 1968 there was the following moving pas- 
sage: "Amidst the agonising, olmosl doily criticism and insults your letter 
is like a reviving and refreshing spring of love and good will. This is surely 
the encouraging spirit we all need so much in order to corry on with our 
work.' 

Gerald Getting stressed his joy in making the acquaintance of the man 
who hod taken over the lestoment of Martin Luther King. Christians and 
Marxists and the entire population of our country felt closely linked up 
with him and his friends. 

Dr Abernathy was deeply moved when he received from the hands of 
the Chairman of the CDU the first copy of a licensed edition of Coretta 
King's book-'My Life with Mortin Luther King" -printed by the CDU 
publishing house. Expressing his thanks for this valuable gift, he said: 
'Every minute of my stay in your wonderful country was filled with joy and 
valuable political experience. I go bock to my country the richer for hovirxg 
learned to know and appreciate the German Democrotic Republic." 
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Press Conference at the Airport 



Two hours before his departure for Prague Ralph Abernothy gave journa- 
lists of the GDR press, radio and TV another opportunity to ask questions 
of him. Replying to a reporter who oslced him what was the strongest 
impression he would talce with him of the GDR, he replied: "For me the 
people of the GDR were my greatest experience. 1 have seen that they are 
happy and friendly to oil progressive forces. I have found here no starving 
people and no super-ridi people, but people who ore enjoying the great 
blessings of their country. What we are still fighting for in the USA is whot 
has already been adiieved in the GDR. That is why I feel myself closely 
bound to the population of the GDR." 

To an ADN (GDR news ogency) correspondent he said: "From now on 
I am a part of the international movement for recognition of the GDR 
under international low. For the GDR is an historical fact It is stupid of 
any country to try to ignore the GDR.* 

Asked what had happened when he visited West Berlin, Dr Abernothy 
replied: 'Seven years ago, when I occampanied Dr Martin Luther King 
on his European tour, we stayed in West Berlin and Dr King paid a short 
visit from there to the GDR capital to preach in St Mary's Church." Much 
hos changed since then. This time he and his friends had stayed in 
the GDR capital ond paid a short visit to West Berlin. 'I was homesidc 
for the GDR after a few hours. There was too mudi there to remind me of 
America." West Berlin seemed quite different to him this time, he said. 
But this was obviously not because of the city itself, but because of 
himself. "It Is I who have changed." 

Dr Abernothy was surrounded by cameramen, press photographers and 
radio reporters right up to the lost minute and the final leave-taking was 
without formality or polite conversation-o leave-toking between friends 
and comrades-in-arms. Two days are normally o very short time to moke 
friends with o complete stranger, but Ralph Abernothy was no stronger 
to the GDR. 
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He takes more than recollections of friendship with him-mudi more. 
And he leaves mudi more behind him: a mudi stronger conviction 
amongst the populotion of the GDR that we must always give our support 
and solidarity to the America of the oppressed, who ore protesting, rising 
up and fighting. The "Auf Wiedersehen" spoken ot the gangway thus 
has literal meaning. 
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INFORMATIVE NOTE 

Date 3*23^72 



Attached states the FBI Office in 
Buffalo, New York, received an anonymous 
telephone call from male individual who 
stated "Abernathy will be assassinated 
before leaving Buffalo," after which he 
hung up. Ralph D. Abernathy, President, 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC), reportedly was scheduled to give 
a talk in Bujffalo on 3-23-72. 

The information regarding the 
anonymous telephone call was furnished 
the Buffalo Police Department and 
Secret Service. Buffalo Office is being 
instru cted to make certain police appropr 
ately notily^bernathy of threat. 
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MAR 2 3 i37: 

teletype: 



NR005 BU Pii^IN 

645PM HffeENT 3-23-72 

TO D^ECTOR (ATTN: DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION) 

E1<0M BUFFALO C15 7-NEW) IP 





r".i. Cor.7=d- 

Mr. Da);3y 

to. Cleveland- 

Mr. Por.r.'sr 

Mr. Bates 

Mi. V,'or-7rt 

Mr. Wa; n 

Mr. Scycs 

Tele. Hi.,r.i 



Miss Hc..-ea_ 



(7) Extremist Matter 

REV. RALPH D. ABERNATHY; EM-SCLC. 

Southern Christian Leadership Conference 




AT FOUR TEN PM, INSTANT DATE, THE SWITCHBOARD OPERATOR 
OF THE BUFFALO FBI OFFICE RECEIVED A CALL FROM AN UNKNOWN 
MALE WHO STATED "ABERNATHY WILL BE ASSASSINATED BEFORE LEAVING 
BUFFALO," AFTER WHICH HE HUNG UP. 

REV. RALPH D. ABERNATHY, PRESIDENT OF THE SCLC, 
ACCORDING TO TODAY'S "COURIER EXPRESS," A BUFFALO DAILY NEWSPAPER, 
IS SCHEDULED TO GIVE A TALK AT EIGHT PM INSTANT DATE AT 
THE D'YOUVILLE COLLEGE STUDENT CENTER, BUFFALO, NY. 

THE FOREGOING INFO WAS FURNISHED AT FOUR S I XTEJE:«^j««1 
INSTANT DATE TO 
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NY PD AND AT FOUR TWENTYEIGHT PM.TOl_ 
U.S. SECRET SERVICE/BUFFALO. ^^ 

HOLD PLS FOR ONE MORE .^tWH ^* "aq^ 
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UNITED STAlx^S 'GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



DIRECTOR, FBI 
(ATTENTION: DID) 
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FROM -: 



[UBJECT: 




SAC, BUFFALO (157-1507) (RUC) 

REVEREND RALPH D* ABERNATky. •' 
EM -■^SCLC W..^::#r- . ■^^,.';vfHV; 



DAra: 3/30/72 

U1G 




Re Buffalo teletype to the Bureau, 3/23/72. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are two xerox copies of an 
article appearing In the "Courier Express" newspaper, a 

Jnf ?i°' S®"" ^"""^ ^^^^y newspaper, dated 3/24/72, coAcerning 
the threats upon subject's life and his personally beln^ 
advised by the Buffa^|New York Police Department. . ° 

<^- Bureau (Encs. 2) (RM) ^i 
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ENCLOSURES TO THE BUREAU FROM BUFFALO (2) 

REVEREND RALPH D. ABERNATHY 

EM - SCLC i ,• ■ 

Buffalo File 157-1507 \ 
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Two xerox copies of an article 
appearing in the "Courier Express" 
newspaper, dated 3/24/72 j 
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Letter, 3/30/72 
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']Dr. Aberiiathy Raps 
Wixon'on'Major Issues 



The hard-hitting, politically 
active Rev. Dr. Ralph D. Aber- 
nathy, Martin Luther King*s suc-- 
cessor as head of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Confer- 
ence, appealed here Thursday 
night to the nation's black and 
vhite voters to "drive the re- 
. actionary forces fron^ the com- 
mand posts of power in this 
counto'." 

He lipped into President 
Richard Nixon's Administration, 
especially on the school busing 
issue. His responsive,, racially 
mixed audience — nearly all of 
It college students — often ap- 
plauded or answered **Ri?ht 
on!" as he spoke at D'Youviile 
College in an Ethnic Week 
cVciit spcn^crcu ' t^y ilc i^iuc^ 
Students* Assn. 

Told of Threats 

Dr. Abemathy said police met 
him at the plane, whicli was de- 
layed more than three hours by 
bad weather, and told him there 
had been threats here against 
his life. He declared he was 
under police protection but 
added: 

"I'm not scared by bullets, I 
don't have time to think about 
dying." 

Dr. Abemathy then quoted the 
late Dr. King, with whom hcM'as 
.closely associated in the Mont- 
later equal rights actions: 

**n a man has nothing to die* 
for, he has nothing to live for." 

Offers Suggestions 

Dr. Abemathy built his speech 
around defining and suggesting 
solutions for abuses he said are 
hurting the nation he loves. 

;Amohg tliem, he listed: 

Vietnam: "The President 
should end the war, not wind it 
6own. More bombs have been 
dropped in Vietnam than in WW 
II and the Korean war combined. 

. We must end all war." 

y— Too much militar>\ spend- 
ijg. "Let us stop building' bombs 
;jr.d to start rebuilding oiu* 
nities — Buffalo Included." 
iut too often, he warned, "ur- 



ban renewal is urban removal 
of black people.'* 

Educational System 

—"An educational system that 
is irrelevant and dishonest." 
It fills jails with poor, youn^ 
blacks but fills collc^^e cam- 
puses mostly with privileged 
whites, he complained. He said 
whites saw nothinsr wrong in 
busing their chfldren many 
miles past dclapidated black 
schools to superipr facilities 
but now call it wrong to bus 
inner cily blacks to superior 
schools in the suburbs. Dr. 
Abcrnathy accused President 
Nixon of trying to tamper with 
the courts, called this conira^^' 
to the Anoricsn rrin'*in!'* cf 
separation of powers and 
warned that it's .the road to 
dictatorship. 

—Racism.. "The responsibility * 
to stop it begins with the Presi- 
dent. We must stop tr>'ing to 
keep our children apart. The 
sooner we net together, the hap- 
pier Wfc will be . . . Whites must 
share power with blacks, wom- 
en, the poor and the y oung." ^ 

Secret Government* 

—"Secret and imreprescnta- 
tive government.** "I'm tired 
of an illegal war opposed by 
•the great majority of the peo- 
ple and tired of lies about Atti- 
ca, Cambodia, Paris peace talks 
and shootings at Kent State and 
Jackson State Universities. We 
the people must use our influ- 
ence for honest, open, represent- 
. ative go\'efnment," Dr. Abei^ 
nathy insisted. 

He accused ''President Nixon 
of "trying to turn- back the 
clock*' in a way that endangers 
civil rights gains wott* by the 
Southern Leadership i-Christian 
C(»nference under DVV King. 

"I'm no separatist;" Dr. Aberv 
nathy concluded. "I'm for In- 
tegration. It's impos.sible to de- 
stroy black Anicrica without de- 
stroying white America. I&lack 
is beautiful, but so is white, and 
tl?c most boauiiful color irt the 
world is black and white to- 
gether." . ■ ' r. 
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This Is a svuranary of lnformation~bbtained from a review of 
all "see" references to the subject in Bureau' files under the names ' 
and alia, ses listed. above. All references under the above names * ; 
containing data identical with the subject have been included except 
any indicated at the end of this summary undei? the heading REFERENCES 
NOT INCLUDED IN THIS SUMMARY. References indicated in the block as 
SI contain the same information as the foregoing serial although the 
information may have been received from a different source, 

; THIS SUMMARY HAS BEEN PREPARED POR USE AT THE SEAT OP 

^ GOVERNMENT AND IS NOT SUITABLE FOR DISSEMINATION. IT IS DESIGNED TO 
^.FURNISH A SYNOPSIS OP THE INFORMATION SET OUT IN EACH REFERENCE AND > ;;^ 
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ABBREVIATIONS 



Add. Info Additional Information appearing In 

this reference which pertains to 
Ralph David Abernathy can be found In 
the main file or elsewhere In this 
summary. This Information may have 
been received from a different source. 

BPP Black Panther Party 

PCPJ...' People's Coalition for Peace and Justice 

PPC Poor People ' s Campaign 

SCLC Southern Christian Leadership Conference 



***** 



Army Intelligence advised that a 1964 Congress of Racial 
Equality (CORE) (100-225892) letterhead bearing the address 38 Park Row, 
NYC,. listed Ralph Abernathy as a member of the CORE Advisory Committee. 



00-225892-1035 ep.3 



is^ 



(cDw The Phoenix Office revealed thatL 

was active In organizing persons from the Hopl and Zunl Indian Reservations 
to take part In the PPC at Albuquerque, New Mexico, during May I968. At 
this time he was known to have been associated with Ralph Abernathy 
during fund raising efforts. 

<l57-l4592-7 p. 5 







J 




SK?^^*~^u® following references pertain to the 5/I/69 edition of the 
?JrIn;%^M^r ^^?^«?.^rw^''*^°''" P^^llshed by the Clergy and Laymen Concerne. 
About Vietnam (CALCAV) (IO3-I70160) . The newsletter stated that Rev 
Ralph David Abernathy was one of the sponsors of the National Coxmcll 
to Repeal the Draft (NCRD), 201 Massachusetts Avenue, N.E., WDC. The 
NCRD had recently been formed to work for the complete and total abolition 
of the draft. 



REFERENCE 



^^' 



SEARCH ,..SL|P ,XAgE.. NUpER^ 



105-170160-112 ep.3 
-116 ep.3 




r 

tic 

bib 

c 



NYC Transit Authorit; 

.natio n dia ry and address 



On 6/17/6Q 
Police Department, Brooklyn,"NY ^urnTsR ec ^^om 
book, whlcn was the property of Ml^ 

BBBBBWWiWB^^^ ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^riis book wa sfomi^oi^ 
BMi LL Train by Transit Authority PatrolmarflllHllHHHflB Included In 
^r. ^^'^fess book part was the following: Ralph Abernathy, Private {kQk\ 
322-2494, SCLC - 522-1420. (No further details) ^ ^ 

00-384411-319 p. 2 



r 



bi 



400- 



REFERENCE SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

100-332485-51 ep. 9 (5/29/69 letter enclosed) ^ 

100-352389-132 ep. 18(6/1/69 letter enclosed) ^S^^) 



# 



-3- 



^ 
^ 



c 



.^M-t! 



fhe following references pertain to the participation of Ralph 
D.^teWtia^hy, SCLC head and a PPC leader. In the National Mobilization 
Committee to End the War In Vietnam (NMC) (62-111181) demonstration in 
San Francisco, California on II/I5/69. As of 4/14/69 Abernathy was co- 
chairman of the NMC. He spoke at the I1/15/69 rally held at the Polo 
Fields, Golden Gate Park. He criticized President Richard Nixon for 
failure to end US participation In the Vietnam War and for inattention 
to domestic problems. 



REFERENCE 

62-111181-2434 p. 4 
-2807 p. 4 
-3014 p. 2; ep.2 
-3336 p. 2 
-3352 p.l 
-3368 p. 2 

-3523 ep.6,10,15 
-3558 ep.36 
-3896 p. 18, 42 



SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 




bicf 



-' On 1/9/70 

advised that a rally* was held at Memorial Auditorium in Raleigh 

m protest of the death sentence given- Marie Hill, a young North Carolina 
Negro girl, following her conviction on a charge of murder. Reverend 
Ralph David Abernathy, SCLC President, was one of the speakers. 




100-457531-2 p, 



♦Probably in January 1970 



Army Intelligence furnished a report dated 3/4/70 captioned 
American Servicemen's Union. Rev. Dr. Ralph D. Abernathy, SCLC, was 
listed as an initiating sponsor of the Emergency Conference Committee, 
417 East 47th Street, Chicago, 111. 

4-2965-50-36 ep.63 



blt>ll 



1^-2$ 
(5^ 




advised that an xinldentifled Indian was 



^ 



(continued) 
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(continued) 

irwai^'Soro n5^. ^? ^f^^^'i! 1° ^^^^ someone kill Reverend Abernathy (Ralph) 
Z^fT\, anticipated that Abernathy would visit Seattle; however his 
12A6 Abernathy, was expected to be in Seattle on or about |/llo? 




62-109119-2466 p.l; ep.l 



m»i^- 



hll>^ calif aWi^^^rei^reSiy a'de?San?1n'fh4 ChSo"'' 
onl^l2/7g '^P?oinK°^' f '^' Claremont Graduate School in'^^laremo^? 
nhdiiyi :, Frolnes spoke concerning the indictment against him, the 
charges and the trial. He stated that the testimony of Ralph Ab4rnathv 
was irrelevant and immaterial (no further details) AOernathy 



176-1410-1480 ep.9 



r 



/ 



kic/" m. V. 4x ^f serial indicated t hat the above mentioned ! 
a»v*(, may be identical with — — ^i^— ^■— — ^— v-^x^^ i 



05-12869-206 p.l 




b2. 



l^t>^ 






Of the Ge orgia Black Li^er atTonFroTUlTsg^^^^^^^ 
570 mgnolia Street, had been closed firLie^ai^ion^S^eSoSo 
occupied a building belonging to the Hunter I??ee? Spfist^huf^Hhich 
was pastored by Ralph Abernathy, SCLC President in Atlanta bSt thi? 
house was razed on instructions from Abernathy in mid-leptember 197? 
and the group was forced to abandon the building at that time 



J57-16918-39 p. 2 
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^kT HIIHiliHIHIiBHHHHF Kent st^^ 

t;^^^ Kent, Ohio, advised that on 9/25/70 Tim ButzflHHmfwas a speaker 
In a memorial service honoring KSU's student^sho^^^May 1970. Butz 
gave a brief speech advocating non-violent measures to end the war In 
Vietnam and then he and Ralph Abernathy led a march to Taylor Hall at 
KSU. 

^^ 

00-461643-5 ep.3 



w '^ 



The following references pertain to Ralph David Abernathy and 
his association with Dom Helder Pessao Camara, Catholic Archbishop of 
Ollnda and Recife, from 3/5/70 to approximately November 1970 In Brazil, 
Camara's diocesan bulletin contained a statement calling for a world- 
wide campaign to awaken the conscience of all the people of the world 
to the great hxoman cost of poverty, racism and war. This statement^ 
.signed jointly by Camara and Abernathy, was not made public In Brazil 
but may have been published In Europe and possibly the US. 

REFERENCE SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

100-445781-23 ep.2 1^ 

109-12-205-375^ p.l; ep. 1,2 (Joint statement (^ 

enclosed) 

-3927 p. 2 CS^ 



The following references pertain to the Movement Speakers 
Bureau (MSB) (100-454802) from approximately October 1969 to November 
1970. Ralph Abernathy, SCLC Director and long-time civil rights activist, 
was listed in the MSB catalog and brochure as being available for speaking 
engagements through the MSB, NYC. 

REFERENCE SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

100-454802-5 p. 15, 23 irJ 

-6 p. 7 ^ (>i^ 

100-461359-9 p. 7 '^84^ 










furnished a printed letter dated 12/23/70, from 
Paul H. Sherry, Editor, addressed to "Dear Friend with the Movement", 
prepared on the letterhead of the United Church Board For Homeland 
Ministries. This letter enclosed a flyer describing the November-December 
1970 special issue of the "Journal", which included conversations with 
Ralph Abernathy concerning social change. 

Copy of letter and flyer enclosed 
3^-184369-526 ep.11,12 

The 1/8/71 issue of the 'baytona Beach Morning Journal" carried 
an article captioned "Goals for Poverty War", Hosea Williams, SCLC 
National Program Director, had arrived the previous day with three other 
SCLC workers to wage what he termed a "nonviolent" war on poverty. One 
of the individuals arriving with Williams was the Reverend Bernard Lee, 
Executive .Assistant to Doctor Ralph Abernathy, SCLC President. 

157-17951-6 p. 46 

Birmingham Office advised that the newly elected Negro officials 
were sworn in at the Greene Co^Inty, Ala., Courthouse on I/18/7I after a 
parade through downtown Eutaw. Speeches were given outside the courthouse 
and the principal speaker was Ralph Abernathy, SCLC. 

^4-43221-10 p. 1,2 



The following references pertain to the activities of Ralph 
D. Abernathy, SCLC President, in connection with the Commemoration of the 
Death of Martin Luther King, Jr., from approximately 4/4/69 - 4/3/71. 
Petitions urging Congress to pass a bill declaring January I5, King's 
birthday, a national and legal holiday were to be mailed to Abernathy 
for presentation to the President and Congress of the US. He was schedulec 
to meet with the Daytona Beach, Pla., Ministerial Committee to speak at 
one of the Daytona Beach Churches in connection with the commemoration 
of King's birthday and was also scheduled to speak in NYC at a demonstratlc 
in connection with the anniversary death of King. On I/I5/7I Abernathy 
spoke at a WDC church eulogizing King and stated that Black people would 
take January I5 as a legal holiday regardless of the action of Congress. 



REFERENCE 
100-106670-3691 p. 2 




SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 
(continued) 
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(continued) 

REFERENCE SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 



100-106670-3875 p. 2 
-3881 p. 2 
-3910 p. 2 

157-12709-499 ep.l 
-67OX p.l 



4i 




The following references pertain to Ralph D. Abernathy, SCLC 
leader. In connection with Student Agitation (62-112228) from 5/6/70 to 
approximately 4/16/71. Abernathy was scheduled to speak on "Black Rights" 
at the Colorado State University (CSU), to hold a press conference with 
the CSU campus newspaper concerning Cambodia^ and to go to Gainesville 
In support of black students at the University of Florida, On 6/I/70 
he spoke at an SCLC rally held at the Negro Masonic Temple, Jackson, Miss. 
Kj Abernathy emphasized the non-violent stance of SCLC, which supported the 
Xfct5 rights of blacks In the Jackson black boycott and teachers' grievances 
:%;v^ and Indicated he would leave Jackson on 6/2/70 for Atlanta, Ga. On 
;^r| 6/4/70 he arrived In Jackson from Atlanta and addressed a group of blacks 
^^^ who supported the boycott of white merchants. Later that day he spoke 

at an SCLC rally In Jackson regarding the "Road to Freedom". He departed 
Jackson on 6/5/7O en route to Atlanta. 

'"^ REFERENCE SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

62-112228-13-97 p. 9 C^) 




62-112228-5^-212 p. 2 

-213 ep. 3,4,6 

-218 p. 2; ep.2-16 (copy of 6/I/70 (not Indexed) 

speech enclosed) 
-219 ep.2,4,5 6not Indexed) 

-221 ep.1,5 

62-112228-63-146 ep.lO 



The following references In the file captioned "Black Panther 
Party" pertain to the activities of Ralph David Abernathy from approx- 
imately 5/1/69 to 4/21/71 In California, Illinois and Mississippi. 
Abernathy participated or was scheduled to participate in BPP meetings, 
benefits and affairs and was arrested. He was a sponsor of the "Committee 
to Defend the Panthers" which was located in NYC. He delivered a eulogy 

(continued) 
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(continued) 

at the funeral service for Pred Hampton, Illinois BPP Deputy Chairman, 
who was shot and killed. Abernathy was scheduled to participate at a 
teach-in at Sir George Williams University in Montreal, Canada. 



REFERENCE 

105-165706-1421 ep.l2,l6 
-1755 p. 1,2 
-1832 p. 1,2 

105-165706-9-600 ep.3 
-786 p. 24 
-1973 p. 42 
-2160 p.l 



105-165706-19-169 ep.2 
105-165706-26-1226 ep.l 
105-165706-34-2661 p.l 
105-165706-50-115 ep.2, 3 (Arrested) 
105-165706-84-766 p.l 



SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 







REFERENCE 



100-361031-1266 p. 2 

-1268 ep.3, 9 

-1269 p. 1,4,5; ep.1-4 

-1271 p. 3; ep. 4, 9,23-25,27,29, 31, 88, 
exhibit 76 p. 1-4 tphotographs 
and copy of 5/13/71 speech enclosed) 



SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 





(continued) 
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SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 



(continued) 

REFERENCE 

100-361031-1282 p.l; ep.1,2 



The following references pertain to the activities of Ralph 
David Abernathy, SCLC President and West Hunter Street Baptist Church 
pastor. In connection with the May Day Collective (MDC) (100-464219) and 
the People's Coalition for Peace and Justice (100-459771) from 2/^2/71 
to 8/14/71 In Florida, Georgia, Nevada and WDC. The MDC of the PCPJ 
sent out mailings soliciting nationwide support for demonstrations planned 
for 5/1-5/71, WDC. One of the mailings was an undated flyer captioned 
"Declaration of War Against Repression-A Call to Action" by Abernathy 
and Dr. George A. Wiley, Executive Director, National Welfare Rights 
Organization (NWRO). Abernathy advocated a war against repression which 
would begin with marches on State Capitols In support of demands of the 
NWRO for a guaranteed annual income as well as an end to political repres- 
sion and war. He participated or was scheduled to participate in press 
conferences, meetings, rallies and affairs including the M)C Conference 
that was to be held in Abernathy 's chxirch in Atlanta, on 8/13-17/71. 
He spoke at the 8/13/71 session and stated he was on his way home from 
the SCLC Convention in New Orleans. On 8/14/71 Abernathy would not permit 
MDC to hold any further activities at his church apparently because of 
the large number of homosexuals attending. 



REFERENCE 

100-463195-50 ep.20,21 (flyer enclosed) 

-635 p. 11, 15 
-982 p. 2 
-1046 ep.3 
-1074 ep.6,22 
-1082 ep.1,3,5,8 

100-459771-253 ep.7 

-263 ep.1,7,11 

-370 ep.7, 17,47,49-52, 5^ 

100-464219-1 ep.2,12,13 (flyer enclosed) 

-182 ep. 41, 42,44-46,48, 52, 57, 76, 88 
-197 ep.3, 4 
-198 ep.l 
-232 ep.5 
-257 ep.l2 

157-12709-674 p. 3; ep. 1,5,12-14 
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SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 
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.J 



^ On 9/22/7lJHHHBifurnlshed a flyer entitled "Free Angela 

Davis*, Doc Bryant*, Ronalca Williams* and All Political Prisonersi", 
which stated that Rev. Ralph Abernathy, SCLC leader, had spoken out 
publicly in support of Angela's right to bail and a fair trial. 

OrHSfiS*^"^ Flyer enclosed 

' "bLWvL' 100-463244-4 ep.5 

^. 

♦Leaders of the Alabama Black Liberation Front 



Chicago PD advised that the Business Executives Move for Vietnam 
Peace (BEM) (100-448287) held a rally in Chicago, 111., on IO/I/7I. A 
BEM peace award was given to Rev. Ralph Abernathy, SCLC President, at 
this rally. 



WO-448287-79 P.l 

y7fe' ^//glg^ fyxcrAzti^d. a copy of the IO/I-I6/7I issue of the "New 
University Conference (62-112109) Newsletter". An article captioned 
"Briefly Noted", indicated that the Angela Davis Legal Defense Fund had 
issued a pamphlet on the case called "On Trial: Angela Davis or America?" 
The pamphlet contained items by Ralph Abernathy (no further details). 

^62- 112109-401 ep.15 

bt^^ flPPHv burnished a copy of the November 1971 issue of "The 

Fiery Cross" (6l-104o6). This booklet carried an article captioned 
"Along The BLACK Front , which had a photograph of Rev. Ralph D. Abernathy, 
SCLC President, and stated that during his tour to Russian religious sects, 
Abernathy told a Russian Orthodox congregation, "We are one people though 
we hold two different ideologies, thoughts §Lnd beliefs." He was in Russia 
at the invitation of officials of the Russian Orthodox Church to help 
promote "World Peace and understanding". Abernathy said the Russian 
citizens were friendly and cordial and many were committed to Christian 
principles in the Soviet Union. 

^-104o6-84 encl.#l p. 24 Photograph 



(X^ 




-11- 



■ WW w. » -^«Tw w^ 



•^J 



The 11/11/71 "San Francisco Examiner" carried an article captions 
"Searches Hit By Angela's Attorney". Ralph Abernathy of SCLC was among 
the spectators at Angela Davis' (100-439922) trial*on II/II/71. 



%iB 



■apO-439922-A "San Francisco Examiner" 
(5^ 11/11/71 



♦Probably in California 



Jsl: 






) 



The following? references set out actual or potential meetings 
and affairs in which Ralph David Abernathy participated or was scheduled 
to participate. Abernathy spoke at many of these meetings and acted 
in a leadership capacity. He also criticized the FBI, 



DATE 



PLACE 



6/26-30/69 Atlanta 
(scheduled) 



8/12/69 Baltimore 
(scheduled) 



8/26/69 



Chicago 



9/21-23/69 Oklahoma 
City 



10/15/69 

10/15/69 
10/23/69 

12/8/69 



Red lands, 

Calif. 

Los Angeles 

Charleston, 
S.C. 



Newton, 
Mass. 




I£T 



SPONSOR 



REFERENCE 



SEARCH SLI 
PAGE NUMBE 



Women's Inter- 6I-I538-917 ep.l2 
national League for 
Peace and Freedom 

National Organizing 100-442529-2895 ep.2. 
Committee of Hospi- 3 

tal and Nursing 
Home Employees 



Illinois State 
AFL-CIO Convention 

Coalition of Civic 
Leadership 



157-14481-27 ep.l 
157-15014-7 ep.1-4 



Vietnam Moratorium 100-454565-502X1 p. 7^ 
Committee I7 



National Council of 100-442013-35 ep.2 
Distributive Workers 
of America 

Cultural Committee IO5-I65706-5-210 ep.l, 
of the Boston 2 

College Student 
Council 



(continued) 
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(continued) 

DATE PLACE 



3/8-14/70 Decatur, 
111. 



6/19/70 WDC 
(scheduled) 

9/3-7/70 Atlanta 



-- : -■> 










10/16-18/70 Toronto, 
(scheduled) Can. 


#i 


12/5/70 Georgetown, 
S.C. 



12/14-17/70 WDC 

1/29-31/71 Daytona 
Beach 



2/2/71 



NYC 



2/2/71 Manhattan 
(scheduled) Center, NY 




SPONSOR 



SEC^tl 



REFERENCE 



SEARCH SLIF 
PAGE NUMBER 



Mllllkln University 157-I7231-I ep.l 
campus organization 
For Soul Only 



BPP 



105-165706-53-296 p. 5 



Congress of African I57-I6554-61 ep.2 
Peoples -73 ep.3 

-167 p.l 
-270 ep.2 
-275 p. 28, 
29,46 
-290 ep.3 
-327 ep.35 
-344 ep.5 
-A "The ' 
Atlanta Journal and 
Atlanta Constitution" 
9/6/70 

Vietnam Moratorium 100-454565-1040 p. 2 
Committee 

APL-CIO United 157-19522-15 p. 1-3; 
Steel Workers Strike, ep.l, 2 

Georgetown Steel 
Company 



Black Caucus 
SCLC 



New York Committee 
To Free Angela 
Davis 



157-20574-1 p. 2, 3 
157-20818-2 p. 11, 12 



100-461284-39 ep.2 
-48 p. A, 
20 





(H) 

(Hi^ 




BP^ The Yovmg Lord?, 100-439922- A "Daily ]^ 
New York Committee World" I/13/71 

to Free Angela Davis, (newspaper 

and leaders of the photograph) 

people's movements 



(continued) 
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(continued) 

DATE PLACE 



V5/71 



4/24/71 



4/24/71 

5/2/71 
(scheduled) 

5/2/71 

6/19/71 

6/25/71 
(scheduled) 



NYCQi 



WDC 

WDC 
WDC 

WDC 




SPONSOR 

fiC I SCLC and National 
« " Welfare Rights 
Organization 

National Peace 
Action Coalition- 
PC P J 

PCPJ 
PCPJ 



Cairo, 111. 
Milwaukee 



11/15/71 Chicago 
(scheduled) 



People's Peace and 
PCPJ 

Cairo United Front 

PCPJ 



Coalition for 
United Community 
Action 



REFERENCE 



SEARCH SLIf 
PAGE NUMBEF 



157-12709-668 p. 2-4 



100-460998-325 p. 16 
100-463195-672 p.l 
(criticized FBI) 

-986 ep.4 

100-448092-178 ep.8 

100-463195-949 p. 4 

100-463195-683 p.l 

100-448092-420 ep.83 

100-459771-559 p. 1,2 
-589 ep.2 
-595 ep.7 
-609 ep.17 

157-14481-113 ep.2 



(>SJ 





^-■1 



The following references In the file captioned "Communist 
Infiltration of Southern Christian Leadership Conference" pertain to the 
SCLC civil rights activities of Ralph David Abernathy, .SCLC President -~ 
and pastor of the Atlanta West Hunter Street Baptist Church, from approx- 
imately April 1968 - December 1971. These activities took place in 
numerous cities throughout the US, East Germany, Hungary and Sweden. 
Abernathy was the late Martin Luther King's successor as SCLC President 
and struggled to carry out^ King's ideals. Because of lack of confidence 
in his own abilities and the fact that he and the SCLC Executive Vice 
President did not have confidence in each other, the SCLC administration 
was Jeopardized. Abernathy participated at meetings and affairs including 
the PPC in WDC, which led to his arrest, the World Peace Assembly in 
Budapest and national religious conventions. He spoke at the Senate ^ 
Hall of Humboldt University in Germany, visited Berlin's Lord Mayor Herbert ' 




(continued) 
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(continued) 

Pechner, and was awarded the first Martin Luther King, Jr., Memorial 
Award. According to a German publication Abernathy was imprisoned 31 
times in the US. In September 1971 he was en route to Russia for a 
speaking tour and on his return to the US he was to stop in Prague, 
Czechoslovakia to address the All-Christian Peace Assembly. 



REFERENCE 




SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 






-.4 



100-43879^-2698 ep.1,2 

-2709 p.lj ep.1,2 
-2715 ep.1-3 
-2726 p.l; ep.l 

-2739 ep.l 

-2792 p. 1,4,12,14,16,17,19-26 

-2795 

-2812 ep.l, 2 

-2815 ep.l, 7-11 

-2816 ep.l 

-2822 ep.l 

-2823 ep.1-3 

-2830 p.l 

-2835 ep.l, 2 

-2844 ep.l 

-2858 ep.l 

-2860 ep.l 

-2864 ep.l 

-2877 p.l J ep.l, 2 

-2878 ep.1-7 (arrested 6/23 or 24/69, 

WDC) 
-2880 ep.2 
-2891 ep.l 

-2924 p. 1,4,5, 11-16, 18-20, 22, 24, 25 
-2953 ep.l 
-2961 p. 2 
-2980 ep.4-6 
-2983 ep.1-3 
-3014 ep.l 
-3027 ep.l 
-3059 ep.l, 2 
-3065 p. 1,2 
-3067 p. 2 
-3071 
-3076 p. 2 

-3096 p. 1,2,9, 11-14,16-19, 25, 26 
-3113 ep.1-3 
-3116 ep.2 
-3121 p. 1,2 
-3122 
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(continued) 

REFERENCE SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 



100-43879^-3131 p.l; ep.1,2 Photograph 
-A "The Independent American" 
March-April, 1971 



il:i^ 



-A ^Washington h&±iy~Uevia'\9/20/fliifk/j ^6J 



-A "San Francisco Examiner" 9/^^^Oi| 



The following references pertain to the activities of Ralph 
- i David Abernathy, SCLC President, in connection with civil rights and 
;-_! racial matters from 11/26/68 to approximately I/20/72 in various cities 
--- ; throughout the US and Canada. Abernathy participated or was scheduled 
■■■' to participate at numerous meetings, rallies and affairs including the 

PPC in WDC, the Save Marie Hill Day Demonstrations in North Carolina, 
v; : the Second Annual National Survival Day in Cairo, 111., and the National 

)'^ Welfare Rights Organization demonstrations. He acted in a leadership 
:,= capacity and spoke at the majority of these affairs. A number of these 
.. :\! activities led to Abernathy 's arrests. He held press conferences and in 
^ki one instance called for the discharge of a North Carolina Highway Patrolman 

who killed a Negro who had attempted to escape custody and was killed 
— -- in the ensuing struggle. Abernathy spoke regarding Black voter registration 
sponsored and endorsed a march and xonvention and participated in rallies 
and marches in support of strikes, pickets and desegregation of public 
— ^ schools. He spoke at the Black Caucus of the White House Conference on 
■? J Children in WDC. Abernathy criticized the FBI and US participation In 
5;^:; the UN and Vietnam. 

REFERENCE SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

157-6-2349 p. 1,3 
-2937 ep.l 

157-6-2-2713 p.l; ep.l, 2 (criticism of FBI) 
-2720 ep.3 
^ -2727 ep.2,3 



-2742 ep.2 
-3051 ep.2 

157-6-4-3054 p.l 
-3057 ep.l 

157-6-8-3941 p.l,2j ep.l, 2 
-3975 p. 1,2; ep.l, 2 
-3982 p. 2; ep.l 




(continued) 




-16- 






'^a^f. I 



it--'*" 




(continued) 
REFERENCE 

157-6-28-1636 p. 2; ep.2-4(arrested Memphis, 

12/18/^9) 
-1664 ep.9,11 

157-6-29-2076 p. 2 

157-6-32-1172 p.l; ep.l 
-1199 p. 3; ep.3 
-1223 p. 2 

157-6-35-644 p. 1,2; ep.l 
-646 ep.1-3 

157-6-49-2916 ep.l 

-2929 p.l; ep.l 
-2933 ep.l, 2 
-3083 ep.8-10 
-3095 ep.lO 

157-6-53-2052 ep.l, 2 

157-6-54-3432 ep.24 
-3450 ep.5.9 
-3462 p. 1,2 

157-6-56-692 p.l; ep.2,5 
157-6-61-1993 p.l 

157-6-63-2295 ep.l, 2 
-2311 p. 2 

157-6-64-2206 p.l 
-2714 p.l 

157-6-66-676 ep.l, 2,4, 5 
-681 ep.2 
-686 p. 2; ep.2,3farrested Charleston, 

S.C., 6/20/59) 

-687 p.l (arrested Charleston, 6/20/69) 

-695 ep.3 (arrested Charleston, 6/20/69) 

-727 ep.2 

-789 ep.1,2 

-817 ep.9 



SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 



,A^ \ 
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(continued) 

REFERENCE 

157-2789-149 p.l 

157-8428-3098 ep.2-6 
-3114 p. 1,2 
-3127 p. 3,4 
-3132 ep.l 
-3136 ep.2 
-3138 ep.3 

157-8813-220 ep.2, 4, 8 
-224 ep.l 
-246 p. 2 

157-9079-1323 ep.48 

157-9432-3 ep.3, 4 

157-12275-8 ep.4 

157-12709-660 p. 1,2 

157-13569-28 ep.1-4 

-39 p. 1,2 (arrested Charleston, S.C., 

6/21/69) 
-61 ep.2 
-72 ep.2, 3 
-75 ep.3 
-76 ep.2 
-77 ep.2 
-79 ep.2 
-85 ep.1,2 
-90 ep.3 
-94 ep.3 
-102 ep.2 

157-14747-22 ep.l 

157-15689-15 ep.6,7 

157-15905-2 ep.6 

157-16231-2 ep.l 

-3 p. 1-4; ep.1-4 

157-18110-24 ep.4 



-18- 



SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 
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(continued) 
REFERENCE 
157-21892-2 ep.l 
157-22076-12 ep. 1-3, 5-1^ 
157-24339-2 ep.l, 2 




SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 
(>jQ 
(\,^ 



173-2883-44 ep.4,7 

-57 p.l; ep.5 (arrested Memphis, Tenn., 

11/10 or 11/69) 
-58 p. 2 J ep.2 
-60 p. 1,2; ep.l, 2 







The following references pertain to publications which contain 
Information regarding Ralph Abernathy, SCLC President^ from 7/17/70 to 
1/23/72 In WDC and Soviet Union. Abernathy participated In an anti-war 
campaign In WDC, went on a week-long lecture tour of the Soviet Unlon^ 
pledged his support to a programme proposed by the Northern Ireland Civil 
Rights Association and co-sponsored a protest contempt by the British 
Government for the Irish People In New York. He spoke against racism^ 
Imperialism, poverty. Injustice, the war In Southeast Asia and In defense 
of communist Angela Davis. 



REFERENCE 

Publications: Alphabetical Section "Combat" 
10/15/71 P.l 



SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUP^BER 



Publications: Alphabetical Section "National 

Review Bulletin" 10/15/71 P-B154 

Publications: Alphabetical Section "New Times" 
May 1971 p. 14 

105-193285-100 ep.8 

-A "Irish American News Review" NYC 
7/18/70 




The following references set out potential meetings and affairs 
In which Ralph Abernathy was a desired or contemplated attendee or par- 
ticipant. However, there was no Indication that he attended any of these 
affairs. 
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(continued) 

DATE PLACE 



6/28/69 Boston 

(in 

Charleston, 

S.C. Jail) 

7/4-5/69 Cleveland 



3/7-8/70 Chicago 



5/1-3/70 New Haven 



SPONSOR ^* REFERENCE 



Executive Council 157-13030-A "Boston 
of the United Church Globe" 

of Christ 6/25/69 



SEARCH SLI 
PAGE NUMBE 



(X) 



National Antiwar 
Conference 



Emergency Committee 
Meeting for Defense 
of the BPP 

Committee to Defend 
the Panther 21 




6/19/70 


WDC 


BPP 


8/8-9/70 


WDC 


BPP 


8/22/70 


Oxford , 
N.C. 


Black Solidarity- 
Day 


10/1-7/70 


Tallahassee, 
Pla. 


Malcom X United 
Liberation Front 



100-446997-11-9 ep.6 
100-454491-59 ep.l2 
-64 ep.15 

100-3-69-12039 ep.3 
-12042 ep.5 



105-165706-32-1179 p. 6, "^K3^ 

105-165706-53-243 p.l (^ 
105-165706-53-436x3 p.l ?^ 
157-18541-1 p.l X^ 



10/22-25/70 Stockholm, 
Sweden 



11/14/70 Georgetown, 
(unable to S.C. 
attend but 
sent tele- 
gram) 

2/l7r2l/71 Sydney, 

Australia 

Approxi- WDC 

mately 

4/2/71 






International Com- 
mission of Inquiry 
into US War Crimes 
in Vietnam 

United Steel WSrkETS 
of America 



157-16639-21 p.l 
100-458551-15 ep.5 






157-19522-11 p. 2; ep.l, f^) 



National Anti-War 100-462381-1 p.l 
Conference (Add. info.) 



PC? J 



100-463195-2x5 ep.4 
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(continued) 
DATE 

V15/7I 

V2V7I 

5/1/71 



V 



PLACE 



SPONSOR 



or. „ 

kbTi 




Los Angeles Los Angeles Out 
Now Coalition 

San Francisco Los Angeles Out 
Now Coalition 

San Francisco, Several groups 



Calif. 



6/26-27/71 WDC 



■M^^. 



latter 
part of 
1971 



during fall 
and winter 
of 1971 
and 1972 



Bologna, 
Italy 



Columbus, 
Ohio 



including the 
Free Angela Davis 
Committee 

Congress of African 
Peoples 

International 
Conference for 
Peace and Justice 
in the Middle East 

Afro- Am 
(157-16949) 



REFERENCE SEARCH SLIi 

PAGE NUMBEF. 

100-460998-209 ep.54 ^ 
100-463195-268 p. 3 iS^ 
100-463195-748 p. 2 ('^ 



157-16554-34-15 ep.2 .THJ 
157-16554-53-22 ep.lO (>4^ 

100-449054-25 ep.l '^i^ 



157-16949-12 ep.ll 




(^ 



'&Ji 



***** 



REFERENCES NOT INCLUDED IN THIS SUMMARY 



The following references on Ralph D. Abernathy and Ralph 
Abernathy maintained in the Special Pile Room of the Records Branch, 
Piles and Communications D^ivision, were not reviewed, and it is not known 
whether they are identical with the subject of this summary. 



REPERENCE 




SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 
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(continued) 
REFERENCE 







100-3-116-1456 

100-448006-1294 

105-67845-21870 
-36673 
-36877 
-37497 
-38250 



SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 





The following references on Ralph Abernathy maintained In the 
Domestic Intelligence Division were not reviewed and It Is not known 
whether they are Identical with the subject of this summary. 



REFERENCE 

65-74060-1778 

100-3-116-762 
-1053 



SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 



>3^ 

1^ 



The following references on Ralph Davlvi. Abernathy were not 
available during the time sianmary was being prepared. 



REFERENCE 

100-438794-2805 

100-459771-310 

157-6760-35 p. 8 

157-6760-A "Chicago Sun Times" 2/II/7I 
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SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 

^^ 
C8§J 
(X) 




o 




(>r^^ 



See the search slip filed behind file for other references 
on this subject which contain the same Information (SI) that is set 
out In the main file. Although the information is the same It may have 
been received from different sources. 
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SUBJECT; fiEUC^i^TBATIQN OF CITY SANITATION 
VOfiKEBS, CHARLESTON, W. VA., 
10/16/72 
CIVIL UNfiEST 
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Be Pittsburgh teletype dated 10/16/72, and 
Pittsburgh Bltel to Bureau dated 10/17/72. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are 8 copies of an UDl 
and for Atlanta 2 copies of LBM dated and captioned as abore. 

LEAPS: 

PIITSBCBGH 

AT CBABl^ESTOK, W. VA. (KA'iAWHA COUMTT) 

Will continue to follovr'fjaptioned matter, 

/- • 

(^. Bureau (Encs.^f °^°^<9' 

(1 > lOO'BAlPH IMTID ABEBKATOT) 

•■• (1 - loo-scMJ) .•• '-.. .-. ^---; >.•' ■ \'- 

■ .9 - AfUnta (1 - lOO-BAIfB SAViD ABEBMATUT (£ne.~a) 
<I - 100-5718 ~ fiCLC) ^ - ^ 
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demonStrXtion of city sanitation 
w01{kers, chableston, w. va., 

OBER 16, 1972 - - ' ■ 
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ivise 



rjber 16, 1972,1 ^^ _ 
J Police Department, Charleston, W. Va, , 
eral Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Resident 
Agency, Charleston, W. Va., that he had received information 
that approximately 50 Negro and white City Sanitation workers 
planned to demonstrate at the City Council meeting to be 
held on O ctober 16. 1972, at 8:00 FM, in the City Hall. 
■■BmiP stated the strikers reportedly planned a sit-in 
a^Th^neeting of the City Council, The strikers are to 
appear at the City Council meeting, in connection with a ten- 
week old strike by Sanitation Workers of the City of Charles- 
ton during which time 52 of the approximately 150 workers 
who originally went out on strike have b een fir e d ^ bv the Cit^ 
Administration and will not be rehired. 

stated the strikers originally walked oft^their jobs in a 
dispute with the City Administration in which the strikers 
jd^emanded rec ognition of their union, The American Federation 
of State, County, and Municipal Employees, AFL-CIO, Local 
#1548, and the demand that a grievance procedure be established. 
Mayor John Hutchinson stated the strike was illegal under the 
laws of the State of West Virginia which forbids striking by 
public employees. Mayor Hutchinson refused to meet the 
demands of the strikers. 

On September 27, 1972, Kanaviia County Circuit Judge 
Frank L. Taylor, Charleston, W. Va., declared the strike to 
be illegal and enjoined the strikers from striking and from 



This docvmient contains neither recommenda- 
tions nor conclusions of the FBI. It is 
the property of the FBI and is loaned to 

Sour agency; it and its contents are not to 
e distributed outside your agency* 

m 



SHCLO, 



^m 



inTihi-n'-ifniiif-'irrir-i 



■<-i(rir-'»rmik-Mrw 



r 'r-irihtii-iriiwMfiir 



o 



. } 

b 



ihatjiaalar* .a' f Vrtiiraw 



i)..,a);;;-'!'::ai lo:: of city sai>iitation woaKisus, chahlestok, 

V.'. VA,> OCTOr.ER 16, 1972 . 






picketing Ci>,y Hall or any othfcr city buildings or functions.. 
The union ?;t:ited Judge Taylnr'sXinjunct ion v;ould be obeyed ' 
and most oi Ihe workers rctvirned to work. The City Adminis-^ 
tration fired 52 of the sttikcrs for alleged misconduct and ^; 
criminal nets during the strike and would not rehire. these >;^'^• 
individuals, ^ / _ 

On October 15, 1972, Reverend Ralph David Abernathy, 
President of Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), 
arrived in Charleston, W. Va., and spoke to a group of approxi- 
mately 300 persons at the First Baptist Clup-ch, Charleston, 
W. Va., and spoke in support of the sanitation workers. 
During his remarks to the people assembled at the church, 
Reverend Abernathy reportedly stated, "The only way we're 
going to win this strike is to shake the very foundation of 
this town. The SCLC must send staff members here to Charleston 
to organize and we must move in powerful non-violent demonstra- 
tions.*' Abernathy reportedly stated the recent court injunctions 
ajzainst the strikers would no longer be obeyed. He stated, 
"These are our First Amendment rights. It guarantees our 
right to orderly protest and we're going to picket that city ^ 
dump and we're going to picket city hall." Abernathy also 
rcnortedly stated. All I've got to do is send out the call 
and we can get some professional agitators in here and we've 
got some D^ofessional agitators from way back." Abernathy 
indicated he v/as leaving for Mississippi the following day 
but would return to Charleston within a few days. Abernathy 
also reportedly stated, "My new strategy for Charleston is 
to put up or shut up." He stated he would ask Governor Arch 
Moore, Governor of West Virginia, to intercede in the strike 
"or else he will see his capital city thrown into turmoil." 

^^Kr> ^ October 16, 1972 J|HP||HHH||H|||B stated 

blP^no violence or sit-in occurred at the City Counci^meetiiig 

on October 16, 1972. v Approximately 200 individuals attended 
the Council meeting in support of the 52 fired sanitation workers. 
A resolution presented by members of theCity Council to rehire 
the fired workers was tabled by City Council. After the 
resolution was tabled, the Reverend Ronald English, Pastor 
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nHMONSTUATlON OF CITY SMUTATION WOIlKEilS, CllAiaESTON, 

vj. v A.f ucTom:.; I6. 1972 

of the First 'Bo.ptist''Siurcti' of 'aiarlestonV-W/'^aTr was ■•**^^^^^^^^^ 
civen the fl<'or to present a resolution pledging continued 
support to the fired strikers. In his resolution, Reverend 
English resolved to exercise "freedom of speech, press and 
assembly, picket and conduct economic blackouts, and use ^ 
every peaceful means to replace the cruel mockery of political 
patronage with the true operation of human dignity in the 
City of Charleston." 



- 3* . 



r-ywpTJ r-TCT y ;<B7 y % - 



OmONAl KMtM NO. 10 

MAY I Ml IDITION 

OftA PPMR U1 cm 101-11 i' 



UNITED STATES '"^VERNMENT 

Memorandum 



TO 






). 



-■■;'-J 



J 






i 



■4fc:\ 



ACTING DIRECTOR, FBI 



date: 



FROM 



: dfrtEGAT, CARACAS (100-22^) (RUC) 
subject: reverend RALPH D.QffiE 

I .SM - C. .,. ;■,... 



JERNATHY 




10/27/72 






Enclosed for the Bureau are six copies of an LHM 
prepared on 10/27/72. 
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L ITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF . JTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Washington, D. C. 
October 27, 1972 



■^' 



REVEREND RALPH D. ABERNATHY 






The October 20, 1972, issue of Y'ly^una-.Etopw.Iajr , " 
official newspaper of the CpmmunisJ: Party jofjgeiiezuel^ (Partido 
'^omunista Venezolano) (PCV) , puFlished daily in Caracas, 
/enezuela, reported an interview with PCV leader ^l^__Ri£ariia._. 
^Mojj ^^arti^ upon his return to Caracas after having attended 
tHeniFotld Peace Conference in Santiago, ChjLlej October 4-9, 

In the course of the interview, Dr. Molina Marti dis- 
closed that the Reverend Ralph D. Abernathy, prominent leader 
of the Negro civil rights movement in the United States, had 
been present in Santiago as a delegate to the convention. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INFESTIGATION 

con: 



New York, New York 

APR 2 3 1973 



fFl^TIAL 



Ukrainian Activities in the 
New York Division 




■ I ^ ^ who has furnished reliable Information in 
the past, advised on April 13, 1972, that the Committee for 
?J.n1^ ^fo^S'^f Political Prisoners (CDSPP) Sar^omld S 
January, 1972, to protest the January 12 and 13, 1972 arrests 
in the Ukraine of 19 Ukrainian intellectuals by thl KOB 
(committee of State Se curity), the Soviet security police. 

^.K,.«.,„v> ♦K^*^^J*^i?^ *2BiH| the CDSPP was formed mainly 
«tnS«S?«^5J^^;^^e^T1^*'^ S'^^P o^ Ukrainian emigre 
5«2 ?Si^rf^"'/w^^^''*i"^*'' student organization (USO) in 
New York City (NYc), led by Yarko Koshiv and Roman Kupihinsky. 

On January I5, 1970,HHH| who has furnished 
reliable Information In the past, advised 
that the USO maintained its headquarters at 
the Ukrainian National Home, 140 Second 
Avenue, New York. Ne w York (NY, NY). 
According toMBB the USO had existed 
in NYC a number 6f years previously and 
?*^,^Jf** ^^^ ^^^ *o l*ck of interest, but 
in 1966 or 1967, the USO had been revived 
by a group of students from New York 
University (NYU) and Columbia University 
for the purpose of affording students 
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Ukrainian Activities in the 
New York Division 



a service organization which would assist 

them in their educational pursuits, as 

well as perform services and engage in 

U1^ projects believed by them to be benefi 

"Tf' - to-^e Ukrainian e«ss®^i^ a^^-~2^-F£dv" i 

^^ ? indicated that the USO had no political. 

function and then numbered about I50 members 
who attended various universities in the NY 
area. 
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subject: RALPH D, ABERNAIHT 
EM 
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Atlanta File: 157-257 ALLlNF^^ ' ' --^^^ 
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BLACK LIBERATION ARMY DATE/X22y(^^-. 

EM - UGW / ' I 

Atlanta File: 157-5498 0- Aa>.*?A 
Bufile: 157-10555 (P) 



Re New Tork airtel to the Bureau, dated 5/29/73, 
captioned "BLACK LIBERATION ARMY, EM - URBAN GUERRILLA 
WARFARE", 

ABERNAIHY would be Rev. RALPH D, ABERNATHY, ^ 

known as President of the Southern Christian Leadership Lytr 

Conference (SCLC), headquartered at 330 Auburn Avenue, '0'^^ 
N.E., Atlanta, Georgia. 
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ARTICLE BY JACK ANDERSON AND LES WRITTEN 
CONCERNING RALPH D / -ABERNATHY 

EM - southertchrtsttsnieadership conference (SCLC 

Purpose of this memorandum is to set f ortf^ detailed 
analysis of news article critical of former FBI investigation 
of subject (see copy of article attached). 

S YNOPSIS ; lo?C 

"The Washington Post" on 11/4/75 carried an article 
by Jack Anderson and Les Whitten captioned "FBI Spied on 
Dr. King's Successor." The article states that associates 
of deceased SCLC President Martin Luther King, Jr., have com- 
plained that subject, King's successor, was kept under 
intensive FBI surveillance. The article alleges that from 
secret FBI files Anderson and Whitten had confirmed that 
Bureau Agents have a record of the most intimate details of 
Abemathy's life. It states areas of information developed 
through our investigation included the following: knowl-edge 
of his finances; his health, including medication he takes 
morning and evening; his psychological profile; copies of his 
hotel bills; transcripts of his speeches; an account of his 
traffic violations; information obtained from th e Pas spoi 
Office of the United States Department of Sta^ahd^i?^^^ 
information. . . ^_^^^ ^1» f^'^'y'^.tf'lTitk 

The article claims one Bureau mem orandum st amped^ 
"Confidential" reveals details of a squabblffTfBefnaEIijriiarf 
on 2/5/70 with his subordinates following which Abemathy 
discussed the incident with his wife. Their conversation, per 
the news article is outlined in detail. Abemathy on being 
shown the file, reportedly recalled the conversation with his 
wife and the fact it occurred in the privacy of his bedroom. 
Abemathy allegedly claimed "They had to be bugging me." 

^^ \ The article points out a Bureau spokesman has cate- 

"gorically denied that Agents ever used electronic surveillance 
against^. Abemathy, despite the facf his file includes other 
" "' s of conversations between Abemathy and his wife 
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Memorandum to Mr. W. R, Wanna 11 
Rej Article by Jack Anderson and Les Whitten 
Concerning Ralph D. Abemathy 

\diich are attributed to "confidential sources who furnished 
reliable information in the past." 

'"'■'■] The article alleges the Bureau, under former 

.^ I Director J. Edgar Hoover was almost paranoiac about black 

""I leaders. It indicates Anderson and Whitten have had access 

% \ to other "secret dossiers" on such prominent black leaders 

?- • and prominent persons as the Rev. Jesse Jackson, Roy Wilkins, 

■^;l Bayard Rustin, Floyd McKissick, Roy Innis, Martin Luther King's 

'^3^1 widow, Coretta King, Muhammad Ali, Harry Belafonte, Dick Gregory 

and Eartha Kitt. The article further states the writers have 
seen dozens of "dossiers" on black leaders \diose only crime is 
voicing the tribulations of black people who have done nothing 
^1^ more than organize their ranks and \dio are guilty only of 

;:-^tl peacefully petitioning their government in redress of grievances • 

-Mm 

Detailed responses to each point as revealed by 
our files are set forth in the following 'Details: 

"~1 O BSERVATIONS : 

-7-ji Each item referred to by Anderson and Whitten as it 

f^:^ pertains tD Abemathy is based on information contained in our 

^)l files with the exception of Abemathy' s allegation that he 

was the subject of electronic surveillance by this Bureau. A 
review of Bureau files indicates Abemathy was never the 
target of an electronic surveillance, however, as result of 
his activities and association with Martin Luther King, Jr., 
and the SCLC, \*iich were targets of duly authorized electronic 
surveillances, he was overheard on numerous occasions on these 
technical surveillances. These technical surveillances were 
deemed necessafy and resulted in development of positive infor- 
mation concerning communist influences on King and the SCLC. 

ACTION; 

' For information. 






# 



tTe- 




- 2 - 



Memorandum to Mr. W. R, Wannall 
Re: Article by Jack Anderson and Les Whitten 
Concexming Ralph D. Abexmathy 



m 



DETAILS ; 

The 11/4/75 issue of "The Washington Post" carried 
an article by Jack Anderson and. Les Whitten captioned "FBI 
Spied on Dr. King's Successor." 

Anderson Allegation 

The article claims associates of the late Martin Luther 
King have complained that King's successor, Rev. Ralph Abemathy 
was kept under intensive FBI surveillance. 

Bureau files 

Abemathy was never subject of active Bureau investi- 
gation until he assumed the Presidency of the SCLC organization 
headquartered at Atlanta, Georgia, following the assassination 
of Martin Luther King, Jr., in April, 1968. However, as a 
result of our investigations of King and the SCLC we did 
develop information concerning Abemathy' s activities prior 
to the time active investigation was instituted.* 

Anderson Allegation 

The article claims the Bureau's investigation of 
Abemathy developed information on the most intimate details 
of his life including knowledge of his finances; his health 
including medications he takes morning and evening; his 
psychological profile; transcripts of his speeches; an account 
of his traffic violations; passport data; credit information; 
an account of a 2/5/70 squabble between Abemathy and his 
subordinates including a later discussion of that incident 
with his wife which when shown to Abemathy lead to his 
allegation "They had to be bugging me." 

Bureau files 




*Atlanta Division advised this investigation, was closed 8/21/74. 
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Memorandum to Mr, W, R. Wannall 
Re: Article by Jack Anderson and Les Whitten 
Concerning Ralph D. Abe ma thy 




Abemathy's file does not contain a psychological 
prof ile as such. However, we did develop information in approxi- 
mately mid 1969 indicating Abemathy was suffering from an 
inferiority complex v^ich affected his judgment and caused him 
to make poor decisions. It was reported that Abemathy' s 
emotional problems were taking the form of "egomania" and that 
two of his associates were of the opinion Abemathy should 
seek assistance from a psychiatrist to determine if his neuroses 
were deteripratin^^ito a psychosis. This information was 
reported byflpH|HHB|a technical surveillance on Stanley 
Leyison, an SCLC adviser with known CPUSA connections and 
activity. 

FBIHQ' s 
bills he incurred. 




Our files also include information developed as result 
of our coverage of public appearances by Abemathy and in some 
cases verbatim transcripts of speeches he made on these oc- 
casions as obtained through live sources, informants and the 
news' media. 

Our investigation of Abemathy also developed infor- 
mation concerning three traffic violations incurred in Atlanta, 
Georgia, in 1963 and 1964. This information was developed 
through contacts with established sources. 
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Memorandiiin to Mr. W. R. Wannall 
Re: Article by Jack Anderson and Les Whitten 
Concerning Ralph D. Abemathy 
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We also developed passport information concerning ^ 
applications of Abemathy as a result of his travel abroad on 
a niimber of occasions. 

As noted above under the caption "OBSERVATIONS," 
Abemathy was never the subject of a technical surveillance. 
It is also indicated that our technical coverage of Martin Luther 
King, Jr. and the SCLC did result in numerous overhearings 
of Abemathy during the period of those technical surveillances. 
Bureau files indicate our technical surveillance coverage of 
King was operational for various periods of time from November, 1963, 
through November, 1965. Our technical coverage of the SCLC 
was operational for various periods of time* from October, 1963, 
to July, 1964. It is, therefore, obvious Abemathy' s statement 
that our obtaining of information concerning his squabble with his 
subordinates and discussion of the incident with his wife on 
2/5/70 could not have resulted from such coverage. Atlanta 
Division's LHM dated 2/16/70 dual captioned "Communist Infiltration 
of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference Racial Matter; 
Internal Security-C; Ralph 




Details of the above incident are also set forth in 
Atlanta repoi;t dated 3/3/70 in the Abemathy case. For information 
it should be noted Atlanta's LHM was disseminated at FBIHQ to 
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Memorandum to Mr. W. R. Wannall 
Re: Article by Jack Anderson and Les Whitten 
Concerning Ralph D. Abemathy 



the Assistant Chief of Staff for Intelligence,- United States 
Army, Office of Special Investigations, Secret Service, 
Internal Security and Civil Rights Divisions of the Department of 
Justice and the Interdepartmental Information Unit of the 
Department, No local dissemination was made by the Atlanta 
Division. Atlanta's report containing this information was given 
identical dissemination at FBIHQ and in addition was disseminated 
by the Atlanta office to the Naval Intelligence Service, 
Charleston, South Carolina, 111th Military Intelligence Group, 
Ft. McPherson, Georgia, and Secret Service. 

Anderson Allegation 

The article states that under former Director 
J. Edgar Hoover the Bureau was almost paranoiac about black 
leaders. It alleges access to other "secret dossiers" on 
such prominent t>iack leaders as the Rev. Jesse Jackson, Roy 
Wilkins, Bayard Rustin, Floyd McKissick, Roy Innis, and Martin 
Luther King'* s widow, Coretta King. It also makes reference to 
such dossiers being kept on black artists, entertainers and 
sports figures ranging from heavyweight- boxing champion 
Muhammad Ali and actor Harry Belafonte to comedian Dick Gregory 
and singer Eartha Kitt. 
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There is- no evidence to support the article's charge 
that the Bureau investigated black leaders solely on the basis 
of their concern for blacks and their peaceful petitioning of 
the government in redress of grievances. 
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/ FBI Spied on Dr. Kmg^s Successor 



By Jack Anderson 

and Lps Whitten 

At the request of the late Dr. 
Martin Luther King's 
associates, we invesli^at cd 
the smear charges thnt the 
FBI iiaci siJirau against liiir.. 
We reported in an earlier 
coluinn that the stories were 
grossly in.iccuratc. 

The same associates 
complained that King's 
successor, the Hev. Ralph 
Ahernathy, also was kept 
under intensive FBI sur- 
veiikmce. From secret FBI 
filers, we have confirmed tliat 
the agents have a record of the 
most intimate details of his 
life. 

They know everytliing about 
him from his finances to his 
hcallh. including the 
medications he takes every 
mornini; and evening. His FBI 
file contains a psycliological 
profile, copies of his hotel 
bills, transcripts of his 
spceclies and even an account 
of his traffic violations. 

One FBI memo, stamped 
••Confidential." reveals the 
details of a squabble Alx'r- 
nntliy had on Feb. 0, 1*370. with 



his subordinates. Afterward, 
the memo notes. Al)crnatby 
discussed the flare-up with tiis 
wile. Their conversation- is 
oullined in detail. 

We showed the file -■ to 
Abernalhy. who readUy 
recullcd the conversation with 
his wife. It had occurred, he 
said, ill the privacy of his 
bedroom. "They had to be 
l^uguing me," Abernatiiy told 
our associate. Joe Spear. 

At the FBI, a spokesman 
categorically denied thai 
agents had ever used elec- 
tronic surveillance against 
Abernathy. Several 

references, including other 
conversations between 
Abernathy and his wife, are 
attril^ute'd in the file to 
"confidential sources who 
have furnished reliable in- 
formation in the past." 

11 is clear from the file that 
FBI agents visited the U.S. 
Passport Office to get his 
4 ravel schedule and credit 
buredu offices to find oifl 
about his finances. ; 

Vnder tlie late J. Edgar 
Hoover, the FBI was almoit 
paranoiac about black 
lea(!erH, \Vc have hod access 
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^ ^n*hrr j :ocret dossiers, in- 
eyed under ^'Uncial Mat- 
Uts, ' on such prominent 
Mack leaders as the Ficv. 
Jesse Jackson, Hjy VVilkins 
Bayard Ruslin, Flovd 
McKissick, Roy Innis and 
Man in Luther King's widow, 
Coretla. 

Dossiers were kept on black 
artists, entertainers and 
sports figures, ranging from 
hoavyweighi boxing champion 
Muhammad Ali and actor 
Harry Belnfonte to comedian 
Dick Gregory and singer 
EarthaKilt, 

This FBF concentration 
upon prominent blacks has 
alarmed black members of 
Congress who asked us to 
testily on Capito! Hill. We 
brought the evidence, com- 
plete with names and details. 

'•To the FBI, apparently, 
anyone with a dark skin who 
dares to open his mouth is 
viewed as subversive. I Jiave 
seen dozens of dossiers on 
black leaders whose onlv 
crime is voicing the 
tribulations of their people; 
who have done nothing moro 
than organize their ranks; 

•who are guilty only of 
peacefully petitioning their 
government in redress of 
grievances, as their Con- 
stitution says thev have an 
hialicnable right lo do." 
F'ootnote: In fairness. 11 

, should be added that the 



present FBI director, 
CMarencp Kellcy. has aban- 
doned his predecessor's bias 
Against blacks and has 
adopted a balanced racial 

poiicy. 

Dcfonsp of Jackie — For 
most Americans, the famous 
photograph of Jacqueline 
Kennedy crawling across the 
back of her assas.sinated 
husband's limousinp in Dallas 
is one of the most poignant 
memories of the 'COS. 

This left the impression that 
she p;inicked at the shots and 
tried lo save herself by 
leaving her dying husband. 
, But now. tne nation's most 
' Indefatigabie private in- 
vestigator of the 
, assassination. Harold 
* Weisberg, of Frederick. Md.. 
has discovered that certain 



Jackie's testimony on June 5 
I'JG-J. 

The deleted testimony In- 
dicates that she was trying to 
aid her husband, not save 
herself. The details were so 
grisly that they were deleted 
as a matter of taste. We have'"' 
decided not to reprint this 
portion, except to report that 
the First Lady apparently was 
trying to help keep her 
I husband's head intact, not 
trying to escape from the* 
limousine. 

The full details will be 
published in a CjO-page book 
called **Post Mortem.*' 
Weisberg concludes, as he has 
In past books, that the 
as.sa.ssination-was the result of 
conspiracy. Our own in- 
vesti/^ation shows that many 
questions remain to be an- 
swered. But we have not seen 
enough evidence lo contradict 
the Warren commission's 
conclusion that U-e Harvey 
Oswald, the accused assassin 
actedalone. - * 
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RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY 

EM - SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 

CONFERENCE ( SCLC) ^a WFanM.nnoN COpaAWii 

Purpose is to advise of information fumishe 
Senate Select Committee (SSC) regarding- subject in li^ht o£ 
attached newspaper article in which Abemathy, President of the 
SCLC, states he was subjected to more severe attempts by the 
FBI to discredit blacks than was Martin Luther King and in 
which he claims a member of the SSC showed him numerous FBI 
memoranda dealing with himself. Also to recommend liaison 
contact with the SSC in attempt to ascertain facts of this 
matter. 




son ^BP 

his ^^P^ 

re- § 







It is noted that in response to voluminous SSC re- 
quests for material on Martin Luther King, Jr., and the SCLC 
many documents were furnished containing references to Abematlfe' 
In a few instances the SSC asked for and received specific 
data regarding Abemathy^^|^ ^,^,.5^ . ^ 

Attached arttdle makes refereifce to a number of Bureai 
memoranda allegedly seen by Abemathy, including one by former 
Vice President Agnew, in which Abemathy was described as one . 
of the worst of the agitators and trouble makers and in which 
Agnew desired to know if the Director had any inf ormafTftrt^ii* «^- 
subject's file with which to embarrass him. .^ 

«r. FEB 4 

Our f iles^ contain no ^.lif^mgnTorgn^^ however. the_ 
attached memorandum of the Director dat^d_ 571^77^ ^^ecp¥d^*^a* 
cgnvergatrtOTi"bgtwe6i^^ A&hew-. that , date 'ln3^^^ 

Mr. Hoover referred to Abematlriy in similar terminology.^ '* 
^paragraph one lines four and five of attached memorandum). 
This memorandum was furnished the SSC by Bureau memo randum 
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Memorandxjm to Mr. W. R. Wannall 
Re: Ralph David Abemathy 
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of 8/29/75 captioned "U, S. Senate Select Committee to Study 
Governmental Operations with Respect to Intelligence Activities" 
(brackets indicate excisions made). This memorandum was 
furnished in response to a SSC inquiry regarding a special 
paper for the Vice President concerning racial disturbances 
in Mississippi and Georgia. Other documents furnished the SSC 
regarding Abemathy are: (1) Bureau letter to Atlanta 7/14/64 
requesting information concerning Abemathy' s escapades 
(2) FD-302 containing interview of Abemathy after King's 
a^ssassination and (3; Correspondence with Pittsburgh office 
regarding counterintelligence activity against Abemathy, 
including copy of congressional record 5/6/68. (All attached.) 

In addition the SSC asked Aether Abemathy was ever 
the subject of electronic surveillances (a charge also made 
by Abemathy in the attached article). Abemathy w^ g.jneY££ 

' -the t arget^ of jelectronic surveillance , however ^^ as a._ result of_ 
his activitie^s'and association with Martin Luther King, Jr. , ' 

]and the ^CLC, which were targets of duly authorized electronic 
surveiTlahces, he^was overheard on numerous occasions. Abemathy 
was subject of active Bureau investigation following his 
assumption of the presidency of the SCLC in the spring of 1968. 
That investigation was closed in 8/74. 

None of the attached documents furnished the SSC 
concerning Abemathy is classified and Legal Counsel Division 
concurs with Intelligence Division, that if a representative of 
the SSC exhibited such docxaments to Abemathy no violation of 
Federal laws is involved. Such action by the SSC, however, 
'.might constitute a breach of agreement between the FBI and the 
SSC which, in essence, is that information furnished the 
Committee is to be in confidence and not disclosed to un- 
authorized individuals. 

RECOMMENDATION ; 

If approved, that a representative of the Legal 
Counsel Division, through liaison contact with the Committee, 
ascertain the facts of thi^jnatter. 
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Abernathy Claims He V,'as Top Target 






\Was FBI 'More Save?©' on Hisirafi 



KANSAS CITY (AP) - 

Civil rights leader Dr. 

< Ralph David Afcerr.aihv 

\ says a number of FBI 

^ mennos. includin:; one by 

former Vice President 

Spiro T. Agnew, conv\r.ce 

. hini he was subjected to 

.|L more severe atlctiois bv 

*the FBI to discredit 'blacks 

Ihan was Dr. Martin Luiher 

• King Jr. 



•f^a^.* 
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.* Abernathy said a mem- 
ber of the Senate Intelli- 
gence Commiace, which 

^disclosed on Tuesday iilesrai 
FBI aiteapls to discredit 

. King, visited him last week 
Sand showed him numerous 
FBI memos dealing with 
himself. King and the 
Southern Chrisiiaa Leader- 
ship Conference. 

He said one mem*o was 
from then-Vice President 
Agnew to the late FBI 
Director J. Edgar Hoover. 

■ ^ ABERN.^THY said that 
in the memo Agnew "stated 
emphatically and clearly 
thai heconsidorcd me to br 
o ne ^ <? , { ^p-t- wor. st .of .. .la e 
aglla tor5'\and_iraul5;5ii^- 

c 7sTnr^ffu?a to '?.ya wof 

WfT Hoover if there was 
anything that could be 
done, if they had any ir.for- 
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• . f\.nt.rn .-.oxLr^.KATn i 

• Agnew memo subject 

"malion in my file that they 
could use to embarrass me. 
embarrass my family in an 
effort to destroy my effec- 
tiveness, because I was 
most effective with the 
masses, the ordinary peo- 
ple."- 
Abernathy also said the 
^FBl not oniy taroed his 
telephone ana buVged his 
hotel rooms, but also bug- 
ged his home. 

'*! really think that I have 
been subjected even more 
severely to what Dr. King 



was subjected to." the 45- 
year-old SCLC president 
said yesterday at a news 
conference. He was here to 
speak at the Robert F: 
Kennedy Memorial Sym-' 

Kosium at the University of 
lissouri-Kansas City. 

HIS COMATENTS came 
when he was questioned on 

'the FBI efforts to discredit 
black leadership. This in- 
cluded a letter to King 
which King interpreted as 
suggesting he commit sui- 
cide. ••" 

Abernathy said King was 

^aware of the FBI campaign 
to discredit him and the 
SCLC movement, which he 

.then headed, but did not at- 

Nribute the letter to the FBI. 
Abernathy said he and 
King thought the letter 
came front the Ku Klux 
Klan or the* John Birch 
Society. 

In Memphis, the Rev. 
Samuel B. Kyles. who was 
with King before his assas- 
sination in Memphis in 1553, 
said yesterday that the dis- 
closure "calls for a whole 
new look at the investiga- 
tive process that went into 
the King murder." 

Kyles is head of Opera- 
tion PUSH — People United 
to Save Hu.manity. . 
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Reurairtel 6/26/64 T7lnch fjirnished the^izreau 
a copy of the 6/19/64 issae of "Tlie Eerald." Cooies uerc 
maintained by year office'. The indicated issue contained 
data co::cernins a reported court action against Reverend 
Ralph Afaernathy v^hich took place in Alabarna appareritly in 
1953, and vrhich apparently involved the alleged scdiictioa 
of a 15-year-old girl. 



fo-fc 



# 



Yoar airtel 6/1S/64 and other recent ^cour.rjnicatior^a 
fro:3 other offices in above caption contained additior.:^! data 
concerning the reported Abernathy involvesnent in a co:?rt pc/tion. 

.• REC.44 /^'^-J:r-ii£-ig.qra 

The Bureau desires to obtain the fullest factual! 
infcmation available relative to th*e reporisJ'tieiir^lsyceived 
concerning Abernathy's escapades. Noting the apparent disreryjtable 
nature of the nfityspaper in question and itri5ilblishe"ft is' 
inperative that facti^al data be obtained fro;n original sources. 
^_ You arQ, therefore, instructed to furnish the Bureau inforr.ation 
■^ "j available frcn your files concerning Abernathy's reported involve- 



meat with a IS-year-old girl. You should also recuest t\iz 
appropriate office to obtain fall court records, including 
transcripts of testinjony, so that tl-io. fullest facts obtainable 
nay be in the 15bnds of the Bureau. Of course, no action 
should be taken which night cause enibarrassrnent to the.Durcau. 
This catter r.ust be handled in a most disii^.e.ctli^asI.T-o-i^r-'^and your 
instructions to any offices being furnished" leads in this 
natter should contain sx.c'ix caution.. This natter should be 
handled on a need^o^know basis in wour and other offices. 
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April 8, 1968 



Date . 

^\ ■ 

Reveren d RALPH DA YI D ;: AEERXA IHY . 690 L ^ Verne DrAY.^v. Ni.J!jl> 
Atla nta yGeorgii^ vis inx^^rvie'^ed "S- the Meriphis FoTicV* Department 
at iOT55 p.znL, April 4. 1965 • Revere -^a AEERNAIHY «as advised of 
the Agent's identity and of the caxure of the matter under investiga- 
tion. ( 

. Reverend AEERKATSY, who described hiaself as Vice President 

? at Large and Treasurer of zhe Southarn Christian Leadership 

r ; Conference, stated he vas Dr. KARTI2i LriHZR XI.\u, JR.'s closest 

- ■ associate and stated that he and Dr. KI^Ju always shared a- room • -^^^ 

' whenever they :;rav€ll€d together. Ha stated that at about 10:30 a.r:. 

-n on April 3, 1968/ he and Dr. KING registered at the Lorraine Motel, 

;^^ Us^e^hiS; Tennessee. « 



Reverend AEERNATKY stated that on April 4, 1968, he and Dr. 
KIKG did not "Spav^ the motel and spent nos"c of the day in their 
rcon, j?306, ^?hich ie located on tbf> ^^cor.d floor of the motel. 
He stated that he and Dr. KING had been gone from their room for 
approximately one hour or le^s ^hen they returned to the room at 
about 5:30 p.m. He said they got dresseed as they vrere going to 
dinner at the hone of Reverend BILLY KYLE and that at almost exactly 
6 p.m. they started to leave the room. Reverend ABERNATHY stopped 
for a morient and Dr. KIKG r^-alked out onto -he balcony just outside 
the door to his room. Reverend ASERNA7EY ^as still Inside the 
motel room but could hear Dr. K12'2 diECUSsing the dinner engagement 
with other associa-ss who Reverend A5ERNAIHY believes -^yere standing 
in tfcTe parking area of the notel underneath and to the front of the 
.balcony on which Dr^ KING ^as standing. 

• 

Reverend AEERKATHY stated he heard vhat sounded like a fire- 
cracker and then heard zhe screaais of persons to whom Dr. KING had 
been talking. Rcvsresd AE£R>nTHY ^rsnt' then to the balcony and dis- 
covered Br. KING lying there >'oy.sasd in the right side of the face 
and neck. Ee said he bslieved Dr. KINC- a-temoted to speak to hia 
but vas unable xo do so: Reverend ABZENATEi' said he instructed 
someone to call an *.mbulaax3e and than accc.-npanied Dr. KING in the 
ambulance to the hospital vhere Dr. KIX^S subsequently died. 

«U IWOflMATlUN CONTAinlH 
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^* ♦u ReveJ^e^id AEERN^AT&T statsd that Judging from the sound 
or the noise it appeared that tha snot caae from directly in 
iront of the door and not from any gre^t distance. He stated 
no did not oDserve scything that T?ould i-dicste \?ho f irod the 
shot. Reverend AEZRKATEY -Iso st-tsd that Philo they were in 
the motel room Dr. KING did not, to his knowledge, receive any 
telephone calls of a threatening nature or calls frcm persons 
XS** v^^i'^u^?* identify themselves. Reverend AEERIJAIHY said 
Sfl. u?^ ? °°* fsared that any particular persons might 
ham him and Reverend AE£RNATEY t?as unable to suggest any 
suspects or to provide any othsr inxoraation which nisht 
assist la Identify irfg Dr. KING^e killer. • 
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Date: 10/26/68 



ftansmit the following in 
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TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT 



DIRECTOR, FBI (100-448006) 

SACi PITTSBURGH (100-15780) (P) 

^-COUNTERINTELLIGENCE PROGRAM 
BIACK NATIONALISTS - HATE CROUPS 
RACIAL INTELLIGEl.'CE 
-^ALPH ABER.NATHY) 
(SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE) 

The Pittsburgh "Point i" a v/eekiy newspaper 
dated 10/24/68, contains an article which indicates that 
Dr. RALPH ABERNATHY will speak at a mass rally at Central 
Baptist Church, Pittsburgh, Pa., on 11/2/68, as part of a 
drive by the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC) to educate Black conr-iunities concerning the three 
major presidential canaiaates. 
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The Congressional Record dated 5/6/68, on JJi, . . .j 
Page .•II3389, contains an article which inicates that the -64>h 
ISo;"!. edition of the "Herald," 407 Butler Street, Anderson, 
S. C. , South Carolina's oldest Negro newspaper, contains 
the testimony of a 15 year old female member of ABSRNATHY*s 
church. The testimony relates to a filthy and perverted 
sex scandal between ABET.^'ATHY and the girl according to 
the Congressional Record. It is believed that if information 
relating to this sordid episode on the part *f ABERNATHY 
were made public in Pittsburgh, his effectiveness would be 
curtailed. -^ ^ 

(_>^Bureau (RM) ^-3V.y59 ■<. 
2-Columbia (R.M) 1 
2-Pittsburgh 
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• «®<3"est Of Bureau: " ' " ^ ' > . ^ >. ". .! ■ '• ^ 

■■ . , pastor ■ ■ ■ '"^'^ "="-= -'■ouz. 

Sn't'"?""'^ Demons 
■ 220o'^?y\f|''"'^t Church .. . 

^ead ns -p^'^T^^*^ should bp -i« , ' 

^s follows ; ^ b^ included with each is. 

^**cn issue to 

your Church.'' T^^^'' ^^s news nboni- .u ' 

Carolina. " ^^ould be mailed fr^""^ '"^^ ^'^o is see.,. • 

■^^^from Anderson, louth^"^ ^t 
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October 30, 1968 



Alrtel 





SAC, Pittsburgh (100-1578'^) 
Director, FBI (100-A48005) -. 



V 



I 



.:xo 



ROUPS 



1 



comiTERnrrELLiGEiicE P^^r^i 
BLACK w/.•rIOi:.^LIS'i•s - i^Ji. g^' 
Pv/vCi/iL iiinrx.iiGi:iXE. 

^^5i'rL;f SL.. xx;«^-s"iP coiao:: 
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RePGalrtcl 10/2S/63. 

, Pr^r- P,- tt-burnh are three Xerox conies of pa-e 
Enclosed for Pitt^b^r^a u s 75/68 . One copy is 
„ 3339 of the Congressional Kecord, ^^5 0/6.. 
^nrlosad for Columbia xor m.w... - _ ^_ - -^ 

Straid n=vsp.?« from So« > '-«°^^^^;,,„tod ^s a Klan tricV. if tha 
ctonoa the mforr^tlon "^l^^^J^ti^^^';";, m a W to indicate a 
ini:or.-,.ation vas received .roa - 1-^^" - ^^^ ^j.^ s^-, -jo^e. in 
Snbcr of the local --f-g/e^/lAin; ilartin l-ue.er IClrj, Jr.. 

Abcrnathy, 
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Airtcl to SAC, Pittsburgh 
COUI-.TLHIITrELLIGENCi: PROGR/.M; ILMPH ABERNATHY 

100-AA8006 

For your information the edition of the 
Herald was dated 6/19/64, not 6/19/65 as mentioned in 
the Congressional Record. - . 

KOTE ; 

Ralph Abernathy, President of the SCLC, is to speak at 
a Pittsburgh Church on 11/2/68 to educate the black comunity 
on the elections. Pittsburgh suggested that the Herald, 
reoortPdly a South Carolina newspaper, be sent to the minister 
aid Chairman of Deacons of the Church prfor to Abernathy s 
appearance. The paper contains an article about a sex scandal 
involving Abernathy and a IS-year-old girl. Tne Congressional 
Record also contains information about this scandal. 
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51500 ror your senior year. 

Is ihere anyone who's been accepted by a 
conccc. but Isn't ROln-; because of money? 

Will S-;750 make a Ulircrence? 

Bankers lYust will lena you up to that 
amount, to help you become a Bachelor of 
Something;. 

ir you want to be a Master, of course, 
$4750 won't be enough. So we*ll lend you 
another 51500 for each year of graduate work, 
as long as It leads to a degree. 

We'll lend you up to a maximum of $7500. 

You don't' p.vy us back until after you 
graduate. Tlicn» you get up to 10 years to 
pay It off. 

nie Interest doesn't start until after you 
graduate either. And it's only Z\e (any other 
kind of loan would cost iibout twice that). 

Bankers Trust is making these loans in co- 
operation T\1th the New York Higher Educa- 
tion Assistauco Corporation. 

The loans are for those ready to start 
college now, those already attending, and 
these who only go part time. 

Tlie prerequisites: you must be a U.S. citi- 
zen and a resident of New York State. And 
your parents mixst meet the financial quail 
ficaUons. Come Into any Bankers 
branch for an application. 

Want to go to college? 

You'll And a banker at Bankers Trust, 
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RALPH ABERNATHY— VREACHER 
OR PERVERT 

Mr. RARICK. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
my remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentleman 
from Louisiana? 

There v.*as no objection. 

Mr. RARICK. Mr. Speaker, ever since 
Ralph Abernathy assumed control of 
the rich man's "poor people's march" to 
occupy Washington, most soutlieniers 
who know about Abernathy have shud- 
dered at the deceit and national prestige 
buildup given Abernathy as a leader. 

We have kept our peace — knowing 
that any comment would not receive fair 
considoatlon— in all probability dis- 
counted as "racism." 

But the news establishment, knowing 
the facts, continued to be silent until 
the Montgomery Advertiser on May 2, 
1968, spoke out. 

In a lead editorial captioned. "The 
Leader of the Great Crusade," the 
Montgomery Advertiser slashed into 
Abernathy*s reputation by calling him, 
•*an unpolished and disreputable clod"* 
and politely, I assure you, rehashed the 
sex scandal Involving Abernathy and a 
15-ycar-old female member of Aber- 
nath5''s church. 
I have a complete transcript of the 



edition which contained a full accoui.'T 
of the sordid backjjround of Ralph Aber^ 
nathy including the testimony. 

I can only add that Abernathy n;)- 
parcntly has little control over him.scK'-, 
he couluii't have control of the thicat- 
cned booby trap merginij on Wa.shlni;to:; 
under the banner of a poor pco;)!e\\ 
march. But he can be used to exploit 
poor people. 

Mr. Speaker. I place the May 2 edito- 
rial from the Montgomery Advertiser in 
the Record at this point: 

The Leader or the Great Crusade 

It Is preposterous tout unfortunately true 
commcitary on the recent history of t^e 
most powcriul country on earth that it :> 
now receiving ultimatums from the Ukcs tr 
Ralph D. Abernathy. 

Abernathy succeeded to the late Dr. Kinr;*i 
mantle in thr* .Southern Christian Leadership 
ConJerencc by virtue of an association dol- 
ing from the Mcnteomory bus boycott, 

'Kins; was at least glib and adroit In tha 
guile by which he managed to nummox an 
alcrmlns number of Americans, But Abcr» 
nathy Is an unpcllshed and disreputable clo<l 
best 'remembered here for what may hav^ 
been a record dash from his church omcc 
on the nlsht of Aug. 20, 1953. 

Panic-stricken and screaming he was 
pursued by an Irate, hat-chet-wlcldlng hus- 
band \^*ho had accused him of having a.rc;»- 
tlonshlp vith his wile more suited to the 
pages of Kra.lt-Eblng's FiychopatMa ScxualU 
than a ramlly newspaper. 

The wife of his assailant told a MontRomcry 

she had submitted to unnatural sex acti 
with the R,»vcrend berore her marriage, bc- 
ginnln;; at the age of 15, and that "he never 
stopped ch?.5in2 ne** even p.fter her marrlA^e 
to Edrvard Davis. She had been a member c( 
Abernathy's church. 

On the day Davis accosted Abernathy la 
his orr.cc, a/med with pistol and hatchtc, 
Abernathy had called he-. Mrs. Davis testincd. 
The Jvu-y deliberate. --ouly 10 .minutes, 
obviously Invoking the ' mr.-rltten law. b*?- 
'fore acquitting Davis of attempting to do In 
the preacher. 

Yet. basking In the reflected glory of Kin?. 
Abernathy emerged from the revolting cas< 
unscathed in the eyes of SCLC. 

In 19C0, he was signally honored by Prime 
Minister Kwame Kkrumnh, the subsequently 
deposed aict3.tor of Gliana. by being inviud 
to Accra for a "Conference on Non-Violcncc 
and Positive Action for the Seciurlty of 
Africa.- 

This was heady stuff for a man who, out 
for his color and the accident of time and 
place, would never have been heard frcm. 
But he WP.3 to go on to loftier things, despite 
his unsavory background, finally being ele- 
vated to King's throne alter the tragedy in 
^lemphls. 

Monday he led the vanguard of a move- 
ment which Is trying to Intimidate Congress 
not only Into massive rcCUtributicn of t.-.c 
wealth to the poor (alcnj: witlvthc shiftlc«i». 
but Into changing foreign policy. Vietnam !i 
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testimony of the explolted'elrl piven at --,-«,:«,.«,„"«/♦>,* n-P.'-ri-i of the omcr- 

the jun- trial of her hasband-^^l.o was ^^'l^^':^l^^J'^:^ ^t^ :er..s 
acquitted by a juiy of chasing and strlk 
Ins at Abernathy with a hatchet. 



The testimony of the youthful victim, 
Vivian McCoy Davis, imcontradicted by 
Abernathy. is so filthy and perverted 
that I cannot — In good conscience — 
place U In the Record for our colleagues' 
examination, 

I will, however, make her testimony 
available on request to my colloacues, 
or It can be obtained Trom the Herald. 
407 Butler Street. Anderson, S.C.— aouth 
Carolina's oldest Neiiro new.spaper — by 
askln;? for a cojjy of their June 10. 1964. 



phous ma-^-i which may m;mhcr in ^ 

of thousands (hundreds of thous.inds, so.-v.*. 
say) who 'Aill attempt to ImmobllUc \%aih* 



Ington by late May. 
In their Initial protest ^!ondav. the Abor- 



nathy-lod extortionists dcno\;ncrd U.5. diplo- 
matic arid business ties with Portun-'^l ••^•*; 
ted Mtitos must 
rmal statement ? 

keoift ift^Bining 



South Alrlca. The United Mtitos 

be encumbered, the formal statement «.'i^ 

"with the support in anv ^ajf of r^ic; 

Althour:U Abernathy keoift iflCTtning thJ 
old line n!;t>utnon-vlolcnco, this Uonco »l"" 
semantic: cauu)una':c Ur the tl^ET^CtASj 
lence unless Waziianstou— the rr«d^^VW«' 
Coacrcss— knuckles under to every demai.u 
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May C, 1968 ' , 

^«lav the first of the poor »- 
^f^ns the march U-^dors do'-r. 

'*^*^ Midwest, south. North ^-^ 
^'^^Jn^rfir't contlni;cnt3 ol v: :.-.t 
w - cMre Of \Vashlnr,ton arc . 
;Sa':^o"^•Utvtne escalation or 1 
^aj *•" etrencth for ai* — 
"'^ n^ln by May 30. Accora-.r... 

»*^';"une. Abernathy's In^^ 
11 ficured. there will be shr..-^.;- 
u'lsMnston and tha w^r.-v -i 

.s the blaclcmaller.s may ac..-.-. 
Terror Is not the appror---;- 
Washlngton: rlBhtcous a^_.- 
-i-M bv ina."isVve torcc. i.—- 
Save the courage to turn b.cf 

SyVhatevcr torce Is ne««a..._, 
be luUmldated. the ^lorc.. -^ 
C. Byrd. west Virginia Den-.-c. 

"'Jif Im 'gr.rvtly concerned : 
»-, . I feel that we can -- 
dence of destruction of c- 

^■'u'^ould all be sK-.:er.in| 
leadership were other t;i-r. .--. 
an unprincipled and un-^e...-~ 
out any redeeming qV"--;-.; 
.<lemagogue worse than S../- 
If only oecrtuae **»- - — '"',. 
unfit to lead the sma.^es. .-.^- 
less pose as the reprcsen.a- 
unfortunate poor. 



wiLBun MILLS ho: 
CLEMSON uNr;^ 

Mr. DORN, Mr. Spca>S:: 
mous consent to addrs-^s 
1 minute and to revue '^ 
remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro '.c. 
objection to the rr.quei: o: 
from South Carolina? 
There T^'as no objecf.cn, 
Mr. DORN. Mr. ^V 
Mills, our esleemed r-- 
league from Arkansas, -r 
Clemson University in r.. 
distrlct on Saturday, .-a:- 
When Clemson Univ^r 
distinguished collea;i.;:% 
Clemson was in turn r-c 
man of the great Coin:- r. 
Means for more tiVjr. . 
Mills has exercised a_ 
ficlal Influence on this ..:• 
on the entire free v.cr.- 
and superb leadcrs:r.:> 
trade, taxation, sccir.i c. 
responsibility has i:j'-- 
thc destiny of this N^ v.^ 
of freedom In the -'Ci 
Wilbur Mills wa-- i- 
ary doctor of la" " 
Unlvcrsi 
Icadcrsji 
'our count 
foffl^W. . 

Mt*r^pcaV:L,, -- 
that our nrcat re. 
Clcmcon Univcisiij 
G. Clemson, son-i: 




... ■ ' ■ \ ' ' 

■»aU;y »;.. 
!»*'• lh:»A'- 

^1 thA! it !, 

.j*»t)/.n c;,t. 
itU In t> I 

;utab> <; .; 

; he ««% 

Ing a rr ». 
wd to ?.*■• 

;»*"*. ^i^rr 

.'fUicp. ;# 

ncmbf." tj: 
rr.Mhr In 
• it'.r;r.r : 
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I'j^ifty.'t'he nfst poor people's cnra- 

,,-;<. ns the mari rs descrltc tncni. is 

t-r.rjulcd to set ou irom Memphis low.ird 
\v!l«.hinpton via Mariia, Miss. Ncxi week, 
. .. pr.5 nrc to start Ircin other locaf.crji. Jn 
.».• Midwest, South, North and West. 

T^ie first contlnpcr.ts or what is dpslcrncd 
.-* vc a seige of Wcsnlngton arc due to arrive 
V.7J2. vUh the caciiiutlon or rorccs rc.ich- 
;rv pc^l^ sircncth for an Indeterminate 
lium-iti by May 30. According to th-? tlme- 
•a'jie. -major demonstrations" arc to bcsln 
ji.iV 20. 

Dy June, Abernathy's Invading horde has 
;r r.L'ured, there will be shant>-toiiT:s all over 
•AViihlngton and the wor^ or govermnent 
i;;'".ild be paral>*zed — unless: 

Ttie government meets all demands, In- 
c;u(:ms massive new lodcral prc^rax^ and 
r..i-.douta. a guaranteed Income for everyone, 
::rcr.ilizatlon of welfare programs and rogu- 
uttans. and such chanpcs in foreign policy 
%!k the blackmailers n\?,y demand. 

Terror Is not the appropriate reaction in 
Wnshlngton: righteous anger Is, accompa- 
r.ird by massive force. Unless authcrtiies 
^.\vc the courage to turn back this invasion, 
t>y whatev^er force Is necessary, and rtfuse to 
N- intimidated, the words of Senator P.obert 
C. Dyrd. West VlrglnA Democrat, 'Trill prove 
pn^phetlc: 

**I am greatly concerned ror my coun- 
try ... I feel that we can see ample evi- 
dence or destruction of our nation from 
vithln.'* 

It would all be sl-.Icenlng enough If the 
Irad^rship were other than nalph Abcrn.^tiiv, 
an unprincipled and unspeakable bum '.vlth- 
out any redeeming qur.lidcs whatever; a 
dffnagogue worse than Sto.^ely Carmicliael 
If only because he's so stuold: a de:3enerite 
un.nt to lead the smallest rural church, much 
IcAS pose as the representative of America's 
unfortunate poor. * 



• WILBUR MILLS HONOPwED BY 
CLEMSON UNIVERSITY 

Mr. DORN. Mr. Speaker. I ask unani- 
mous consent to address the House for 
1 minute and to revise and extend my 
rvmarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentleman 
from South Carolina? 

There was no objection. 

Mr. DORN. Mr. Speaker. Wilbur 
Mills, cur esteemed and beloved col- 
Icacue from Arkansas, was honored by 
Clemson University in my congressional 
district on Saturday, .May 4. 

When Clemson University honored our 
o:stinsuished colleacjuc. Wilbur Mills, 
Clemson was In turn honored. As chair- 
•Jjan of the great Committee on Ways and 
Means for more than 10 years, V/ilbur 
j^IULs has exercised a grea^ and bene- 
ficial Influence on this Nation, and indeed 
en the ent4re free world. His wise counsel 
*nd superb leadership In international 
trade, taxation, social security, and fiscal 
jtA;)onsibiIIty has profoundly influenced 
iht destiny of this Nation and the course 
or freedom in the Western Wor!d. 

*\ILCUR Mills was a-.varded an honor- 
*p' doctor of laws decree by Clemson 
*-i»lvcrsity for his statesmanship and 
"aucrshlp In prescrvln;; tlic economy of 
cur country and for his forthright stand 
*or fiscal responsibility, 
t),^!^' ^^**^^^cr. it was fllting and proper 
" •^.. our great collcurrue be honored at 
J-trmson University, named for Thomas 
^- Clemson, son-ln-law of John C. Cal- 



houn, and the first f^ . >tendcnt of the 
• Department of Aprjt* f ... Clemson Uni- 
versity is on Uie old plantation of the 
immortal John C. Caiiioun. one of the 
live greatest Senators of all -time. 

Mr. Mills, while 1 : the Calhoun man- 
sion—one of the best kept shrines hi 
America— was presented a gavel and 
pounding block made from a tree grown 
on the Calhoun mansion ,7roimds by Dr. 
Wright Bryan, Clemson vice pre.'iident 
and former editor of the Atlanta Journal 
and the Cleveland Plain Dealer, 

The lovely and charmini: Mrs. Mills 
accompanied her distinguished husband 
to the Clemson campus. His excellency, 
the Honorable Robert E. McNair, Gov- 
ernor of South Carolina, and our own be- 
loved and preat colleague, the gentleman 
from South Carolina, Mendel Rivers. 
chairman of the Com.-nitcce on Armed 
Ser\-ices. were present for this, one of 
the most momentous occasions in the his- 
tor>- of my congressional district and in- 
deed the State of South Carolina. The 
dynamic and able president of Clemson 
University, Dr. Robert C. Edwards, pre- 
sented this coveted honorary degree to 
Chairman Mills on behalf of the board 
of trustees and the faculty. 

Mr. Speaker, the chairman of the 
Clemson beard of tr-ustees is a friend of 
ycurs. the Honorable Edgar Brown, of 
South Carolina, who sat beside William 
Jennings Bryan at the Democratic Na- 
tional 1 Cnnvr-nrinn in TCprr V/%rV :r» lOO.l 

and v.-rio for 40 years, as State senator 
and as chairman of the senate finance 
committee, lias provided for South Caro- 
lina fiscal respcnsibiiicy. Mr. Speaker, 
another lifetime member of the Clemson 
board is the Honorable James F. Byrnes, 
who £en*ed with honor in this House and 
the Senate and was perhaps best known* 
for his GistlrEUiished service as Secretary 
of State and as ''Assistant President", 
under tho vcartime administration of 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

Mr. Speaker, I commend Clemson Uni- 
versity for honoring, on Its graduation 
day. this great and good American who 
today ^is providing that leadership so 
essential to the future of young America. 



• Mr. Speaker. If i ^ „ 
would liave voted "niV .- 



EXPLANATION OP GE^JERAL PAIR 

Mr. FULTON of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to 
address the House for 1 minute. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 

Mr. FULTON of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, on Wednesday. May I, 1968, I 
left Washington by plane at 5 o'clock 
p.m. to go to West Liberty. W. Va., to 
make the keynote speech at the West 
Liberty Slate CoUeqe students' mock 
national political convention. 

After I icit the f.oor on that date the 
bill. H.R, 1CJ13, making appropriations 
for the Department of A^zriciiUure and 
related acencies for tho fiscal year end- 
ing June 30. IGCD. was passed. 

I was paired pcnerally with the centle- 
inan from North Carolina (Mr, Gali- 
riANAKisl on llnal passage of that bill. 



protest agalvst 

orde:-- 

Mr. STUCKEY. :.:.-, 
unanimous consent' *•*; 
marks at this i^o:r.\ :r 
include extraneous r-- - 

The SPEAKER p.-i : 
objection to rlie requci: 
from Georgia? ' . 

There v;as no ob:cc:::r' 

Mr. STUCKEY. :.:r. : , 
speak because I ar.i uj 
indignant. Georgia rr.ir. ' 
battlefield of Viorn^zi -- 
men are good jo!i:;r5. T 
importance cf :'cr.c-VJ:r 
of our armed service; - 
their commanding c:z;r 

However. Mr. S;;e-/:- 
leamcd that one ox cur : 
to carry out an order. 

Because of tlie ::a:ur-: 
cannot remain silen: en " 
obligated to bring I'r.ls z 
light and call to t-ie : 
colleagues the ordor - - 
man refused to can— :- 

The order, Mr. S::e?.>T- 
from his wall above y.U r 
his homo State of Ge:rr: 

A linn/ mn i-i^ ^-.**.j u-.--^ 

soldier's letter to hil'ii:::' 

Dear \L\ma: Lisr 'rr-r^'-c. 
because of the racial :2r?~: 

out Co remove ?.:i "ars 7. 

fi^'S which comained zz^ 
bol which ?.s yen kno-v. :_ 
l^^.reely made 'up or. T.'e' - 
ricv/n the Georgia, .Vnbi— - 
Confederate flags — re:, "il 
and others may s^::f t* t.-.z. 
I have always re;p£c:ei r" 
and have always b*\.':i cV*~ 
to!d — regardless, but irTJ 
emotion I have never c'ttT.- 
I have refused to do i:. "T. 
Flag fly when a Gecrrta rfi- 
serlousiy the Iccalitv cf"-'- 
fused 10 do It for rnTc'- 
and I requested to go k:; -'- ; 
eral. I was so furious Is::: _ 
to Governor Afaddcx e-zz.z r 
that something be dor/c ^r 
mandlng OiRccr carr.-; tz ;-r 
to talk to me b-ror* I irr:- 
«rnor Maddox and I ja;i -: 
I Just mailed It.*' 

I do not think I r.e^d : 
Mr. Speaker. 

And, for what good rei 
der issued? 

The reason given w.?.- - 
people view the Cor^tez'- 
sym.bol of raci<-.m, a:: £:- 
contained bars and s-\ 
moved. Mr. S!:eaker. :'r:i 
every Southern S:a:e. r*. 
Oipeclally all G'-ir::.- 
Mipnissippi tlacs mu<-..c:- 
dialfly. Other V.zrs ::—. 
New York and O:::o v ... 
main displayed. 

Our nshtin^ men. Mr. 
tho fiacs from their hor-. : 
put them over their our.^ 
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